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WICHELIEU IS NOMINATED TO THE COMMAND OF THE Ex. 


PEDITION TO MINORCA.—$IKGE AND CAPTURE OF THAT. 
PLACE. | 


Ax uncertainty reigned in the cabinet, on which 
fide, or to what deſtination, the firſt hoſtilities 
were to be carried; the Marefchal opined for Mi- 
norca, and ſupported his poſition by an able plan 
and memorial, which he gave in, where he enfor- 


B ced 
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ed the nereſſity of eſtabliſhing this as a poſt, in cafe, 
during the courle of the war, expeditions, againſt 
America, were undertaken. He repreſented like- 
wiſe, that it's ſituation offered, by it's conqueſt, a 


certain interruption to the communication of Eng- 
land with the King ef Sardinia, and equally would 
tend to obſtruft their navigation trade, with the 
Levant and the Italian ports in the Mediterranean. 
That, to obviate the ſerious apprehenſion of theſe 
conſequences, which would be entertained by the 
Merchants in Englaad, for the ſecurity of this impor- 
tant branch of their commerce, the nation would 
be petitioned and obliged to devote a ſtrong part of 
the fleet to prevent theſe depredations; and ſuch 
a detached force muſt, of neceſſity, greatly weaken 
her naval efforts, on the ocean, Europe or Ameri- 
ca. 

Ornrns of the cabinet ſubmitted different 
opinions. Thoſe, who concurred with the Duke, 
in the juſt political reaſons, he had aſſigned for it's 
conqueſt, foreſaw a ſeparation, which would, in 
the end, occur to their ſentiments. They allowed 
of the expediency of the meaſure,” ye: thought, 
France would, on this occaſion, be drained of the 


blood of her ſubjects and Money, to add to the 


territorial 
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territorial poſſeſſions of Spain, to which Crown, it 
would infallably be conceded on it's requiſition. 
The Duke granted the propriety of maintaining an 
underſtanding, and cementing the moſt perfect al- 
liance with that power ; but obſerved, France, in 
her duty to herſelf, would maturely deliberate, 


before ſhe reſolved on a ſacrifice of that import- 


Mapaus dc Lauragais, intent on ſerving her 
friend, watched every opportunity to urge his claim 
and effe& his wiſhes. Succeſſive parties of ſupper, 
to which the Miniſters were invited, favored her in- 
tentions. A converſation on politics was dexte- 
rouſly introduced, and the then flate of the Nation, 
with the Engliſh, gave riſe co diverſity of opinion, 
uttered convivially and with freedom. In one of 
theſe entertainucuts, the Mareſchal repeated his ſen- 
timents, that he was convinced, England would feel 
the wound given; and argument oppoſing the prac- 
ticability, he boldly exclaimed * let thirty thouſand 
* men be aſſigned for this ſervice, and placed un- 
« der my orders, I make myſelf reſponſible for the 
* ſucceſs.” 
Taz Miniſters were ſtruck with the Duke's 
confidence, yet L'Abbe de Bernis, recently admitted 


"TS 1 
in the cabinet, and owing his elevation to Madame 
de Lauragais and the Mareſchal, readily, at their in- 
ſtigation undertook to bring the propoſition in full 
council. The attempt, again, generally was thought 
hazardous; ſcarcely was there a voice, which appro- 
ved; and it's rejection appeared certain, when his 
Majeſty, who had previouſly communicated the idea 
to the Prince de Conti, and had received his aſſu- 


rance, that he would not deem the execution of the 
plan poſſible, without fifty thouſaud men, and even 


with this number, that he would not annex, to his 
fame as a general, the reſponſibility of ſucceſs, de. 
manded, who was the officer willing to ſtake his re- 
putation by ſo bold an offer? Richelieu's name be- 
ing mentioned, the King obſerves, it is natural e- 
nough to his preſumption, bur, addedhe, his bravery 
and good fortune are conſpicuous, and, as I truſt he 
will not fail in his word, tl. e command of the expedi- 
tion, with the force he has ſtated as requiſite, 
ſhall be entruſted to his valor and diſcretion. 

Mapams de Lauragais flies to the Marèſchal 
to announce the glad tidings. He receives it as an 
happy preſage, and his triumph, over other candi- 
dates, flatters his vanity with the moſt eventual ſuc- 
ceſs. 


„ MA DAME 
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Mapans de Pompadour was indignant at this 
reference, and loudly denounced the Mareſchal as 4 
vair boaſter; promiſing herlelt, that, on this rock 
his fortune and future pretenſions, would be annthilae 
ted. In her perſonal deportmer:t to him, when, ac- 


cordingto theeriquerte he waited on the favori.e, to 
receive: her commands, and thank her for the part 
ſhe fad graciouſly taken in his cleCtion, ſhe teceived 
him with a ſmile, expreſſed much pleaſure in the no- 
n ation, and complimented him on this acceſſion 
© favor which his Majeſty had beſtowed. 

Tu conduct, reciprocally obſerved by theſe 
to perſunages, was one of thoſe enigmas of Court, 


which is not eafily developed, The degree of 


fivor each enjoyed from the Monarch cauſed aw 


endleſs jealouſy, and ſtruggle to reign ſolely in his 


good graces. They feared each other, and conceſ: 
ſions and duplicity were mutual. When the Court 
thought their diffentions were at an height, and a 
rupture was pronounced infallable, they appeared 
the greateſt friends, and denoted, both by their ac- 
tion and words, that an intimate familiarity ſtill 
prevailed. Few were the entertainments ſhe gave 
to che Monarch, without conyening the Mareſchal 
21 the firſt of the intended gueſts, At Creci, 

TC Bellevue, 
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Bellevue, he was always of che parties, and the 
firſt apartment of the houſhold being aſſigned him, 
he enjoyed the greateſt ſatisfaction. All this was 
exterior alone; for no private opportunity was 
omitted, in endeavoring to effect his ruin and diſ- 
grace; and it required his conſummate addreſs to 
parry and defeat the many ſnares, which, an artful 
and clever woman, laid for his deſtruftion.” _ 

He hed been led to expect that he would on 
bis arrival at Toulon, where he was to embark, 
meet every preparation neceſſary, ſo that no delay 
in his failing would occur. The Marchionefs, in- 
dulging her pique and reſentment, and .too well 
leconded by her agents, knew by the directions, ſhe 
had iſſued, the very contrary would happen. Re- 
venge was the conſideration which predominated 
in her mind. To a ſentiment ſo noble was to be 
ſacrificed the credit and honor of the ſtate, the 
blood of Frenchmen, and loſs of what ſupplies 
were funded on the occaſion. Madame de Pom- 
padour had reſolved he Mareſchal ſhould be pu- 
niſhed for his preſumption, his glory eclipſed, and 
kis expedition be perpetuated to everlaſting ridi- 
qule. 


1 
No means were unemployed to retard his o- 
perations. Meſſrs. de Bellifle and D' Argenſon, 
devoted creatures to her will, threw every obſtacle 
which, the nature of their reſpective ſervices affordg 
ed; and already a joy was apparent in prognoſticats 
ing his ignominious retreat. 


RI cRETL Inu, arriving at Toulon the firſt of 
April, 17 56, immediately perceives the deſign of 
his enemies, and that their efforts had not been un- | 
availing. Pride, activity, and a firmneſs of mind 
actuated him to counteract their malice. He con- 
jures the people of Marſeilles to aſſiſt him, that fa 
weil plarmed an expedition, which will redound 
uch credit to the kingdom, may not be rendered 
abortive, by the minions of the Court, His en- 
thuſiaſm ſpreads it's effect with Frenchmen, and 
they, readily ſupplying every deficiency of military 
ſtores, proviſions, &c. enable him on the eighth 
day to embark his troops, and repairing, in perſon, 
on board of the veſſel, appointed for his convey- 
ance, the ſignal for tailing is given for the morrow. 
On the twelfth a tempeſt diſperfes his ſquadron, 
which, with ſome difficulty and caſual delay, is 
brought together aga'n and reaching Minorca on 


the eighteenth, the diſemberkation is effected, the 


enemy 


R 
enemy oppoſing no hindrance and evacuating the 
town-of Citadella, which the Mareſchal fixed on 
the night of his- landing, for his head quarters. 
-'The next day, the French Army marching in/ a 
body, the Engliſh, on their approach, deſert the 
town cf Mahon, and withdraw into the Fort of St. 
Philip, which was deemed impregaable. On 
tne 22d, the Duke receive a letter fron Ge- 
neral Blakeney, the Commandant, dema! d. ng che 
motives which had induced the French co a deſce=t 
on the Iſland, apparently with lo hoſtile an iuteu- 
tention. Richelieu's anſwer is conciſe. He begs 
leave to refer the Engliſh General for an explana- 
tion, to the reaſons that impelled the Engliſh {;uas 
dron to attack and cajrure the veſſels of his Suves 
reign. | 

Taz Mareſchal went in perſon to reconnoitre 
the ground he deſigned for his encampment, and 
that very afternoon his army occupied it. Whilſt 
the troons were diſembarking, and *till the Mareſ- 
chal had determined on the poſition of his army for 
the ſiege, Ionficur de la Galiſoniere, whocommande 
ed the French ſquadron, kept flying off the Port of 
Citadella, and when this object was compleated, 
went and anchored off that of Mahon, 


in 
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Ir does not belong to the hiſtory we are wti- 
ting to give a circumſtantial detail of the operations 
of the fiege, nor of any memorable event whilſt it 
laſted. Our part is to confine ourſelves to the dis- 
tinguiſhed ſhare the Mareſchal had in it. His bra- 
very, good conduct, ana ſolidity of meaſures, ſhew- 
ed a ſteadineſs and confidence, which preſaged, to 
his army, the moſt favorable reſult ; and he had the 
happineſs of being well ſeconded by the nayal com- 
mander, who blocked the entrance by ſea ſo well, 
that the beſieged were fruſtrated in their hope of 


ſupplies. The engagement, that occurred on the 
| 9th of May, between the French ſquadron, and the 
Engliſh commanded by the Admirals Byng and 
Weſt, was deciſive in favor of the former, who, 

maintaining the ſea, deprived the aſſailed of the 
comſort they expected, by ſuccour of men, ammu- 
nition, &c. on the appearance of their fleet, and 


their diſappointment contributed to the ſpeedy re- 
duction of the place. 


To this juncture however, nothing viſible an- 
nounced to the French army fo ſpeedy a ſurrender. 
The ſeveral ſallies from the fort, and attacks of the 
beſtegers on different poſts, had been maintained 
and contended for with valor, and with reciprocal 


ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs. The fire from the fort was inceſſant and 
well directed, and already, was the joy manifeſted 


at Verſailles amongſt the Marchioneſs and her ad- 


herents, that the Duke's expedition muſt fail. Their 
emiſſaries in his army had written, that the Mare- 


ſchel himfelf deſpaired of it, and in his melancholy 
and rage, he ſought not to ſurvive the diſgrace of 
the failure. Indeed, he expoſed himſelf ſo much, 
that there was ſome ground for the ſuppoſition. 
Every day, in the trenches, and mounting to the 
top of a mill to make his obſervations of the ſtate 
of the works cf the fort, although moleſted by the 
enemy's cannon, pointed conſtantly and firing on 
it, portended a General deſirous of ſacrificing his 
life on the occaſion. To this temerity was the idea 

partly owing. | | 
Tan Mareſchal was far from being a prey to 
bitter reſta ions. Satisficd the troops were attached 
to his perſon, he had not a doubt of their perſeve - 
rance, and his own perſonal activity allowed them 
not to be wile. Every little advantage was immedi- 
ate, imhiroved, and though aware ot his difficulties, 
vet he repoied great beiict, in the former qualities of 
his amy, Lading and iuſuring to him eventual ſuc- 
cels. Wich anziety he watched for the moment, 
the 


pu Ji 


the aſſault could be given; ſenſible, that a ſkilful ge- 


neral knowing the nation he commands, ought not 


to omit availing hunſelf fully of the ar dor, remarka- 


ble in French troops, on the outſet of a buſineſs. 


This ſpirit had been truly diſplayed in the ſpeedy te- 


pairs of any guns, batteries, &c. the approaches by 
which the fire of the enemy had annoyed, One 
day, as his deſice of reconnattering had led the Mar- 
{chal too near the Fort, a centinel, armed with a 
long piece, aimed at bim fo juſtly, that the ball whit. 
led by his ears. The Dake provoked by being in- 
rerrupted, addrefled himſelf to a gunner and aſked 
him if he could not elevate his Gun to that direction, 
as might inſure him agaiaſt the hazard of a ſecond 
trial. The man takes a view of the diſtance, and 
aſſures his General, that if the centinel whoſe amuſe- 
ment had been to watch and fire on hua, is not 
brought down by the firſt diſcharge, he will anſwer, 
tbat he will not eſcape che ſecond. 


Tux General had obſeryed in this perſon an un- 


common ardor, and his features and figure altogether 


denoted a man worn out with uncommon fatigue. 


He enqui res, and receives for anlwer that the gun- 


ner would not be relieved in his turn, that his com- 
rades, attached to the ſame piece of ordnance, had 
all 
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all been killed, or deſperately wounded, and obliged 
to quit it, but that he had hitherto miraculouſly re- 
mained unhurt and ſeemed to court death. 


Tux ſervice required of him, being effected 
by the very firſt diſcharge levelled to the ſpot, cau- 
fing, as it was perceived, the man to fall, the Duke 
much pleaſed was proceeding to reward him, when 
he ſaw him faint, & drop down apparently exhauſted. 
An order was given to an officer to attend him to 
the hoſpital, and when recovered from his fatigue, to 
diſcover the motive, that had induced his obſtinacy 
in refuſing to be relieved. No explanation is obtai- 
ned, as, the man declares, to his general alone will 
he unravel the cauſe. Acceſs is granted, and the 
gunner is encouraged to ipeak and diſcloſe freely 
the reaſon, that actuated ſuch an unuſual conduct. 
Throwing himſelf at the feet of his general, he ſays 
his name is Thomas, deſerter from the regiment of 
Nice, which forming a part of the troops the Duke 


had brought with him, he dreads every day a diſco- 
very; and as an infamous death would then neceſſa- 
rily await the effect of his treachery, he ſought to ex- 
piate his fault by a nobler end, Accordingly, he 
entreats the Duke that he may reſume his poſt of 
danger, and bravely devote to the ſervice of his 
=D10fTY; 
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country, a life forfeited by the juſt rigor of it's laws. 
The Maréſchal, affected with the poor fellow's recital 
& with the fincere repentance, he ſnewed, directed him 
to reſume his ſervice, without other apprehenſion, than 
the chance war might ſubject him to. He com- 
manded, his deportment ſhould be remarked and re- 
ported to him ; and every voice uniting in his favor, 
Richelieu, viſiting again the battery, where his ſervi- 
ces were eminent, preſented him an Enſign's brevet 


as the reward of his merit. Conſpicuous in his va- 
lor, when a ſoldier, his fortunate riſe only inſpired 
greater emulation, and incitement, to deſerve his 
general's praiſe. From an Enſign he was advanced 
progreſſively to the rank of Captain, and in 1777, 
with his form mangled by wounds, he appeared at 
Verſailles, ſoliciting a penſion, due to a ſervice of 
eight and thirty years. It was a matter of ſurprize to 
thoſe, who ſaw him, that he did not claim the honor 
of St. Lewis; and much more aſtoniſhing to him, that 
what he deemed only an act of duty and becoming 
patriotiſm to his country, entitled him to ſuch re- 
ward. The Mareſchal de Richelieu, who had wit- 
neſſed his extraordinary merit, and been fortunate 
enough to ſave fo valuable a life to the ſtate, was the 
perſon, through whoſe channel, the brave Thomas, 
made Chevalier, was decorated with the order. 
| D Few 


Peg; 
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Few had been accorded more deſervediy! (1) By 


attentions ot thiz nature, the Mareſchal became the 


favorite theme of the ſollier. Another anecdote of 
Richelieu, during this fiege, is too ſingular to remain 
rancuced; and proves, to what extent, his knowledge 
©: mankind had arrived. It was his maxim, th at, 
ith ſoldiers and his countrymen particularly, a 
point of honor was more certain to ſway and ſerve 
to correct any bad habit, than the ſevereſt puniſh - 
ments. The moſt part of his army, ſeduced by the 
quantity and goodneſs of the wine, they got at Ma- 


hon, were led into improper exceſſes, impriſon- 
ment had no effect in deterring them from the pur- 
ſuit of this vicious inclination, and the military Board, 
dreading, that the want of ſubordination would be the 
natural cenſequence, propoſed, a ſtriking example 


cn IR — 
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(1) Ir the many, who obtained this military reward, had equally been ens 
titled to it, the veneration for the order would have remained unſullied. But 
unhappily for it's degradation, the officer, owing it to a brilliant action, is 
confounded in the wearing of it, with an exempt of police, with men, iarolled, 
25 x: tached to a regiment, theugh never making their appearance, and others, 
who wore the diſtinction to the protection of Clerks in office, or of Miſtreſſes 
to thoſe, with whom the abuſing of the grant reſts, From ſuck indiſcrimina- 
ticn 's ſprung the little regard, that now attends it; and if attention is not paid 
to r2medy this evil, it will ſoon degenerate into utter contempt, and thus will 
one of the moſt reſpectable inſtitutions wantonly and careleſsly be annihi- 
ated, 


thould 
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ſhould be made, and that amongſt the firſt caught, 
hanging ſhould enſue. Richelieu obſerves, he has 


hit upon, and means to practice, another expedient. 


He cauſes the Army to be diavn out in three ranks, 


goes through each, and denounces to the foldiers 
and prenadiers, that every one of them, who is 
ſeen from that day in x tate of intoxication, will be 
debarred from the honor of partaking in the ſtorm- 
ing of the Breach, which the opportunity ſoon will 
afford. 

Tais harangue, ſo well calculated in honor 
of the ſoldier and the General, had it's complete 
effect. No ſoldier is hence-forward found inebri- 
ated. The Army are ſtruck with the puniihment 
threatened, and the dread of incurring ſuch a diſ- 
grace keeps the moſt addicted to the vice of drunk- 
enneſs ſober. 

TRE aſſault is given, the ladders are found 
deicient in length. The ſoldiers, inſpired with 
confidence by their leader, and animated to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves before their favorite General, are 
not diſmayed by the diſappointment. They form 
a rampart of their own, and mounting on the ſnoul- 
ders of each other, they penetrate the breach, and, 
in deſpite of the ſevere fire of the enemy, penetrate, 
form, and, daſhing on boldly, carry every thing 

before 


1 

1 
1 
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before them. The old General Blakeney and his 
Garriſon, aſtoniſhed at ſuch intrepidity, and unable, 
from the force being ſo unequal, to ſuſtain, any 
longer, the conflict, demand a capitulation. 

Txt Mareichal, in conſideration of the gal- 
lant defence made, grants the moſt honorable terms, 
Naturally of a turn generous to tte conquered, 
and happy enough in his ſucceſs, he deems, that 
nis army, in ſurmounting the obſtacles and perſe · 
verance of the enemy in the defence of the place, 
have atchieved all, what could have been expected 
from the braveſt of troops. 


Rleutzrizu ſelects his ſon and the latter's 
Brother in Law, the Count D' Egmont, both of 


whom had merited his notice, for the courage, diſ- 
played during the ſiege, to be the bearers of his diſ- 
patches to Court, announcing the reduction of the 
Iiland. The Court was then at Compiegne, and 
the Mareſchal's Enemies felt mortified in the addi- 
tional Glory he had acquired. His Majeſty was 


delighted, that his diſcernment had proved fo juſt, 


preſented the Duke de Fronſac, with the Croſs of St. 
Louis, and beſtowed on him the reverſion of his 
Father's Poſt of firſt Gentleman of the bed chamber. 


Fate did not intend he ſhould ſo ſoon be veſted with 


the 


| 1 
the Latter, the father's longevity having occaſioned 
his being the ſurvivor of moſt of the reverſionary 


favors, granted in expeCtation of his deceaſe. 
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MabaAux de Lauragais truly enjoyed the praiſe, 
univerfally laviſhed on the object of her eſteem, and 


FN 
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Madame de Pompadour, too political to refiſt the 
a current of popular opinion, enhanced the Mareſchal's k 
warlike talents, compoſed ſongs in honor of his Con- 1 


queſt, and denominated him, her dear Minorcan. 
Tux Miniſters, inimical to Richelieu, long op- 
poſed his wiſh of appearing at Paris, to receive the 
honors of his triumph. They pretended his pre- 1 + 
ſence was requiſite in Provence, to command and ; 
protect the coaſts from the incurſions of the enemy, ww 
and the dread, they entertained, that the ſuperior na- 1 
val force of the Engliſh would attempt a deſcent 
apainſt tome of the nayal arſenals in the Mediterra- | i 
nean. His friend, Madame de Lauragais, too good 1 
a courtie@not to diſcover the drift, joined ber friends 
to his, to fruſtrate the operation of the favor intend- 


e 


ed, and preſſed for the Mareſchal's having permis- i 
ſion to do homage, in perſon, to his Sovereign, for fo ke 
ſplendid a luſtre to his arms. The efforts of the 


cabal were parried, however ſupported by D'Argen- 


fon, 


Z 
* 
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ſon, miniſter of war, and the ſecret fomenter of 
Madame de Pompadour's real wiſhes. 
INTELLIGENCE having, by expreſs, reached 
Richelieu, he haſtened to repair to Court, where the 
Monarch teſtificd his approbation and gratitude, for 
kis ſervice, ia the moſt gracious manger ; and theſe 
ſentiments, evidently proceeding from the natural 
inclination of the man, abſtracted from what was 
his due in merit of tais glorious ſervice, the cour- 
tiers icconded their maſter, and were ſo prodigal in 
their culogium, That he ampiy r-aped, in the gene- 


ral opinion, the fruus of nc viftory, 


CHAP. II. 
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THE MARETCHAL DE RICHELIEU IS ORDERFD T9 SUCCEED 


THE MARESCHAL D'ESTREES.—UHE TAXES POSSESSION OP 
HIS COMMAND, AND HIS PROGRESS 13 RAPID IN THE 
FLECTORATE OF HANOVER. COUNTERACTED IN His 
PLANS BY THE SECRET ENMITY OF THE CA ET OF 
VERSAILLES. THE TIME OT AITION I3 WA3TED IN NE. 


GOCLATIONS, WHICH TEND T0 THE Loss OF THE AD 


TAGES, HE HAD GAINED IN HIS OUTSET. BEFORE THE 
CLOSE OF THE CAMPAIGN, HIS DISPOSITIONS ARE SO WELL. 
PRECONCERTED, THAT, INTIMIDATING THE CAUTION OF 
PRINCE FERDINAND, THIS ABLE GENERAL THINKS IT 
PRUDENT TO YIELD T0 THE MOMENT, AND HD 
HIS AEMY. 


Tax Mareſchal de Richelieu, encircled with Lau- 


rels, and his fame, as a warrior, eſtabliſhed through- 


out the kingdom by the celebrity of his conqueſt 
of Minorca, is called, by the voice of the nation, to 


tha 
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the command of the army in Germany, which, aſ- 
ſembled under Mareſchal D' Eſtrees, had only been 

remarkable for the inactivity of it's operations. 
The Monarch, pleaſed with his choice having been 

lo much approved, readily liſtened to the will of his 
people, and nominated his favorite to ſupplant 
D*Eftrees. 

Ir was Richelieu's year of perſonal ſervice, 
from which he was immediately exempted. Be- 
fore his relief, the execrable crime of Damiens had 
been perpetrated. On the 5th of January, 1757, the 
King was wounded by the blow and impreſſion of 
a knife, deſtined as mortal, by this aſſaſſin. Every 
one knows, how general the terror ſpread th rough- 
out the kingdom, the ſuſpicions, fo daring an at- 
tempt excited, tending to criminate the moſt illuſ- 
trious perſons, Yet the reſult proved, it was more 
the act of an inſane, than the premeditated ſtep of a 
party, in faction, to ſubvert the reſigning Monarchy. 
The man's intelle&s, miſled by the clamours of the 
times, and troubled with a wild ſenſe of religion, he 
thought doing an acceptable thing, to the Almighty, 
in reclaiming the Monarch, whom, he profeſſed to 
the moment of his death, after having endured inex- 
preſſible torture to exact confeſſion, it was not his 


4 intention 
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intention to Kill, but only to wound, that che ſight of 
his blood might terrify him, from further irregular 
purſuit, Madame de Pompadour was directed to 
withdraw; but Richelieu, ſenſible of the King's af- 
fection, and how much ſuch a ſacrifice to Prieſthood 
colt his feelings, predicted as former times had war- 
ranted the experience, if Providence did not inter- 
poſe, ſhe would return in fuller power: Accordingly, 
he redoubled his aſſiduity, and fully perſuaded him- 
ſelf, the wound would not be attended with dange- 
rous conſequence, he knew the weight his preſent 
conſolations would annex to his pretenſions hereaf- 
ter; and liad it been poſſible to bring in perfect uni- 
fon two Beings, who diſputed with each other the un- 
controuled aſcendency of the fovereign's mind, ſuch 
attention on the part of the Mareſchal, at ſuch a cri- 
ſis, was too flattering and kind not to have that effect, 
and if not completely, to be in ſome degree, remem- 
bered. The return of the Marchioneſs was im- 
mediate, when the Monarch's convaleſcencewas pro- 
nounced, and marked with every regret and defire to 
compenſate for the harſhneſs and rigor of the meaſure, 
ſhe had been ſubjected to, during the apprehenſion 
of her lover's danger. Meſſts. de Machault and 


D*Argenſon were the victims immolated to her ſhrine. 
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The ons, k<cper cfihe ſealt, t he other, miniiter of war, 

nord with peculia. tale nts for each department, but 
which vere neveitheleſs thoughtof no conſideration, 

21m] they were directly ſacriſiced, from the Marchioneſs 
-aving ſignified, that 0 e had reaſon to complain of their 
rempcrary neglect. Theſe gentlemen were exiled to 
ehr ref dive Chateavs, to bewail the impolicy of 

(heir chaluſt, and their imprudence in that want of 
ou of the real ſtate of the wound, which Ri- 
elit curly had obtained, and which, conſequently, 

was the tur, that directed hz. About this period, 

the Miacetclh il, wiſhing to approximate to the reſi- 
dende chu daughter Madame D' Egmont, bought 
the I T5: D'Antin, on which he made magnificent 
and expeniive additionz. To enlarge it, be wiſhed 
far a ſinall piece of ground, that belonged to the pa- 
riſh, in which, it was ſituated. The parochial bo- 
Cr, glad to oblige the conqueror of Minorca, and a 
mar, whom they deemed, had ſignalized himſelf va- 
ricvſly in the ſervice of his country, readily granted, 

what, being an acquiſition of the Clergy's, would in- 
dubitably have been refuſed to almoſt any other per- 
ſon, however great might have been his credit. He 
availed himlelt of their good diſpoſition towards him, 


1 


 anereted a pavilion, on that part ceded, as an 
obeliſk 


E 
obeliſk to terminate his grounds. Such taſte was 
diſplayed in this building, and th: coup d'œil of it, 
combining to the embelliſhment of the ſtrect, th. 


people, in compliment to his particular ſervices then 
recent, named ii the Pavilion of Ianover. 
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Taz campaign in Germany was on the eve . 
of commencing, and the Duke was not as yet ein- N ; 
ployed. The Mareſchal D'Eſtrecs had negotiat- ; N 
ed with the Emperor the meaſures, which France 4 


W * 


was to take in purluit of this war, and, by a con- | 
vention, bound his Maſter to direc the army, he | { 
likewiſe commanded, to paſs the Weſer, and enter | 

the Electorate of Hanover. At the head of the | 
other part of the French force, was the Prince dz | ; 
Soubiſe, the intimate friend of the reigning favorite. 
His Army was to join upon the Meine, and act | 
conjointly with the troops of the Empire, under the ws 
command of the Prince de Saxe Hildburghauſen. | ; 


No action of any conſequence occurred ia the Y 


» 2 + - 
= - 
* 


oufet, Each party ſeemed diffident, and a war of 5 ol 
poſts appeared more the intent, than venturing on ; g 
any deciſive meaſure, The Duke of Cumberlaad, 11 
10 well Kaon for the viciſſitude of fortune, he ſuf- Is 
fered at Fontenov, was the General of the eneray's : . 
army; and feeling annoyed by the marches and | R 1 


coumeiniarches, 
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countermaiches, D'Eſtree's motiens had obliged him 
to adopt, he repaſſed the Weſer, to cover his Fa- 
ther's Electorate. 

Suck a beginning was not ſatisfactory to the 
ardor, Frenchmen manifeſt, when either a per- 
ſonal conteſt, or the conteſt, in which tl.e honor of 
their Sovereign is involved, depends. Murmurs 
were heard, and it appeared wondertul, that a Ge- 
neral at the head of one hundred thouſand men, 
could not carry on operations of more energy. 
Cabals were formed. The Dutcheſs de Lauragais 
ſounded the reputation of her friend, and the re- 
membrance of her Siſter Madame de Chiteauroux's 
ſingular zeal for the Monarch's glory, prompted a 
ready acquieſcence in her wiſhes for the Mare- 
ſchal'ss Madame de Pompadour joined them in 
the diſgrace meditated. D' Eſtrees, a rigid diſciplin- 
arian, and truly honeft character, had incurred 
her diſpleaſure, by infliting a ſevere example on 


an army contractor, whom ſhe protected, and who 


nevertheleſs convicted of malverſation, was hung. 
The propoſition made, it was voted, and a reſolu- 
tion only to keep it ſecret, that Richelieu might 
in perſon announce his credentials to the army, 


and ſupplant the General on the moment. It 


could 
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could not however be kept with that reſerve, as to 


prevent any ſuppoſition to that effect. Monſieur 
de Puyſieux, Father in Law of the Mareſchal, re- 


ceived anonymous information of what was plot- 
ting, and his own judgment confirmed to him the 
ſucceſs. With a wiſh to defeat the juſtice cf the 
intention, and prove to the wor:d the erronzous 
concluſion formed of his Son in Law's talents, 
he addrefſed him direAly by a Courier, earneſtly 
hoping, the General would proſit by the ſuggeſtion 
before his relief. You have a ſtrong party at 
& Court, caballing againſt you. Your conduct 


ec jg condemned. Your enemics ſav, that, as a 


& General, entruſted with ſuch an army, and no- 
< thing tantamount to oppoſe it, you act too caue 
« tiouſly, nay with timidity.——The public even 
ec already name your ſucceſſor. Give inſtantane- 
te ouſly battle. It is a m:aſure on which depends 
* your military reputation. If chance decides it 


* in your favor, the world will conſder you an 


« in ured man, and to their eſteem you will gain 
ii their regret. But, it on the conttary fate deſtines 
* you to be unſuccelsſul, you will in yourſelf be 


* no loſer, perſuaded as I am, the refolution to re- 


© move you is irrevocable, nav that it has actually 


« taken 
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* taken place; and the publicity only awaits the 
& policy.” | 

IT is after this manner that an army and the 
life of a ſoldier are ſported with, often, if perſonal 
conſiderations dictate the neceſſity of the mealures, 
in the General, who heads them; and under whoſe 
authority, without canvaſſing the propriety of any 
order, their ſituation requires an implicit obcdience. 

Tu battle of Haſtembeck, may be ſaid to 
have folely ariſen from this letter. D'Eſtrees, a- 
ware of the critical fituation his Father in Law 
deſcribed him to be in the public opinion, did eve- 
ry thing, a General could do, to retire with the 
world's commencation» He remained Maſter of 
the field, however ill ſeconded by his next in com- 
mand, the Count de Maillebois; who, though an 
excellent officer, endeavored to ſacrifice the Mare- 
ſchal to the hops he entertained, that, from the 
lols of the battle, he would become his ſubſtitute. 

Tre jealouſy, or motive, was too apparent 
not to excite general indignation, Every good Ci- 


zen and Soldier felt incenſed, that a man, whoſe 


military reputation was ſo well eſtabliſhed, ſhould, 


have afted oa ſuch a day's ſtake, with a backward- 
neſs ſo notorious. An cnquiry was directed to be 


made 


1 1 
made into his conduct, before the tribunal of the 
Mareſchals of France; and their award went only 
to deprive him ever of his nomination to the dig- 
nity they held. This was rendering hum only un- 


worthy of another honor, which could not devolve 
to him as a matter of certainty, but ſimply as the 


wheel of fortune preſcribed, In this manner was 
puniſhmeat then adminiſtered in France. A man, 
who by his deſerts, had juſtly forfeited his life on 
a ſcaffold, is only declared incapable of higher 
military rank. The unhappy Byng, more unfor- 
tunate than culpable, was put to death in England, 
for a fault much more excuſeable, a Gmple error 
in judginent, which that wiſe nat ion, in their arti- 
cles of war, had, for the benefit of the ſtate in her 
naval Commanders, made criminal. Such an ex- 
ample inſpired the other Admirals, who whereever 
they fought, performed wonders, whilſt the impu- 
nity which attended miſconduct in the French Of- 


ficers, may be ſaid to have greatly contributed to 


the diſaſters, which, France in this war experienced. 


What Monſieur de Puy ſieux had foretold came to 
pais. The public, uniting in general condemnation of 
the Nareſchal D' ſtrèesꝰ conduct, and reproaching 
bun wich puſillanimity, were loud in blaming his re- 


call, 
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call, as ſoon as the gain of his victory had reached 
their ears. They exclaimed againſt the Miniſtry 
for the meaſure, ſpoke of D'Eſtrees as an able and 
fortunate General, worthy of the traſt committed to 
his care, and, in his retreat, predicted, the greateſt 
misfortunes would enſue. 

Tu E romination of the Mareſchal de Richelieu 
was an act, that even moſt of the cabinet were unin- 
formed of. His equipage had taken the road to 
Straſhurg, when the ſurgeon of the Mareſchal de Bel- 
liſle announced to him, at Compiegne, Richelieu's de- 
Parture. The intelligence was treated as fabulous, 
and only the next day, he found the Fable too true. 
His increduluy accorded with his wiſhes, for no 
news could be more diſagreeable to the old Mareſ- 
chal, than to hear of the Duke's promotion. 


Ricatrtity arrived at Straſburg without 
yet knowing his deſtination. His inclination 
led him to try his fortune with the King of Pruſ- 
fia, and in this hope he truſted that the army of 
the Prince Ce Soubize wonld be confided to him, 


whilſt the latter was deſigned to relieve Monſieur 
D'Eſtrèes. Voltaire, with whom the Duke, always 
correſponded, after complimenting him upon his 


preſerment, expreſſed bis with, that his opponent 


might 


3 


might be the King of Pruſſia, who, Voltaire remar- 
ked, affected to treat the French Generals, as lerocs 
alone in Comedy. 


Ir was in this Garriſon he received his orders 
to command Monſieur D' Eſtiẽcs' army; and te ho- 
nors appertaining to the commander in chief being 
paid him, whilſt his predeceſſor was unnoticed, 
Richelieu's grandeur of mind, could not help ex- 


claiming—* Alas ! it is to ſituations alone mankind 
ie are indebted for the homage rendered them.“ 


H1sTozy recounts with what rapidity and ſuc- 
ceſs his meaſures were executed. By forced mar- 
ches he penetrates to the army, commanded by the 
Duke of Cumberland, compels him to retreat, and 
prevents his obtaining the Poſt of Stade as a cover, 
In leſs than a month, he reap the glory of hum 
bling this force, wthour the ſacritice of any lives. 
The enemy completely lurrounded, muſt have be- 
com priſoners of war at diſcretion, lad not policy 
dictæted, by negociation, another expedient. The 
Count de Lynar, under the mediation and guaran- 
ty of the King of Denmark, propotes the celebra- 
ted capitulation of Cloſterſeven ; and had the arti- 
cles thereof been draun up with that preciſion, fo as 
to have admitted of no deviation, without a doubt, 
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2558 iſſue would have been more favorable to France 
in the purſuit ot this war, than the moſt brilliant 
victory. In this light the Mareſchal viewed it, and 
ratified it by his ſignature. By one of it's clauſes, 
the troops of Heſſe, Brunſwick, &c. bound them- 
ſelves not to ſerve againſt France, as long as the 
Monarchs of England and France choſe not to put 
an end to the conteſt, which at that time reigned. 
IT was imputed te the Mareſchal as an unpar- 
donable error, tat he did not require of this whole 
army to ground the:r arms, and diſperſe, as pri- 
foners of war, incapable of ferving, during the 
iſſue of the enmity between the two nations, un- 
teis regularly exchanged. It is but juſtice however 
to obſerve, that no ſooner he had hemmed them 
in this ſituation, than he diſpatched a courier, to 
Verſailles, for poſitive inſtructions. The objects, 
contained in this convention, gave rife to long diſ- 
cuſſions and no deciſion occurred, *till within a 
very few days preceding the Battle of Roſbach. 
The Marefchal's Courier being thus unneceſſarily 
detained, left him no option, but to acquieſce in 
the terms propoſed ; and no blame therefor2 could 
be aſcribed to him. The delay aroſe evidently from 
the Marchioneſs of Pompadour and her creatures, 


envying 
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envying the encreaſe of honor, which would re- 
dound to the Duke's credit, from this important 
advantage. His correſpondence with the Miniſters 
was maintained with that regularity his ſtation de- 
manded, whilſt their counteraction of any plan 
of operations, he ſuggeſted, was notorious. At 
ſuch a criſis, what excuſe could be offered, for not 


_ diſpatching his expreſs immediately back with the 


fulleſt powers to act, as he alone deeraed feaſible and 


proper? In the page of hiſtory is his defence, for 
what impartial man mult not condemn a cabinet 
ſyſtem to overrule and dictate the energy of an ar- 


my acting at ſuch a diſtance, and under the orders 


of a general meriting the confidence of the na- 
K0n 2 | | 

Wurst the Mareſchal impatiently awaited 
the return of anſwers to the letters he had written, 
che Duke of Cumberland was recalled; and the 
General, whom he veſted with the temporary 
command till Prince Ferdinand's arrival, could 
not, of himſelf, do any thing. By tlus abſurd pro- 
craſtination, was the opportunity loſt, of rendering 
the whole of this ſorce inefficient, till the termi- 


2ation of the war. The lapſe of time occaſioned 


the er.emy to re aſſemble the troops, that had al. 


ready 


11 

ready diſperſed; and encouraged by the defeat at 
Roſhach they appeared gain in full force.—If 
the correſpondence, which had exiſted between the 
Prince de Soubiſe and the Mareſchal, had been made 
public, it would have been ſeen, that the Counſels, 
given by the litter, would, had not his vanity op- 
poſed their tendency, have ſaved the former from 
the diſgrace, his imprudence and want of vigilance 
occaſioned. Richelieu, aware of the ability of the 
Pruſſian Monarch, inceſſantly admoniſhed his Col- 
league againſt a ſurprize, and ſtrongly urged a 
ſtrict defenſive ſyſtem, until the two armies could 
form a junction, when they would conjointly re- 
pair to Magdeburg, to wait in perſon the King 
and his Army. This was the project the Marei- 
chal had formed, and the remembrances lefe by 
him, render the affertion incontrovertible. 


Ir has equally been aſcertained, that ſuch was 


the miſerable Government, hat prevailed in France, 
as to render it a matter of eaſe to his Majeſty of 
Pruſſia's ſpies, at that Court, to penetrate into eve- 
ry deciſion and detail of the meaſures of the cabinet. 
He was thus apprized, before the Mareſchal him- 
ſelf, that it had been reſolved his Army ſhould go 
into winter quarters. Fiſcher, a famous Partizan in 

thy 


4-8-7 


th Duke's army, and eing h ed at that time to re- 
c unditre, overheard the King ſpeak the following 
remarkable words, ** to-morrow, Monficur de Ri- 


& chelieu will receive an order to evacuate Halber- 
« ſtadt. I ſhall only therefore have to oppoſe the 


t 10fgnificant Soubiſe ; and of him I promiſe my- 
ce ſelf to give a good account.“ 


Tux Mareſchal de Belliſle was ſuſpected, how- 
ever unjuſtly, of maintaining a correſpondence with 
the King. The ſuſpicion, ſo injurious to a French. 
man's honor, had it's riſe, by a courier, bearing the 
devices of the Mareſchal's houſe, having departed, 
furniſhed with a Paſſport ; and his deſtination after- 
wards having been traced to the encampment of the 
Pruſſian Monarch. 

Tur loſs of the battle of Roſbach was the 
principal event that followed inevitably. It was to 
be aſcribed to the little regard which was paid to 
the convention of Cloſter- ſeven. The Marchione:s, 
in an agony of del pair for the diſaſter of this army, 
but more particularly the ſname that incurred on 
the Idol of her protection, ſignified her regret to the 
Mareſchal; and the King, obedient to his Miſtreſs“ 
wiſhes, writ to him, that in adverſity our friends 
muſt meet the ſweet ſolace of conſolation and future 


encouragement, 
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encouragement, recommending him to unite, to his 
army, the diſperſed remains of Monſieur de Sou- 
biſe s. Richelea after having quitted Ha'baritadr 
took poſt at Sterwick, where the difagreeabic intel - 
ligence reached him of the Prince's defeat. The 


enemy's Troops upon this news rallied. I hoſe 
upon the Lair, and others, who were in the intent of 
croſſing the Elbe, fell back for the purpoſe of co- 
operating. He, no ſtranger to their deſigns, thought 
it incumbent on him to march towards them, with 
the few, who were left of his Army, that he might 
at once aſcertain, whether they meant or not to 2. 
bide by the terms of the Convention, 
AccorD1NGLY, determined his own interpre- 
tation of the clauſes ſhonld have weight, and not 
the latitude, which the enemy had taken to evade 
their effect, he was bent on enforcing them and re- 
moving every obſtacle to their obſervance. But 
they were, hy this time, in ſuch force, that the 


Mareſchal deemed it utterly nnprudent in him to at- 
tack them, particularly as their number exceeded 
Bis, the ſeaſon unfavorable and inclement, and his 
Operations were in a Country, the local knowledge 
of which they poſſ⸗ſſed the advantage. He reſolv- 
ed taerefore on placing himſelf in as ſtrong a ſitu- 


arion 
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ation as would offer, until the junction of ther 
Troops; and to change that ſituation as neceſſity 
enjoined, His next poſition was Dreſle, then Zell, 
the Town and Caſtle of which were in the centre of 
his army, and his right and left extended the length 
ot the [ air. 


PRINCE Ferd-nand, who had taken the com- 
mand ot the enemy's army, delayed not in preſen- 
ting Licnſelf before the French, and the Mareſchal 
made the beſt diſpoſition of his force, in caſe, the 
former reſolved on an attack. The Prince medi- 
tated on no fuch plan. He caly formed his troops 
in a line of obſervation, to prevent and repel the 
incurſions of any part of the enemy into the Electo- 
rate. The two armies, in fight of cach other's en- 
campment, bordered the bank: of the Lair. On 
the eve of Chriſtmas, the i\Iareſcha] having receiv- 
ed the reinforcement of troops he expeRcd, thought 


of engaging the Prince; and in this determination, 


croſſed the Lair, in ſpire of the intenſeneſs of the 
cold which the troops ſuffered. In the greateſt 
ſpicics the army traverſed the river in the night ; 
but the Prince having had timely warning, broke 


up Lis camp, aud retreated towards the Elbe. The 


Dur could not follow him, having ao winter ſtores 
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to ſhelter his troops from the froſt. In this ĩnacti- 
vity he ſchemed a ſyſtem of offenſive operation for 
the enſuing campaign, and ſubmitted it for appro- 
bation to the Court. The anſwer, ſent him, was 
to keep his troops in garriſon, and cede the com- 
mand to the Count de Clermont. Had the Mare- 
ſchal been ſeconded in his endeayors and zeal by 
tie Miniſters, his brilliant opening of the campaign 
would have terminated it in a more diſtinguiſhed 
manner. His letters to Monſieur de Paulmy, then 
miniſter of war, and to L'Abbe de Bernis, contain 
a circumſtantial detail of the conlequences he pre- 
dicted, which a want of unity of ſyſtem, in the con- 
trouling power, would infallably be the cauſe of. 
Add to this, they came to no determination, at leatt 
none, that, by it's promptneſs in being carried into 
immediate exccution, could anſwer the effect in- 
tended ; and often, contradicted the orders, dicta- 
ting the meaſures to be performed. The Mare- 
ſchal vented his complaints frequently, and even 
officers, who had not to boaſt of his perſonal ſup- 
port in forwarding their claims, accorded in the 
juſtice of their une:anc2. The Mareſchal's negli- 
gence in permitting his army with impunity to com- 


mi: the ravages, Wil Walch ei incurſions into the 


principality 


ES ] 


principality of Halberſtadt, were attended, has juſtly 


been reprobated as a trait of great inhumanity, ſince 


the poor and unconcerned were the ſufferers by 


theſe depredations. It was a revenge he indulged 
in, from the perfidy in the breach of treaty, of which 
the enemy had been guilty. Yet nothing could 


have juſtified the exa tions and enormicies his army 

perpetrated, We may judge of their exceſs, by 

the ſubſequent letter, which the King of Pruſſia di- 

rected his brother the Prince Henry to write to the 

Mareſchal. It is dated oa the Zoch January, 17 58. 
« Sir, 

* AFTER the horrid exceſſes, the French troops 
ct have committed by their exactions and depreda- 
« tions, in their late incurſions into the principality 
* of Halberſtadt, I have it in command from his 
* Majeſty to acquaint you, that it is with ſorrow he 
&* mult iſſue the orders for thoſe, inhabiting the ter- 
*© ritories of the King of France's allies, to be trea- 
ted ſimilarly. It is a melancholy retribution, that 
cc the milconduct of your troops has demanded. 
His Majeſty has further deſired me to ſignify, it 
* is his firm intention to avenge, on the French offi- 
te cers, his priſoners, the maltreatment, which has 
© been exerciſed, without remorſe, and with a de- 


«© gree of impunity, on the ſubjects of Pruſſia. 
G Ir 
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« TT is literally in theſe terms, and without 

1 qualifying meaſures actually reſolved upon, that I 

have been directed to adviſe you therewith, I 
* am, with eſteem and conſideration, 

« Sir, 
&© Your affect ionate Friend, 

% HENRY Or PRuss iA.“ 

How different is the ſtyle of this epiſtle, to one 

which had been written to him before by the King 

himſelf? it muſt be remarked, however, that his Ma- 

jeſty had not then added, to his laurels, the victory 

of Roſbach. The letter is too well known to be 


quoted, but writing the perſonal hiſtory of the Mares 
ſchal renders it neceſſary. Ne propoſed to Riche- 


« lieu to ſtandforth as rhe mediator of pc ace, obſer- 
« ving that the Nephew of ſo great a man, as the 
« Cardinal de Richelieu, was equaiiy qualified and 
« certain of diſtinction in the negociation and exe- 
& cution of treaties, as in the gain ot batt'es. That 
« it was not requifitz to add noe to his glory in 
* military atchievements. The coaqueror of Mi- 
« norca, notwithſtanding obſtacles of nature, infur- 
« mountableby art, He, whohad merited a ſtatue at 
« Genoa, immortalizing his ſervices, and finally the 
Hero, who was on the point of ſubjugating the 
* whole of lower Saxony, could not enhance his re- 

tc putati on 
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reputation, more nobly and commendably, than by 
te the glorious act of giving peace to Europe. 
Tut Maceſchal is accuſed ofhaving added un- 
worthily to his private fortune, by the immenſe 
contributions he levied. If the charge had been 
ſubſtantiated by examination and proof, we ſhould 
think it our duty, to give it an infertion. Every 
contrary appearance exiſts againſt it's probability. 
Our reiearch was keen, and ſuch as muſt have led to 
information, had the circumſtances been real. At 
the juncture he returned, no great augmentation of 
fortune ſtruck the eye of the public. No new ac- 
quiſitions to his eſtate, no ſumptuous buildings, no 
debts liquidated, and his houſhold heavily in arrears. 
The pavilion, denominated by the people that of 
Hanover, ſeemed to excite the ſuſpicion, and war- 
rant the concluſion. It's coſt however did not ex- 
ceed two hundred and fifty thouſand livres. As 
commander of ſuch an army, his advantages muſt 
have been immenſe; and the ſuppoſition of his ha- 
ving brought away one million, will not juſtify the 
dea of his having enriched himſelf by the ſpoils of 
the enemy. Villars, under whoſe tuition he was for- 
med, gained millions upon millions, and yet his enor- 
mous contributions were ſunk in the glory of the he- 
ro. 


T hi: 


[ 40 J 

T #1s epoch concludes the brilliant warlike ac- 
tions of the Marèſchal. Henceforward we vicw him, 
as a perſon occupied with court intrigues, and other 
trifling etiquettes, whilſt at Verſailles ; and in his Go- 
vernment, obeying the mandates of a corrupt admi- 
niſtration, that regarded the purſe of the ſubject, as 
ſubſervient to the dictates of the wants of the ſove- 
reign. The celebrity, from this date attached to his 
character, conſiſted more, from the length of years, 
his career extended, than to any other motive, that 
might have cauſed a regret in his exiſtence ceaſing, 
It is a pity men, ſo famous, deſcend, in the verge of 
life, often to loſe that &clat, which, in the vigor of 
their active ſcene, redounded ſo highly to their cre- 
dit. It Lewis the Fifteenth had not ſurvived his ſick- 


neſs at Metz, what concern would not France have 


teſtified? The well beloved and the beſt of Kings 
might have been the eulogium, beſtowed on him, 


and trauſmitted to his poſterity; and if, in their go- 
vernment, any act had tended to the oppreſſion of the 
people, the general exclamation muſt have been, that 
if the late good Monarch had not been carried off 
prematurely, ſuch grievances would not have prevai- 
led. The good King eſcaped the hand of death, at 


hat moment; and only lived to coſt tears to an af- 


dlicted 


* 

ited nation, with execrations, that Providence had 
taought proper to prolong ſo worth, an exiſtence. 

How many applications of the fame nature 
might be made! had Richelieu been killed after the 
capitulation of Cloſterſeven, every ruinous conſe» 
quence of this war would have been attributed to Eri: 
loſs. Who then could have foreſeen, that deſtiny did 
not intend him for future command: and that he ſhould 
be ſucceeded by a Count de Clermont, furnamed 
General of the Benedictines, from his poſſeſſing the 
Abbey of St. Germain des Pres,a man of ſuch ſlender 
capacity as to commit error upon error, though at the 
head of ſuch an army; that this army, in it's ſucceſ« 
five commanders, ſhould be at length ſacrificed to 
their blunders, and finally, that the war would be 
Cloſed, by a peace, as ſhameful as an hanghty enemy 
could dictate to an humbled nation? 


In his death at that juncture, would have been 
remembered, by a grateful people, his tiiumph at Ge- 
noa, his campaign in the Electorate, his conqueſt of 
Minorca, and the celebrated ſhare he bore in the vic- 
tory at Fontenoy. Deploring their ſublequent cala- 
mities, they would have thought, ſuch diſaſters 
would not have happened, had their favorite Hero 
been alive? It is a leſſon for mankind, how r:4- 
ny t.:n-5, Generals, and Miniſters, have owed the 
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ſurviv nnen, heir fame to a premature exit! whilſt 
the i. -cc2:1ant onthe greateſt characters, would 
have ſubjected then probably, in it's continuance, to 
evcry vieiſſitude of opinion and derm erit. 
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CHAP. III. 


THE MARESCHAL DE RICHELIEU REP AIRS TO TAKE CHARGE 
OF HIS GOVERNMEAT CF GUYENNE MAGNIFFENCE HE 
DISPLAYS AT BOURDE AUX. NEW INTRIGUES. THE GUAR- 
DIAN OR FATHER OFTHE CAPUCHINS BECOMES HIS HUM- 
LE SERV ANT IN FORW ARDING THEM. 


Rice Ev, arrived at Paris, juſtifies, to the 
Court, by the inſtructions of the Miniſters, the con- 
duct he had obſerved ; yet, in the Kingdom, the 
voice prevailed, that be had been ſeduced in his 
duty, by the Bribery of the Enemy. Diſguſted at 
the thought of being the fable of the day, he con- 
ceived a retirement, from the capital, prudent ; and 


this determined him to haſten to his Government. 
Self love, and a ſenſe, his grandevr and ſaſtidiouſ- 


neſs 
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neſs would eclipſe any calumny, raiſed by his ene« 
mies, he flattered himſelf with a diſtinguiſhed re- 
ception. In his journey, he met at Blaye, with 
Burges richly ornamented, which the City had con- 
ſtructed, to adorn his entry. As he reached the 
Port, all the Veſſ:ls ſaluted, and the Citadel like- 
wiſe on the moment of his landing. On the Parade 
was erected a Triumphal Arch, where the States 
met and offered their congratulatory addreſs, 
Mounted on Horſeback from thence, he rode 
through the Town, preceded by a martial Banꝗ of 
Muſick, accompanied by his Suite, and the Nobili- 
ty of the Province. Deſcending at the Cathedral, 
nere the Archbiſhop and Clergy came out to do 
Eu gonor, ne heard Te Deum ſung, and returned, 
iti the ſame acclamations, to the Hotel of the 
Coverntaent, which had been ſurnptuouſly pre- 
pared for lis rehdence. 

ever had a Governor diſplayed greater 
magnificence. He wiſhed to revive that ſplendor, 
which had captivated his earl obſervation in the 


time of Lewis the Fourteenth. Veſted with the au- 


thority of this Monarch's Succeſſor, and his repre- 


ſentative, he thought he could not give too impoſ- 


ing and dazzling an appearance to Royalty. At- 


tende l with a numerous Guard, wherever he went, 


and 
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and every Symbol of Monarchy, he gloried in the 
Vanity and oſtentation of his retinue. The Cap- 
tain of his Guards was ſelected from the firſt No- 
bility, and the Eſtabliſhment, granted by the Pro- 
vince for this expence, was, in the higheſt degree, 
hberal. Some days after his arrival, he gave an 
Entertainment of four hundred covers, where the 
Nobility and the Robe were aſſembled. The City 
treated him in return, with a maſked Ball; and un- 
der favor of tl. is diſguiſe, he received from one of 
the Maſks, the following gracious Compliment, 
contained in theſe Lines— 


Heow:wver difauiſed 

T may be known 

By the ſentiments I expreſs. : 
Tf I fear thee, I am Engl fh, 
Ihe thee, I am French, 
If I adore thee, I am Waman. 


IT was thus that every where proofs of attach- 


ment and reſpect were beſtowed on the Mareſchal. 


If a remembrance occurred of the blame, imput- 


ed to him a: Hanover, the thought of it was effaced 
in a recollection of his former and prior gallant Ex- 
ploits. How eaſy would it have been to have cul- 
tivated ſuch glorious Symptoms! But unfortu- 
nately, it was then a maxim with the great, to con · 
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ſider all this Homage as due to their elevated rant, 
and appertaining to the ſtations, they filled. Satil- 
fied with theſe exterior marks of approbation, and 
not aſcribing them to the effect of fear and reſtra. nit 
arbitrary Power preſcribes, they fol indifferent in 
preſet ving what eſteem they had crete. which 
ſoon was converted into hatre:l an diſguſt, tram 
the exceſſes, their pride and injuſtice occaſioncd. 

Sven Was the reſult of Richelieu's conduct 
at Bourdeaux. In the commencement, delighted 
with his gallantry, the variety of his entertainments, 
and polite attention to his gueſts, it was the rendez- 
vous of the moſt faſhionable Women. In the 
end, ſatiated with eternal ſameneſs, they became 
looſe and abandoned, where only thoſe of doubtful 
character reſorted. 

App, to this, the diffatisfaftion, expreſſed by 
the conſiderate, of the games o: chance, and ha- 
zard particularly, which the Mareſchal encourag- 
ed, and to which, Heirs to ſcveral of the firſt fa- 
milies were the innocent victims. His Majeſty's 
Governor did not bluſh to permit and protect ſuch 
traffic, although forbidden by an edict of the parlia- 


ment of the province. 


Iv a commercial City, where Morality and 


good conduct reigned, before he inhabited it, the 


changs 


| 
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change was viſible. The greateſt fortunes ſhook, 
by the luxury and diſſipation, which he introduced. 


Men of integrity deſerted] him, and that prepoſ- 
. ſeſſion, women of conduct entertained in his favor, 


ſoon gave way to the moſt manifeſt reluctance of 


being noticed by him. His public actions alſo 
began to be canvaſſed ; and arbitrary ſway reſiſted. 
Wich the Parliament he had a ſerious diſcuſſion, 
and met with a ſtrong oppoſition, in the frequency 
of the Lettres de Cachet he iſſued, of which he was 
furniſhed with a number at his command. This 
Body commenced a ſuit againſt him, for ſome 
Breach of their priviledge, which he had com- 
| mitted, and it was decided in their favor, agreea · 
| ble to the ſtanding Regulations and laws they plead. 
| ed. The Governor appcaled to his Majeſty in 
Council, and notwithſtanding the ſanction theſe 
had obtained from long enactment and preſcription, | 
favor to the individual prevailed, and the decree 


was revoked. Hence aroſe his Tyranny and per- 
ſecution of many of the Members of this parlia - 
ment; and that unrelenting ſpirit, with which he 
carried into execution the King's orders in 1771, 
for the annihilation and diſniſſon of this reſpec- 
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Tux inquiſition, ſet on foot by his emiſſaries, 
co the annoyance of many creditable families, con- 
tributed to general reprobation. An univerſal ali- 
enation of the ſentiments, imbibed in his regard, 
was the ſignal of diſguſt; and whereever he pre- 
ſented himſelf, the coolneſs, with which he was 


received, imparted to him, that a change of con- 


duct was requiſitz. Nevertheleſs, grown vicious 


wich age, and enhardened by the power, he was 
aware his truſt gave, he ſeemed to defy public opi- 
nion, and to regale kimſelf in the Company of 
women of looſe principles, as a compenſation of the 
contempt, that attended him. His reply to the 
intendant, (officer veſted with the civil Admi- 
ſtration and Police) was an evident proof, how 
much he was loſt to ſhame. This Gentle- 
man, repreſenting to him how much the City 
ſwarmed with females of an improper deſcription, 
propoſed, thoſe, that were the moſt notorious, ſhould 
be confined, as an example toothers. Richelieuaban- 
doning that dignity of his public character, ſimply ob- 
ſerved, why makeexemptions ? are not all equal- 
& ly guilty and deſerving of puniſhment ? I am de- 
e termined they all ſhall be ſhutup, and to this pur- 
« poſe, I meanty order the gates of the tayn, to be 
** cloſed.” 
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So indecent a farcaſm could not but be ſeverely 
felt by thoſe, who had no affinity to the intendant's 
report, and ſealed the deteſtation, his ſubſequent con- 
duct had created. Yet, whilſt he was loſing the pri - 
vate eſteem of the inhabitants, his abilities were ſuch 
in the diſcharge of his public functions, as often to 
attract admiration. Had he a point to gain for the 
ſtate, his eloquence was impreſſive, and his pliancy, 
to conciliate the moſt refractory of the members of 
the parliament, irreſiſtible. He was a cameleon, 
that could adopt itſelf to every form, and, had only 
rectitude of public principle, andftrift moral conduct 
guided his private actions, no man could ever have 
been ſo popular in the operation of the truſt he exer- 
ciſed. 

A Mab Au Rouſſe was the Lady, to whom 
his attachment was moſt dedicated; and imitating, 
in her ſtation, the precedent of Madame de Pompa- 
dour, ſhe availed herſelf of her local influence, in dif. 
poſing, to the beſt purchaſers, any gifts, which were 
in the Duke's department to grant. 

TRAvERsING the extent of his juriſdiction, he 
explored it's boundaries in the Pyrenean mountains ; 
and, at Bigore, that year convoked an aſſembly of the 
ſtates, where with his uſual magnificence, he preſided. 
In this journey, he met with, for the firſt time, that 


famous 
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famous woman, Madame de Saint Vincent, who in- 
volved him eventually, in that celebrated law ſuit, 
the cauſe in his late years of ſo much trouble, vexa- 
tion, and conſiderable expence; an] the juſtice of 
which divided fo long the opinion of the public. 
She claimed the attention of the Mareichal, aſſerting 
me was nearly related to him, and entreated his in- 
ter poſition in conſequence, to deliver her from the 
tyranny and cruelty of a huſband, who, through pre- 
text of her miſconduct, had obtained an order, rele- 


gating her to the convent of Tarbe. Struck wick 


the ſufferings of a pretty woman, and his relation, 
ke intereſted himſelf with her family, and with their 
concurrence had her removed to Milhaud, where 
the hardſhips of confinement were alleviate4, by 


kind attention, and that commiſeration the ſex natu- 


rally excite. 

So unbounded was the favor laviſhed on him 
by his Sovereign, that he united, in the Mareſchal's 
perlon, the honorable diſtinction of commandant of 


the troops, and governor,which ſtations remained in 


| his ſole authority, till the dexh of Lewis XV. 


It was ſingular, for in no other provincial Govern- 
ment of France did it prevail, The application a- 
roſe from a difference with Monſicur de Langòron, 
who held the military command; and was facritice't 
to 


CJ 


to the repreſentation of Richelieu, that no earthly 
neceſſity exiſted for ſuch a diviſion of power, 

Tur governor of the Citadel, Monſieur de 
Groſlay, dy ing likewiſe atthis juncture, the Duke had 
the intereſt of having this office conſerred on a 
young officer, Monſicur de Fumel, who, in virtue of 
this charge, was, in the Duke's abſence, his locum te- 
nens in the province. 


Nor ſatisfied with the ſpacious accommoda- 


tion, which the Hotel of the Government afforded, 
he cauſed to have erected, in the Dutchy of Fron- 
fac, in the vicinity of Bourdeaux, a villa, where 
taſte, luxury and elegance, united. Frequent par- 
ties were given at this charming place, which was 
enlivened by his gaiety, and the complaiſance of the 
ladies convened to partake of it's enjoyment. 

A youns widow, related to the Vicar-General, 
and who lived with her relation in great retirement, 
attracted his regard different times at church. The 
reputation of the Duke, that brilliancy, which ſur- 
rounded him, and his affability towards his retinue, 
impreſſed her with favorable ſentiments, however 
great the diſproportion of age. Richelieu felt his 
attention would be returned, and immediately com- 
mences an acquaintance wich the clergyman. He 
nonors him with a viſit, which the other's diſcern- 

ment 
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ment attributes, to the effect of his female relation's 
beauty, more than to any individual merit he poſ- 
ſeſſed, to entitle him to ſuch conſideration. Diſ- 
gnſted with the intent, the reverend Father deter- 
mines to impede the progreſs, and the Duke's viſits 
repeated, he has always feigned excuſes in readineſs 
that the widow, from indiſpoſition, buſineſs, &c. 


15 not viſible. 

RicuEL1ev, checked in his purſuit, reſolves 
to ſurmount the obſtacle. Too experienced to be 
deficient in expedients, he wiſely manifeſts, in his 
conduct, an apparent oblivion of the ol ject, ceaſes 
his viſits, and deſiſts altogether from the bare men- 
tion of her name. Perſonal communication being 
at an end, the nec eſſity of conveying his ſentiments 
by letter occurs; but who to fix on to be the media- 
tor, is the queſtion ? 

Tux Duke learns, that the Superior of the 
Convent of the Capuchins is her director; and that 
this man is of a piety ſo auſtere, and an integrity ſo 
inflexible, that neither money, or any ambition to 
pleaſe the great, will occaſion his deviating from the 
irik path of rectitude and morality. Richelieu 
imparts his intentions to the valet of confidence, 
whoſe fidelity had been unremitted during thirty 
years of ſervice; this man, fully inſtructed, and 
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earneſt in preferving the regard of lis maſter, rea- 
dily embraced the part aſſigned him to play. He 
goes to the Superior, and entreats his confeſſion and 
penitence may be admitted and found deſerving of 
his prayers: declares himſelf a notorious robber, 
and in following that infamous tendency, he had 
plundered a great many of the effects of the widow, 
which a remorſe of conſcience induced him to wiſh 
perſonally to reſtore, and obtain her forgiveneſs. 

THe guardian, ſtruck with the apparent ſin- 
cerity in this convert's declaration, delayed not to 
influence the lady, to admit of the reſtoration and 
to grant to the culprit her full pardon. He is in- 
troduced in conſequence, and after a ſtudied diſ- 


courſe replete with repentance, he preſents a valua- 


ble ſmall caſket, in the bottom of which, after pre- 
ſents well diſpoled of lace, jewels, &c. is the 


Mareſchal's declaration, and hope, he will not by 
her cruelty, fall an unhappy victim to his paſſion. 
Taz Letter is opened and read with {elf ſatis- 
faction, yet, pride dictating the neceſſity of her 
inclination being concealed, ſhe abſtains from in- 
dulzing her religious propenſity for a few days. 
The Duke augured well from not ſeeing her too 
earneſt in devotion, He conceived it the conflict 
berween duty and a with of gratification; and judged 


u that 


Wy 4-4 7 - — w 


— ——ů —— . 


54 ] 


Vat common frailty would cauſe the former to yield. 


The Symptom ſoon was viſible, and the Mare- 
ſcha! found his conjecture juſt, in a ſubſequent 
merting, where the Lady's eyes and bluſhing de- 


meanor confeſſed the partiality, which ſhe enter- 
tained. 

AxoTHER Letter is immediately entruſted 
to be delivered through the fame channel, and, in 
this, a place of aſſignment is, with trembling fear, 
ſuggeſted at the houſe of a Lady, a commcu 
Ir lend to both parties. 


Tu poor penitent haſtens through the inter- 


ceſſion of the Guardian for the laſt interview, in 


which ample reſtitution being made, he truſts b. is 
pardon will be ſeal'd; and that he may have it 
conſtantly in view, as an example and to deter 


from future impulſes to fin, he entreats, it may be 


* conferred on him in writing. The Lady reſts the 


falicitation ; but the Guardian infiſting on the pro- 
priety of her doing every ching, as a good Chriſ- 
tian, that may efectually tend to the quiet and 
converſion of the finner, ſhe is led to aſſent, and 
retiring to her deſk, comes out with a paper, the 
contents of which are flattering to the Duke's wilh- 
C5. 
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Ir may eaſily be ſurmizcd, that, after this un- 
derſtanding, no day paſſed without the Mareſchal's 
repairing to the houſe of this convenient friend; 
and few were the Meetings where mutual concur- 
rence did not dictate the rapidity and pleaſure of 
the moments enjoyed. In this attachment a ſin- 
cere eſteem was formed, when time devcloped to 
their knowledge a ſenſe of each other's qualifica. 
tions; and deſirous of the comfort of ſociety, with 
out reſtraint, he prevailed upon the Ladies ta 
journey to Fronſac, where their relidence was en- 
deared by the Duke's conſtant attentions, freed 
from thoſe avocations, which his public fituation 
in the city demanded, 
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CONTINUATION OF THE DUKE'S ATTACHMENTS. HE SEFS 
A NU ATP APIS, 1WH0 IS INTERESTED IN HIS FAVOR. 
RICHELIEU REJECTS THE PROPOSAL OF COMING INTO 
THE MINISTRY, ON THE DEMIZE OF THE MARESCH AL, 
OF BELLISLE. THE PEACE IS MADE. DEATH OF MA- 
DAME DE POMP.4DOUR, 


1213 pleaſing connection had a duration vt a long- 


er time, than the verſatility of the Duke promui- 


ed. A year paſled in this charnung retreat, with- 
out the parties being ſenſible tg the time, which had 
elapſed, It was next to an impoſſibility conſidering 


the nature of one of the parties, that it ſhould be 


laſting. The moment of this impreſſion, all con- 
tent was baniſhed; and the Lady, ſorely repenting 


to have yielded to a tranſient attachment, with- 


drew 


N 
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drew to 2 convent to indulge her future days, in 
Melancholy, regret, and ſolitude. 


New cares and attachments brought him 
back to the capital, A friend of Madame de 
Mauconſeil, devoted to a religious penance for 
which ſhe felt no inclination, wiſhed to be placed 
at the head of a convent of Nuns, and employed 
this Lady to ſolicit, with the Duke, his good of- 
fices with the Cardinal de Roche Aymon, the pa- 
tron, in whoſe diſpoſal, all thele religious inſtitutions 
centered, 

An epiſtolary correſpondence enſued, and the 
Marcichal, fuggeſting ſo lively a ſtyle, in which they 
were written, acnoted a perſon, whole genius ſoared 
to greater pleaſures, than a cloyſter could afford, 
wiſhed for a perſonal acquaintance. He viſited her, 
and ſound his conclufion juſtified. The Lady com- 
plained of the cruelty of her relations in compelling 
her to this fituation, which, nothing, but the requeſt 
ſhe made, of becoming the Miſtreſs of an Abbey, 
could poſhbly mitigate the rigor of. Ihe Duke pro- 
miſed his intereſt, and encouraged a lope of allevia- 
ting her tufferings, by his evcncual ſucceis with the 


Cardinal, and in the interim, by the atidu:ty of his 
attention, 
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Tress preliminaries agreed upon, they ſaw 
each other frequently, and the Lady prepoſſeſſed 
with her patron's intereſt and addreſs, refuſed him 
no favor, to which he could aſpire. Unfortunately, 
his defires were crowned, without the compenſation 
expected. The Cardinal forgot his promiſe, and 
Richelieu, devoted to other avocations, loſt ſight of 
an object, immured in a cloyſter, where difficulty of 
acceſs and danger were the inevitable conſequences, 
if dilcovery bad attended the nature of his conſtant 
meetings. 

Or his former attachment to Madame de Lau- 
ragais, there remained the molt perfect friendſhip; 
in no inſtance was this amiable woman wanting in 
proof of the ſincerity ot her eſteem,if any thing ad- 
vantageous preſented itſelf at court, inſtantly her en- 
deavors were uſed to obtain it for her friend, 

Taz Maréfchal de Belliſle, Miniſter for the 
war department, was ſinking, oppreſſed with age and 
the weight of afirs, the bad ſtare of which he could 
not remedy : but more particularly, a prey to the 
grief, which, the loſs of his only jon, the Count de 
Giſors, occaſioned. This young Nobleman, the de- 
light of his parents, the ornament of a court, the ad- 
mication of the public, was killed at Caſſel, at the head 
of a regiment of carabineers, which he commanded. 


No 


19 
No example could more forcibly evince that, an- 


pition, power, and Grandeur, are very ſecondary to 
happineſs. This old man, terminating a long and 
brilliant career of ſingular and uninterrupted good 
fortune, is afflicted by the hand of Providence with a 
ſtroke, by the premature death of a beloved child, in 
whom all his hope of perpetuating the honors of his 
riſen houſe centered. 

MAbaukE de Lauragai:, thought immediately 
of her friend for the Miniſter's ſucceſſor ; and Ma- 
dame de Pompadour, and the King himſelf, were 
addreſſed by her to favor the man of her election. 
His Majeſty approved, and on the lift of candidates 
Richelicu was certain of the ſucceſſion, when the old 
Marc ſchal died. It was a ſurprize very diſagreeable 
to her, as ſhe had anticipated the pleaſure ot announ- 
cing, tothe Duke, the King's non ĩnation, to find him 
reje ct the honor intended. His objection reſted on 
the inſtability he had remarked in cabinet appoint- 
ments; and that in himſelf, the Monarch's favorite, 
it would be abſurd for him to riſk, from the ceſpon- 
ſibility ſuch a ſtation, annexed, the danger of his diſ- 


pleaſure. That he had been a witneſs of the beſt 
concerted meafures being thwarted and overſet 


through undue influence ; and the blame generally 
reſult to the Miniſter's incapacity, whom the Mo- 
narch 


Ta 
narch in compliance to the will or clamor of his peo- 
ple, often was compelled to ſacrice. Independent 
of this, he thought abuſes had prevaded, in that de- 
gree, every department of the ſtate, as to need one 
man, veſted with the molt abſolute powers and un- 
trouled authority, to remedy the evil, and to adopt 
a complete new ſyſtem. Perſuaded, that power 
would not be delegated ſolely to him, he wiſhed to 
decline playing a ſecondary part, which could not 
tend to the good he thought requiſite. His expe- 
rience had led him to obſerve the brilliant acts ef- 
fected, by Lewis XIV. when aided by the coun- 
{els of Meſſes. Colbert, Louvois, and Lionne; and 
that Monsr. de Chamillard, whoſe probity was pro- 


verbial, and Monsr. de Pontchartrain, the miniſter 
of the marine, both men famed for their capacities, 
yet, not having that preponderance in the cabinet, 
which attended the plans of the former; the miniſ- 
try of theſe gentlemen was ine ent, with ſuch a 
head as the late King's, to approve and dictate t heit 
execution, and the marine in particular went to ruin. 
He had remarked alſo the vigorous admint- 
ſtration of the Duke d'Orleans, when directed ſole- 
le, by the reſult of his own found judgment, at the 
commencement of the Regency; and had felt only 
it's decline, when the pernicious counſels of Dubois 
and Law began to operate. | 
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IT was his maxim, that, in the principles of 
adminiſtration, an evident contradiction exiſted. 
This was in not entruſting the whole management 
of foreign affairs to one perſon, in whoſe ability, 
ſecrecy, and diſcretion, the greateſt reliance might 
be placed; a policy very ſuperior to that ot al- 
lowing every meaſure, emancipating from this de- 
partment, to be ſubmitted and debated in a council 


of ſtate, where the impoſſibility laid of the project 
not being in ſome degree known, and communica- 
ted of courſe by the ſpies and miniſters of foreign 


powers. In the departments of marine and the ſe- 
cretary at war, he conſidered, on the contrary, the 
aid of a cabinet neceſſary; as profeſſional men of 
both lines might occaſionally be called in, and aſ- 
fiſt with what their technical ſtudies and practical 
obſervation had furniſhed them with the knowledge 


of, 


W1Trour theſe primary ſteps, which he urg- 
ed the propriety of adopting, he renounced all pub- 


lic occupation; predicting no ſucceſs, otherwile, 


would attend the general welfare; and that thoſe, 
acting in truſt, independent of the chagrin reſulting 
from diſappointment, would have the vexation to 
endure the blame and curſes of a diſcontented peo- 


ple, and the oppoſition of parliaments, who ſhewed 
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ſymptoms of active interference in the affairs of 
government. 

His repreſentations did not avail, nor was his 
refuſal to act on other terms in the leaſt regarded. 
The Duke de Choiſeul, already miniſter of foreign 
affairs, had the ſagacity to unite this ſtation to his 
department. A ſubmiſſion, approaching to ſervi- 
lity, had introduced this nobleman to the graces of 
the Marchioneſs, and in her favor he had entirely 
ſupplanted L'Abbẽ de Bernis. | 

Peace ſoon took place, and France did not 


bluſh to rejoice, from the execution of a treaty, 
which reflected ſuch diſgrace on the Monarchy. 
A marine annihilated, repeated defeats by land, her 
colonies taken, and in India, that Empire, to which 
the aſpired, raviſhed from it's founders, were 
cauſes, that none, but the profligate, attached to a 


court, could view without ſincere regret and deep 
murmuring. In the concluſion of this diſaſtrous 


war, an end was put to ſuch a ſucceſſion of melan- 
choly occurrences, and at this event, indeed the 
people, oppreſſed with burthens, had good reaſon 
to expreſs their ſatisfaction. 

Tux time vas paſſed, when Lewis XV. emer- 


ged from his natural indolence, was animated, by 


2 woman, who loved his glory, to head his armies, 
and 


| 


r 
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and, by a bright example, occaſion an emulation in 


other generals, who were called into active ſcene. 
The contraſt, between his former and preſent mis- 
trels, was ſtriking The one, exerting what power 
and inlucnce ſhe poſſeſſed in an honorable ſele ion 
of men; the other, indifferent to the ſucceſs, ſo 
that her minions and creatures only were employed. 
Unworthy ofa Monarch was the part, which his 
Majeſty was made to act. After the defeat of the 
Prince de Soubize at Roſhach, although the force, 
he commanded, exceeded the enemy's, the King 
writ to him, in his own hand, to conſole his misfor- 
tune, and defiring him to attribute it ſolely to that 
chance of war, which no mortal can dictate. In 
the next campaign he is confirmed in his command, 
and notwithſtanding the diſaſters attendant on it, he 
receives, as a reward for his merit, the Bilton of a 
Mareſchal, to the ſurprize of all Europe, and the 
general indignation of his country. 

Tux pen of the hiſtorian revolts at the idea of 
relating the voluptuous habit of this Monarch. His 
mind, deſtitute of a cultivated education, was ſunk ina 
want of energy, and reclining at his eaſc, he aban- 


doned the cares of his kingdom to the dominion of 


a baſe woman and corrupt miniſters. Her aſcen- 


dency had riſen to it's height, and apprehenſive, the 


ravage 
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ravage of age would affect her perſonal charms and 
might alter the ſovereign's partiality, ſhe diverted 
him from that attention, by engaging it to other 
youthful objects, of which ſhe took care to form the 
molt choice collection. Crecy, Bellevue, and other 
places, deſtined for ſuch recreations, were eſtabliſh- 
ments, that drained the kingdom of it's money; and 
the miniſter, the molt complaiſant in furniſhing the 
ſupplies, was ſecure in the continuance of his office. 

PROVIDENCE at length interpoſed, by her act, 
to reſcue a devoted nation. Madame de Pompa- 
Cour was attacked by a lingering illneſs, for which 
the ſcientific knowledge of the faculty could not 
find any remedy ; and, with the general execration 
of an inſulted people, ſhe quitted this world. In 
her laſt moments, his Majeſty's apathy was made 
known. Each day, requiring a hand bill to be de- 


livered by the Lord in waiting of the ſtate of this 


woman's health, he relieved his infipidity in calcu- 
lating how long it would be ere ſhe ended her ca- 
reer; and without teſtifying the leaſt anxiety for 
her miſerable ſituation, or the ſmalleſt ſpark of re- 
maining affection, it is an eſtabliſhed fact, that, on 
the day ſhe yielded her laſt breath not a ſigh eſcaped 
him, and on that of her burial, having announced 
his wiſh to ſee the pomp and ſolemnities attending 

the 
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the ceremony, throwing up the ſaſh of his win- 
dow and coolly turveying it as it paſſed, he ſimply 
obſerved, pulling out his watch, that the funeral 


would reach Paris at ſuch aa hour, ang then with- 
drew. 
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| CHAP. v. 


=! TYRE ARCHBISHOP OF BOURDEAUX TRIUMPHS OVER THE 
| MARESCHAL IN THE OBJECT OF AN ATTACHMENT, HE 
HAD ENTERTAINED. HER PARTIALITY FOR THE FOR. j 
MER IS OF LITTLE DURATION, AND SHE RETURNS TO b 
THE DUKE, VISIT PAID TO FOLTAIRE, ACCOMPANIED t 
BY MADAME DE LAURAGAIS. EXTRAORDINARY WA- 
GER PR9POSED, AND ACCEPTED. 
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Rienziizv, preferring the Reſidence in his Go- 
vernment to all others, ſoon repaired to Bour- 
deaux. Certain of being eclipſed by no one, and 
{ fond of deſpotic ſway, he felt an inertion in the ca- 
pital, which dictated the change. Deſpairing that 
| at his age he would ſhew any reform, the people, 
| not inſenſible to his former conduct, were not much 
. gratified at his return. Complaints and remonſ- 
trances had reached the Throne, but the Monarch, 
too 
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| £00 partial, and too aware of the zeal of a ſervant, 
who knew no other incenſe to ſacrifice to, than 
Royalty, was deaf to the prayers expreſſed for his 
removal. The Parliament of the Province, jealous 
of the exerciſe of ſuch abſolute authority, prepared 
to repel and diminiſh it's ſtrides; and himſelf in ar- 
bitrarily enforcing the edicts of his Prince, however 
unſanctioned by the ſtate. 

Taxa is a pleaſant Anecdote told of him, 
which happened about this junfture. A pretty 
woman preſented herſelf at his audience, with a pe. 
tition in her hand. Attracting his regard, he is 
earneſt in meeting her wiſhes, and, without paying at- 
tention to the purport of the requeſt, is on the mo- 
ment of countenancing too eagerly the object. 
The Plague was the diſorder, that afflicted this poor 
girl; and when acquainted with her ſituation, he 
merrily exclaims ** Madam, this is a diſeaſe that 
& only ſpreads, with the Parliaments, and it's effect 
*can alone reach and affect Sovereignty.” 


To render his Government more ſevere and 


diſguſting to the people, it was his delight to hear 
at his morning Levees the common chit chat and 


ſtories told of particular perſons and families. To 
contribute thereto, he encouraged his minions to in- 


troduce themſelves into private habitations and to 


bring 


1 


bring him an account of any ſcandalous anec dote, 
that could, in it's relation, tendto his entertainment. 
Happily, his ſenſe was too good to ſuffer any trivi- 
al non lenſe of the kind to biaſs his judgment, and 
imbibe prejudices, to the diſadvantage, in a world- 
ly ſenſe, of che parties, who afforded them. 

An American Lady, to whom he had profeſ- 
ſed an attachment, prior to his departure for the ca- 
pital, thought his abſence ſo long, that to reſiſt the 
vacuum, which aſſailel her, ſhe liſtened to the 
Archbiſhop's deſire of ſupplying, by his convertation, 
her hours of agrecable relaxation. The prelate's vi- 
firs were admitted. Richelieu, on his return, jealous 
of the preference given, was determined the entire ſa- 
erifice ſhould be his, and the temporary favorite 
{upplanted by him. Pleaſed wich the thought. of 
aſfixing a ridicule on the idol of a churchman, he 
had eſpied and received notice of the day, the reve- 
rend father nad fixed for his devotions. Soliciting 
himſelf, that the favor ſhould, in preference, be 
granted to him, at the ſame time, he haſtens to 
her door at tlie hour appointed. The preſence of a 
third perſon, not being {unable to the 1aclina- 
tions of the parties his admiſſion is denied. Con- 
ceiving the viſit of his friend will be prolonged, 
and carried on, for the fake of appearance, in a myſ- 
terious manner, chat no unjuſt ſurmize might ariſe, 


he 
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he directs his carriage and ſervants to remain in the 
corner of the ſtreet, and if perchance they perceived 
the Archbiſhop without equipaze, to offer their maſ- 
ter's, potted for his conveyance. The deſign ſuc- 
cceded, and with difficulty he eſcaped from ſuch 
diſagteeable importunity. The next day, the Duke 
pays his compliments in perſon, and the Lady excu- 
ſing herſelf, that her indiſpofition the preceding day 
had not permitted her having the pleaſure of his com- 
pany, Richelieu jocoſely obſerves, it cannot be doubt 
& ed ſince her confeſſion had been thought neceſſary; 
e the Archbiſhop, added he, though diveſted of 
& his croſs and mitre, was deſtined for this pleafing 
« occupation. In my turn, I come, to obtain indul- 
tc gences, and with venetation I approach this con- 
&« {ecrated ſpot,” 

Tux Lady very ſhortly after fixed her ſerious 
regard ona gentleman of the province; intimating 
her intention to the Dake, he accelerated her nuprials, 
and had the generoſity to aſſiſt in perſon at the cele- 
bration of the marriage. 

ReTu2NED to Verſailles, on his annual ſervice, 
he experienced the regret to ſee periſh by an untime- 
ly death the Dauphin, a prince during whoſe future 
reign the nation hoped for a reform; and who had 
diſtinguiſhed the Duke by particular acts of kind- 
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neſs. Too practiſed a courtier not to carry himſelf 
with equal reſpe& in both courts, he acquired the 
Davphin's good will, without injuring in the leaſt the 
intimacy, with which the Sovereign had honored him. 
In the eſteem of the former he gained ground, from 
his profeſſeddiſlike to the Miniſter, Choiſeul, whom 
his Highneſs deteſted, and whoſe meaſures were 
condemned by Richelieu with becoming freedom. 

Tus Dauphin, of a groſs habit, was attacked 
with a cold and fever, which, ſettling on his lungs, 
prognofticated his ſpeedy diſſolution. His chear- 
fulneſs was ablorbed by the effect of ill- 


neſs, and the diforder obtained a rapid progreſs 


from internal vexation. Admitted to no confidence 
by his father, to no participation in the affairs of 
ſtate, deploring the evils that Choiſeul's adminiſ- 
tration entailed on the kingdom, he foreſaw the 
imprafticabilty of averting them, and of remedy- 
ing effectually the abuſes, which prevailed, and in 
this lamentation actually wiſhed for death. He 
had, when bleſſed with good health, honored the 
Mareſchal with his Picture. He ſent him a ſecond 
one, and the contraſt being too evident the Prince 
told him that he would ſoon obſerve a greater 
change. | 


His 


En 


His fortitude in the approach of death, that 
patience and reſignation, with which he endured 
the pains of a lingering death, the conſolation he 
adminiſtered to all, attendant on his perſon, ſhew- 
ed a greatneſs of mind, blended with the moſt ami- 
able diſpoſition, and France truly had to regret, 
that this Prince did not live to enjoy the Throne. 

H1s body was opened, and every part affect- 
ed confirmed the natural diſeaſe, that had carried 
him off, and baffled the arts of the faculty. The 
public, indulging in the hope of Lis ſucceſſion, wers, 
by deſigning men, attempted to be drawn into an 
idea, that the Miniſters of the day, dreading a 
future reform in tke reign of this Prince, had ſhor- 
tened the length of his days. But however ill 
adapted to the ſituation of the kingdom Monſieur 
de Choiſeul's adminiſtration was, yet certainly no 
veſtige of a crime ef this Nature could be attach- 
ed on him. This Miaiſter's exceſſive prodigality, 
at a time when France was burthened, with the 
moſt grievous Taxes, and his wild and reſtleſs 
Schemes of aggrandizing the Monarchy by con- 
gueſt, tended to haſten that ſpirit of diſcontent, 
which, impreſſing moſt perſon's minds, matured 


in the end! ad hrouht on ſerious conſeq ences. 


Ute 
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His Majeſty retired to Fontainbleau, where 
the functions of the Duke's office compelled his 
attendance. Thoſe, that this melancholy ſcene de- 
mandec, were given in charge to the Duke de 
Fronſac, his ſon. Between this young Nobleman 
and the Duke d' Orleans, a difference of etiquette 
aroſe. The latter, as firſt Prince of the blood, 
claimed the excluſive direction of the Military 
guards, and of every thing, that regarded the ſolem- 
nity of the funeral. The former, inſtructed by his 
father, pretended, that in quality of firſt Gentleman 


of the bed chamber, he was, on public occaſi ons, 
the immediate delegate of his Sovereign, and in 


that quality no one could be ſuperior to himſelf, 
| Pogresrty will ſcarcely believe, that the pro- 
ceſſion to Sens, where the Dauphin's Body was 
deſtined to be interred, ſuffered an interruption, 
until the Monarch's deciſion on the reference was 
given. An event, ſo mournful, ſeemed loſt in 
the minds even of thoſe, who attended, to 
give place to a frivolous diſcuſſion, importing 
the individual opinions of whoſe claim was beſt 
founded. 
Soon after this lamentable occurrence the 
Mareſchal's ſingulaz talent of pleaſing and of ſue- 
ceeding generally, where his attention was devot- 


ed, 
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ed, was put to the trial by his friend Madame de 
Mauconſeil, a Lady, delighting, as moſt of the Sex, 


in bringing, to a happy termination, attachments once 
formed, or of creating them, where diſguſt inany par- 
ty exiſted, and was profeſſed. Such was the following 
_ circumſtance: A Lady of the Robe, a Spinſter, 
whoſe uglineſs, united with her prudery, deplored the 
weakneſs of her Sex, in liſtening to the idle Tales 
of men, and quoting Monſieur de Richelieu, as 
one, whom ſhe had heard of, as moſt ro be appre- 
hended in his youth, inſiſted ſhe would have been 
an exception. Her friend intimates to the Mare- 
ichal the oddity of the declaration, and truſts his 
powers of amiability altho' at fixty-eight, will yet 
have their effect, and puniſh her preſumption. 
Vanity and ſelf love preponderated too much not 
to act upon the intimation ; and he felt commit- 
ted, before he had the pleaſure of ſeeing the perſon 
to whoſe ſhrine his vows were to be facrificed. 


A Meeting ſoon occurred, and ſtruck with the ob- 
ject, he pauſed, and doubted it his reputation for 
gallantry would not, on this ſhore, be wrecked. 
So deficient were her pretenſions to expect any 
one's homage, that he queſtioned, whether his per- 
feverance would aid him through {ach an under- 


taking. But aave to his word, that tie diſpel- 
led 


1 


led other objections; and employing the ſoftneſs 
and brilliancy of his converſation, joined to an un- 
common addreſs, he ſoon obtained a favorable ear. 
Marriage was talked of as a pleaſing reflection 
to a perſon of his years, wanting an aſſociate, whoſe 
mental qualifications could concur to make life 
glide away agreeably. 1 he Lady thought ſhe ſaw 
herſelf in this picture, and her rmagiuation once 


deluded, in the expe ation of becoming the wife 
of a Mareſchal of France, the platonic ſentiments, 
ſhe had entertained, were ſoon ſubdued. 

Amour this period, the Duke determined to 


pay a viſit to his friend, Voltaire, who long had 
entreated that favor to be conferred on his Hermit. 


age, at Ferney. It was an entreaty becoming of 
his friendſhip to ſubmit to, even if greater difficulty 
had attended the journey. The other had a ſin- 
cere regard for him, and in no part of his much 
admired works, or when verbal opportunity of- 
fered, had he emitted to ſound his praiſe, and com- 
mand his friend reſpect, from thole not perſonally 
acquainted with his deſerts. 

Dzs1rous of Company, Madame de Laura- 
gais propoſed journeying as far with him as Lyons, 
where the Archbiſhop, her relation, preſided ; and 
an opportune invitation from the prelate faved the 


complacency 
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complacency of the meaſure, from the animedyere 
tons of a cenſorious world. 

Vor ral E received him, as the Idol on won 
his admiration was bent. An enthufiaſta inſpired 
him, and dictated ſpontaneouſly the Elogium, 
which he beſtowed on his Hero. The Mareſchal 
treated the Poet with a reſpe& and veneration, 
which few claimed in his mind; and theſe two 
friends, intoxicated with each other, indulged ſome 
time in the charm of reciprocal flattery. 

Tux author as good a courtier as the Duke, 
was impreſſed with a natural reſpect for the great, 
and particularly, his attention was engaged to thoſe 
in ſtation. He opened his heart to his friend, and 
lamented his baniſhment from the Capital, for 
which no habitation, however charming, could com- 
penſate. His pride felt mortified, that the light, 

which his countrymen had acquired, by that truth 


and reaſon, conveyed in his works, ſhould have o- 


perated ſo unjuſtly, as to have rendered him an 
exile, He complained of the Monarch's, Lewis 
XV.'s prepoſſeſſion againſt him, of the diſlike ct 
the Parliament, and that odium, he had incurred 


from the Prieſthood, who were indignant at thc 


tenets, which he had held out and fprezd forth with 
ſuch approbation, ſho uld have torn off the veil, 
that 
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that for Ages had covered their craft and decepti- 
on.—He bitterly exclaimed againſt the cruelty of 
tolerating a ſet of reptiles, who dared to attack him, 
the Father of Literature. In ſhort, he diſplayed 
the misfortune, to which a ſuperior genius often is a 
prey; a miſerable envy, and an uncaſineſs in trifles, 
that mortals would not ſuppoſe occupied, and much 
leſs, diſturbed the thoughts, in a cultivated and 
tranſcendent immagination. 

 Inthis agreeable ſpot Richelieu ſolaced near 
a month with his friend, much affected with ſeeing, 
how much his rich and noble mind was tortured 
by ſuch puerile reflections. He endeavored as 
much as poſſible to dufipate them, and before they 
parte, he prevailed on the poet to tranquilize 
himſelf, and to truſt, the æra would not be long, 
*ere the nation and Monarch, diveſted of rooted 
prejudices, would do him the juſtice of reſtoring. 
him to that ſeat of learning, Paris, which could 
only be embelliſhed by his merit and conſpicuous 
talents. 


CHAP, VI. 
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THE COUNT DU 2.4RRY INTRODU?ES MADEMOISELLE DE 
LANGE TO THE MARESCHAL. SUPPER GIVEN AT HIS 
PAVILLION, INTENTION OF DU BARRT'S RUVEALED. 
THE MARESCHAL TURNS THE PROFECT IN RIDICULE. 
ENDEAVORS OF DU BARRY'S SUCCESSFUL. HI INTRO. 
DUCTION OF HER TO LE BEL, THE KING'S VALET DE 
CUAMBRE, PROCRESSIVELY LEADS HER TO THE RANK 
OF HIS MATE:TY'S MISTRESS. ART USED T0 RENDER 
HIM INIMICAL TO THE DUKE DE CHOISEUL. DEATH OF 


LE BEL, OCCASICNED BY AN ACT OF VIOLENCE OF LEW- 
IS XT. 


Tue Nlareſchab's friendſhip for his Daughter, and 
paternal love, occaſioned his ſeeing, with regret, 
the progreſs of attachment, Madame D' Egmont, 
had made in the Duke of Choiſeul's eſteem. This 
lady, inheriting from ber Father, thoſe talents, that 


M faſcinate, 
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raſc nate, eaſily obtained his indulgence; aud her 
once granted, he ſolicited, through her channel, fa · 
vors from the Miailter for his friends, which his 
pride and enmity would not allo him perſonally 
to demand. 

Stix c tlie death of the Marchionefſs de Pom - 
padour, no Lady had appeared at Court, honored 
with the title and public avowal of Miſtreſs to the 


King. The Mareſchal had diſapproved of this firſt 


connection, and principally becauſe in Madame 
D'Etoilles no honor of Nobility was annexed: He 


carried either his deluſion, or ſervility of mind, ſo 
far, as to proteſſedly declare, he thought the title of 
King's Miſtreſs was of that importance, as to be an- 


ne xedd only to ladies of birth and the higheſt rank 


in life, deeming it unbecoming the Sovereign, to 
confer it on women of a {ſubordinate claſs. His o. 
pinion was not without foundation. Many Ladies 
of the firſt conſequence had publicly aſpired to me- 
ric that honor; and the Dutcheſs of Grammont, in 

particular, Siſter to the Duke de Choiſeul, thought 


_ every competition was at an end, when ſhe placed 


herfelf on the liſt. 
NEVERTHELESs, her figure and manners, witli 


the Ton ſhe adopted, not pleaſing the King, ſhe 


was riot recognized in that form, which the etiquette 
| of 


1 


of the Court preſcribed. Happily for thoſe, who 
dreaded the extent of the Miniſter's power, this wo- 
man of a paſſionate and violent temper, whoſe influ- 
ence on her Brother had been viſible, was rejected; 
and if ſhame had been a predominant feature in her 
career ſhe would have felt the puniſhment as juſtly 
inflicted, for the arrogance, which ſhe had ſhewn in 
her general deportment, and her preſumptuous ea- 


gerneſs to attain a rank ſo near the Monarch's per- 
fon. 


Tar Mareſchal, who often expreſſed a concern 
in not ſeeing the Monarch fixed, and ſo great a va- 
cuum, in the pleaſures of his Throne, ſtill remained 
unenę aged, was overheard by a Count du Barry, a 


man, who ſcoffed at reputation, and who deſcended 
to the meaneſt practices to elevate his fortunes ; of 


a diſpoſition intrizuing and fertile in expedients, he 
thought the moment was come, when by facrificing 
his own Miſtreſs, his own reſources and ſtation, in 
life, would be improved. The ſymmetry of her 
form was delicate, and her features were beautiful. 
In the view of eventual ſucceſs, he introduces her 
firſt to the Martſchal, whoſe perſonal approbation 
ſhe obtains ; but rejects, with indignation, the fur. 
mize of her figure, however charming, carrying her 
any further, than the reach ſhe had attaintd in his 

favor, 
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faror. Du Barry, confid ert, perſevering, ar | f ly 
aware {ach a turn was requiſue to br. fate of 
Bankruptcy, com pelle tue continaauicen cf her 
attention, to the Du.c, impe r. uning him with 
tae neceſſity of trial. Richellcu laughs at his folly, 
and ſurveying hin wich contempt, refers him to 
Le Bel. Go, ſays he, by his means, poſſibly, thy 
Favorite may obtain, for one night, the honcts 
of the Louvre.” 

Tarts titled Miſcreant, the very next day, 
encouraged by the Duke's prediction, repairs to the 
levee of the Valet de Chambre, held for the purpoſe 
of being ſerviccable to his maſter, as chief agent in 
this honorable department. Propoſitions on propo- 
fitions are made, and, in his turn, Du Barry cffers 
his divinity. But when queſtions are put, and her 
name announced, Le Bel ſtarts back and revolta at 
the idea, ſenſible that her reputation was too abandon- 
ed to permit ſuch a ſtep. Du Barry quits the houſe, 
diſconcerted, but with a determination to renew the 
attempt. Again he preſents himſelf for the purpoſe, 
and admittance is denied him. Accuſtomed to 
bear with patience every indigaity; he watches the 
footſteps of Le Bel, meets with him, and his importu- 
nity is ſo great, that an aff<nt is extorted, and on the 


next 


1 


ext cc ni“ H acco=:panics her, to the preſe: ce of 
hun, o ;udcing for his maſter, was to ſcal the 
bee with iis previous zpprobation. 

Tax cham has ef:2, Every appearance 
ſurveyed with rapture, Le Bel confelles the deſcripti- 
on of her is not exaggerated; and he promiſes an 
audience. Du Barry, anticipating the completion of 
his views, runs to the Mareſchal and informs himthe 
tranſlation of this divinity from the Valet de Cha:n- 
bre's apartment to that of the Monarch's will not 
be retarded. Du Barry's prediction was verified. 
The Monarch, tranſported with joy, became daily 
more enamoured, and above diſguiſing his Paton, 
profeſſed it with ſuch warmth, that the courtiers ea- 
fily diſcerned to what height of fortune this Lady 
would reach. The Count's hopes were unbouaded, 
and Richelieu, feaſible of the favorite's proſpect of e- 
levation, aided her with his counſels, daily to im- 
prove the ground {he had acquired. 

Ix Richelieu had not foreſeen, that this ſudden 
exaltation would lead the Monarch into a delirium, 
tending to favor his wiſhes, in the removal of Choi- 
ſeal, he would have felt a repugnance in ſo low an 
object riſing toſuch power. It was, as we have ob- 
ſerved before, a fixed maxim of his, that every wo- 
man, however high her birth and rank, had an ho- 
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nor coaferred, when ſelected by the prince; and 2c: 
cordant with this principle he deemed that of King's 
Miſtreſs amoagt the firſt of titles the ſex could en- 


joy. 

Is the proſecution of his views, he aſſiſted the 
favorite, in going rapidly through thoſe gradations 
the etiquette had eſtabliſhed, before ſhe could be 
recognized at Couit. Accordingly, a marriage 
was determined upon, an! Du Barry's brother, a 
Count by title, the perſon on whom this noble elec- 
tion fell. Mean in his education, profligate in the 
extreme, reduced to the greateſt ſhifts, he embraced 
eagerly the Duke's and his brother's propotal. A 
fun of money was the conſideration. The cere- 
mony was regularly to be performed by the prieſt, 
and retiring from the church, the bridegroom's for- 
mal congẽ was to ſucceed. As Counteſs Madame 
Du Barry was to be preſented at court, and no doubt 
could be entertained, but the fabouret and diſtincti. 


on of Maitreſſ: du Rot would immediately be con- 


ferred. | 
Lex Ber, that faichſul domeſtic, fo long ſerving 


his maſter, and accuſtomed to domincer over thoſe 
inclinations, paſſion ſwayed, terrified at the report of 
ſuch intendel fully, venture( to temonſtrate. On his 
Knzes, he entreats the Monarch to deſiſt, opezs his 


eyes, 
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eyes, with regard to the perſon, by whoſe fatality he 
has been ſo captivated: expoſes the injury his cha- 
ra ger will ſuffer, as his ſubjects will view ſuch an at- 
tachment with indignation. 

T ne Nonarch, truly faſcinated, oppoſes, to 
fuch ſoggeſtions, his own likings, the age he has ar- 
rived at, which ſhould, in the eyes of an indulgent 
people, ſcreen his actions, from being canvaſſed ; 
and much more from that reſpect due to his Sove- 
reign will, not ſhelter them againſt being held up, 
as a ſubject for cenſure. The ſervant, cruelly torn 
with remorſe, at ſeeing the maſter he loved, a victim 
to ſuch infatuation, attempts to prove the fallacy of 
his Majeſty's reaſoning. It coſts the poor fellow his 
life, Lewis the fifteenth, naturally of an impatient 
diſpoſition, forgetting at that time, who was the old 
Counſellor adviſing; and reflecting only on his di- 
vine commands being diſputed, threatens to ſtrike, 
and turns him out of the room. The regret experi- 
enced in ſuch treatment, and adverting he had ori- 
ginally brought the cauſe on himſelf, poor Le Bel 
ſickens, and dies. 

H1s Majeſty received the account of this loſs, 
with that apathy, ſo predominant in the breaſts of 


Kings and tyrants, which eſtranges them from every 
ſentiment 
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ſentiment of generoſity, clemency, or magnanimity ; 
and the new Counteſs, however obliged for the intro- 
duction, torgot all ſenſe of gratitude, in the ſubſe- 
quent oppoſition to her advancement. Equally, as 
an obſtacle to ſuch aſpiring views, ſhe had an enemy 
much more formidable in Monſieur de Choiſeul; 
and this Miniſter was not deterred from repreſenting, 
to his Majeſty, the indecency of giving fo uaboun- 
ded a looſe to a paſſion, which, his pride, ſelf love, 
and a reſpect he owed to the ſentiments of the nation, 


ſhould have dictated him early to conquer and ſup- 
preſs, The Miniſter was Ceccived. He thought 
himſelf coo firmly grounded, or poſſibly would not 
have ventured that length. The King, fatigued with 
remonſtrances, which, he had previouſly determined, 
ſhould have no weight, excited the Duke's ſurprize. 
“Sir, fays the Monarch, © When I command you 
& in my preſence, it is t9 treat and converſe on the 
ce general affairs of my kingdom, and it's relation to 
ce foreign ſtates; and neicher, fir, admiſſion or per- 
* miſſion is given you to introduce, much leſs to 
have the preſumption of diſcuſſing and conteſting, 


* thole private ſentiments of my mind, ia which 
the heart alone is engiged,” 
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CHAP. VII. 


| THE COUNTESS DU BARRY IS PRESENTED.—ONTHE DAY FIXKD 
FOR TH CEREMONY, SHE MAKES HERSELF W-41TED FOR, 
| —THE KING APPEARS E XCEEDINGLY AGITATED IN THIS 
WANT OF PUNCTUALITY. — DISGRACE OF MONSIEUR DE 
CHOISEUL. -— RICHELIEU WISHES FROM THIS DEPOSI- 
T1077, TO HAVE A SEAT IN THE CABINET, — OPPOSED 
IN THE SIGNIFIZATION OF HIS DESIRE; BUT A CER» 
TAIN COMPROMIZE MADE BY YHE NOMINATION OF 
HIS RELATION THE DUKE D' AIGUILLON.—THE MARES- 
CHAL BECOMES ONE OF THE FAVORITE'S MOST DEVOTED 
SERV ANTS. 


Marmot Lange, entitled Counteſs Du 
Barry, hy her Marriage with the brother of her 
former lover, neglected no means of fixing the 
Monarch's attachment. Aſſuming a Ton totally 
| different io thoſe of her ſex, who before had been fa- 


N vored 


11 
vored with his attentions; ſhe feigned to ſee, ia the 
Royal lover, only a ſimple Gentleman, Free of 
reſtraint, and throwing altle all di tinction tending 
to formality, ſhe adopted a familiar air and ſenti- 
ments, that hicherto to him were unknown; and 
in this novelty ſhe inſpired ſenſations, which, from: 
their fancy, worked pleafingly on his imagination. 
The whole family of the Du Barrys, barring the 
hubanl who had reſigned the privilege of in- 
vading this facred ſpot, cronded to the favorite's, 
and, reguding her as a tutelar deity, they had raiſed, 


enthroned her ſhrine with their advice. From this 
moment, the treaſury was converted into an inex- 
hauſtible ſource, for their own private wants, 
The young Counteſs, dazzled with her ſituation, 
and the ſplendor of a Court, knew the value of 
creating friends, who joining their Intereſt with her 
power, might give her an opportunity of forming 
a party of her own and reign undiſturbed. Mon- 
fieur de Richelieu was the perſon whom ſhe at- 
tached to herſelf, for her chief guide; and in him 
ſhe found a Courtier, equally devoted to purſue 
her wiſhes and his own. It was his turn to officiate 
near the king's perſon. In his confidence, he ſaw 
the growth of this unbecoming paſſion, and fo far 
from diſcountenancing the Monarch's inclinations, 


and 
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and preventing his expoſing himſelf, he flutered 
them, affecting to conſi ler, with him, this Idol, 
as a divinity. Reſolved on employing every means 
of removing the man in power of whom he was 
jealous, he ſpoke to the Monarch, on the impropri- 
ety of his lervants, objecting to their Maſter's con- 
ferring marks of his attach nent, on the object of 
his choice, This prejudice, once imbibed, he ac- 
celerated the Miniſter's downtall, by accuſing loud- 
ly his inattention to the Military, ridiculing that fi- 
mily compact, which his admirers and Partizans 
ſo much extolled, and derided this meaſure on the 
ground, that Sovereigns, being influenced in the 
cares of Government, by no ties of conſanguini- 
ty, or friendſhip, when the intereſt of their kingdom 
led to a deviation, it was folly to conſider acts of 
this nature as permanent and binding. That the 
maxim of having Armies on foot, well diſciplined, 
and a full Treaſury to ſerve to their maintenance, 
was a policy much more infallible. That France, 
in itſclf, was a nation ſufficiently powerful, without 
requiring any auxiliary or ſubſidiary aid; and, hav- 
ing the means within it's own exertion, command- 
ed exterior reſpect, conjointly with infuring the 
tranquillity of the kingdom by the interior power, 


ſhe 
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ſhe could immediately exerciſe to ſuppreſs diſcon- 
tent, and repel tumult and commotion. 


Ir was beyond a doubt, however the policy of 
the declararion, that no reſpect, to the good of the 
ſtate, actuated Richelieu in his deſire of removing 
the Duke. A perſona] hatred he had early imbib- 
ed for the Miniſter, determined him on his ruin, 
and too ſkilful not to know, ic muſt happen by 
gradually undermining, he made his approaches 
imperceptibly. Few men had attained, in that 
ſtation, ſuch an height of power. Able, eloquent, 
of a commanding Addreſs, acting under a Prince, 
whoſe love of indolence was predominant, Choi- 
ſeul encircled, in himſelf, the whole authority of 
Goverament, and had become a Coloſſus, whoſe 
downfall was thought impracticable. At his Le- 
vees, the Mareſchal piacticed the whole Act of a 
Courtier, vague proteſtations and demonſtrations 
of ſincere reſpect, whilſt every ſpring was ſet in 
motion to effect his point through Madame dy 
Barry. 

Tux Miniſter was not ignorant of the party 
formed, and, fully fenũble by whom it would be 
headed, he diſdained the idea of averting it; perfect- 
ly periuaded, his Grandeur, the many attachments 
he had created, the indeciſion of the Monarch, and 


that 
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that vaſt weight of influence he had added to his 
individual ſupport, in the acquiſition of the houſe 
of Auſtria, by the alliance of that family with the 
Dauphin, a meaſure he had planned, and brought 
to bear, viewed all thoſe, inimical to his continu- 
ance at the helm, as Atoms, oppoſed to him in the 
ſcale of power. 

He concluded likewiſe, it was impoſſible, fo 
ſoon as the firſt impreſſion wore off but the Mon- 
arch muſt be aſhamed, on reflection, of ſo unworthy 
a connection. His flatterers, for where is the Matt+- 
in place free of them, cheriſhed this idea, aſſuriug 
him there were moments, in which they had ſeen 
the Sovereign dedicate to thought, which were fol- 
lowed by a manifeſt repugnance to her ſociety, and 
therefore it could not be doubted, ſhe would, in 
one of thoſe gloomy moments, be precipitated 
| from her honors and ſituation, as ſuddenly and ſur- 
priſingly, as ſhe had riſen to them. 

Ix this opinion, his Siſter, Madame de Gram- 
mont, joined her aſſurances and obſervations. This 
Lady conceived herfelf ſupplanted in the ſtation, 
her wiſhes and ſubſequent incliqation had led her 
to hope to be fixed in. Haughty, proud, and 
anreſerved, ſhe treated the favorite, with ſuch mark 
ed contempt, as to cauſe her preſence being pro- 


ſ:cihed 
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ſcribed the Court. Irritated by the affront to his Sit- 
ter, the Miniſter deſiſted from every attention, and 
lou ily ſpoke of Madime du Bariy, as a being fo 
ſcandalous in her character, as rendered the Mon- 
arch's ſit ation dangerous, and demanded the in- 
terpoſition of the Church, ia offering Prayers to 
the ſupreme Divinity to wean his Majeſty, from 
fo degrading a pai.i.lity, 

Hegxce all hope of conciliation vaniſhel; the 
Counteſs independent of the part, ſhe was made ro 
play, became perſonally his inverzruce enemy, aud 
the King fecling no amuſement but in her co:npa- 
ny, cacli moment concurred to gravity the purſuit of 
her bitter refeatment; wl. ilſt the xliniſter, deeming 
himſelf ſheltered from it's eſſects, laughed at the in- 
potency of an enraged Woman, and neglected the 
moſt trivial circumſtances to ræũſt the preſl.ire. 

uE Miniſter's ſecurity did not efcape Riche- 
lic u's diſcernment. Malicious, vindictive, and perſe- 
veringly intent, on carrying his point, he helped 
the Duke's deception. More aſſiduous in his atten- 
dance on the miniiter, earneſt ia engaging his atten- 
tion at all times, full of proſeſſions of his inviolable 
friendſhip, he thought this demeanor, the natural 
conſequence of the repulſe, Richelicu's joint endea- 


vors with the favorite to effect his diſgrace had 


mee 
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met with, and looking on his ſtability as a rock, that 
no waves could affect, he fell a victim to his pre- 
ſumption. 

Trex day for the Lady's preſentation formal - 
ly at court was announced, and ſtruck the Miniſter 
with amazement. Still, impreſſed with the not ion, 
he hail formed, this ſtep muſt have been extorted 
from the Monarch in an inconſiderate moment, he 
ventured again his remonſtrances. Sis Majeſty 
was filent, but looked not diſpleaſcd. Richelieu 
watched the moment he was retiring, and infinuated 
to the King how becoming and manly was the reſo- 
lution, inſtancing the many Emperors and Kings, 
who, in ſuch private domeſtic matters, had thought 
proper to conſult and act on their own inclinations, 
without a diſſenting voice in the people tending to 
ſet aſide it's effect. Pleaſed with theſe remarks, 
and too applicable not to liſten to them, with a de- 
termination of adopting their purport, he forgot eve- 
ry obſtacle that had been ſtarted to his imaginati- 
on; and in viewing the conduct of both men, ke 
la in one the advocate of his ſucceſſor and children, 
in deterring him from his intention, and in the o- 
ther, the complaiſant and obedient ſubject, loving a- 
lone the Monarch, and wiſhing him to prefer, what 


would 
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would conduce to the peace of his mind, to other 
idle and vague conſiderations. 


Evsx on the day fixed for this ceremony, betts 
were numerous, that it would not take place. The 
whole court were at Verſailles, and the moment of 
introduCtion elapſed without the Counteſs appear- 
ing. Tokens of joy in ſome, and regret in others, 


were evident. Richelieu had his apprehenſions, and 


the Miniſter was exulting. In this moment, the 
Monarch ſeemed embarraſſed, and his imagination, 
aſſailed with every remembrance of what had been 
urged by the latter againſt the propriety of ſuch an 
aſſent, withheld it's confirmation. The Lady, at 
Paris, occupied in the moſt minute attention to her 
toiletie, was not ſenſible of the fatal pauſe ſhe was oc- 


caſioning. Studious of embelliſhment, and boriow- 


ing every art which with natural attraction, might 
ſubdue her enemies, ſhe little knew the critical hour, 
that endangered the brilliancy of her future ſituation, 


was elapſing. Im patient of awaiting longer the eyes 
of a whole court fixed on him, and conceiving him- 
ſelf juſtly as the perſon, who alone cauſed the ridicule 
of ſuch a ſcene, the Monarch was about to pro- 
nounce, that the ceremony was deferred, when a car- 
riage rattling in the court, notified the favorite's ap- 
proach. Richelieu recognizes the livery at a diſ- 


cance, 
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tance, whiſpers his Majeſty, and every tenderneſs 
recurs, and 1s augmented, at the inſtant of her bril- 
liant appearance. Such a form, ſuch elegance and 
beauty of perſon diſplayed, commands a general ad- 
miration; and uniformly is the exclamation, that if 
native ornament, figure and graces, are pretenſions 

of advancement near a throne, indiſputably Madame 
du Barry is entitled to that privilege. Further de- 
tail is unneceſſary. It was a day, the reign of licer- 
tiniſm became triumphant, and th- epoch, which fix- 
ed the ceſſation of every reſpect that ſtill exiſted and 
Monarchy was thought deſerving of. It was a mea- 


ſure ſo loſt todecency, that the people could not can- 
template, but with regret and aſtoniſnment, the re- 


gard they had hicherto manifeſted to their ſovereign, 
They ſaw in it ſuch a debaſement of royalty, that it 
effectually removed the faſcination, with which they 
conſidered, that part of the human ſpecies was em- 
bodied. Nothing could be more fatal to the ſuc- 
ceſſors of his throne, and if the meaſure in itſolt had 
not beenſufficiently diſgraceful, it was aggravated by 
the pernicious tendency it occaſioned. The reign 


of a baſe born woman, environed by a ſet of greedy 
courtiers, who acted on her influence to render it 


{ubſervient to their unbounded rapacity, 
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THE Duke de Choiſeul found out too late, that 
his power balan ced, and it wculd have been more 


prudent, with the view of permaniz'ng it, to have 
paid more attention to Madame du Barry, and not 
have ſuggeſted the ineffectual oppoſition he did, 


Accuſtomed however to his Majeſty's pliancy in all 
matters of ſtate, he ſtill truſted, that the manner 
in which he preſented them for his approval, would 
be his ſafety. A conciſe ſtatement, diſplayed with 
force of imagination, and juft drawn concluſions to 
what the meaſure would tend, left to the Monarch 
alone, the trouble ot ſignature, without the neceſſi- 
ty of entering into diſcuſſion onthe expediency. Re- 
doubling his application in all theſe points the King felt 
ſo diſembarraſſed from public affairs, and pleated with 
the Miniſter's diligence, that he liſtened, with reluc- 
tance, to the complaints, Madame du Barry, in her 
privacy with the King, carried againſt the Duke's 
adminiſtration. 
Bur relying not ſolely on this ground to re- 
tain his influence, he ſought ſecretly to involve 


the kingdom into hoſtilities, when the voice of 


the nation, he hoped, would unite in an unqualifi- 
ed declaration of the urgency of continuing, at 


the 
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the Helm, a man of his experience and talents, to 
conduct the war with vigor and honor to it's end. 
The Monarch's ſurfeit for war was known 
generally. Truly diſguſted with the diſaſters, that 
his kingdom had endured from the unfortunate 
war of 1755, He had ſworn, he would not give 
his ſanction to future wars. This apprehenſion 
was ſeiz ed immediately as a foundation for the Mi. 
niſter's ſecret enemies to work upon. In various 
anonimo!is productions, they accuſed him of neg- 
lecting the Engliſh, nay of ſtriving, by every pro- 
vocation, to compel that nation to take up arms. 
Richelieu rung, to the Monarch's ear, the danger 
incurred, and enhanced the grievances, which the 
Engliſh Ambaſſador repreſented. Adverſe him- 
if to the aſſiduity of applications inſeparable from 
a Miniſter's ſtation, ne wiſhed not to ſupplant the 
Duke in perſon; but his paſſions for gaiety and 
diſſipation, ſubſiding rather with his years had 
left a vacuum, which ambition was deſirous to ſup- 


ply. Before, he had been indifferent, and indeed 
loſt the moment of entering into the adminiſtration 


on the death of the Mareſchal de Belliſle. But, at 
this juncture, he a{pired, concurrent to his perſonal 
hatred to the Miniſter, with ardor, to a ſeat in the 


Council 
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Council of ſtate, and to have 2a Miniſter of his own 
forming and ſubſervient to his own private purpo- 
ſes. 

Wirz this intent he ſet eyes on his relation the 
Duke D'Aiguillon, a man fo famous for his lawſuit 
with Monſieur dz la Chalotais, which ſuit was not 
profecuted, nor judgment obtained from the Par- 
liament of Paris through the intereſt he had acquire. 


ed with Madame Du Barry and Richelieu's friend- 
ſhip. The Mareſchal, dreading the animoſity of 
that Court againſt his relation, and piqued that an 
appeal to them, from the oppreſſive act, a Member 
of the Parliament of Britanny had ſuffered, pre- 
vailed on the king to command the former Court, 
to deliver, into his hands, all the procedure and 


Papers which had” been forwarded to the exami- 
nation and final deciſion of their reſpectable tribu- 


nal. So violent an act reſounded from every 
voice, His Majeſty, the fountain of juſtice, bluſh- 
ed not to depart from his character, and arreſt ju- 
dicial proceedings to ſecrete a noble criminal, 


who, although not abſolved from the effect of the 
law, was ſheltered from it's operation. 


Tunis Nobleman, in his capacity of Governor 
of Britanny, had, through favor of the prerogative 
attached 
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ztiached to his charge, extended the powers with 
which he was v2ited, in defiance of every oppoſi— 
ton of the Parliament; and had purſucd vindic- 
tively the mot active of it's Members. Far from 
ſecking or wiſhing for tne moſt ample public juſti- 
fication, he rejoiced in the ſcreen, which his baſe 
adulation to the favorite procured him. Sordid 
and mean, he had indulged in wonderful exceſſcs 
in his Government; ard, if to have afforded pro- 
tection to ſuch a culprit, was not ſufficient to de- 
baſe a Court, and invert the juſtice of Majeſty in- 
to Mockery, he received the powerful ſuccour ot 
Madame Du Barry and Richelieu, to aſſociate 
with the Chancellor, and, jointly with him, cabal 
to accelerate the united view of the whole, the 
downfall of the Miniſter, for whoſe tation he in- 
tended himſelf, 

Tais Chancellor was a favorite of Monarchy; 
for he had darcd to frame a project to annihilate and 
diſſolve the Parliaments cf the nation. His Ma- 
jeſty, flattered with the idea, he ſhould reign in 
perfect quiet, if once delivered from the importu- 
nate remonſtranc23 of thoſe Courts, ever counter- 
acting his Sovereign will, faw no difficulty in the 
practicability of the plan. His Miniſter, he knew 
bad a reſpect for the conſtitution; and although 


led 
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led ſometimes to influence His Majeſty to uſe his 
prerogative of holding a bed of julice, and from 
that aweful ſeat, pronouncing it was his will, not- 
withſt:nding the reaſons, aſſi ned by the Parliament 
againſt the enacting of the meaſure, tha: the edi 
wauld bc regiſtered : yet that his ſentiments were, 
the Parliamen:s were ufeful, and diffuſed a ſplen- 
dor around the Throne and Government, which 
ſpread it's rays on the imagination of a people nei- 
ther void of jd ment or ovſeryation. Seaſible 
therefore the Miniſter would reject, with diſdain, 
in vidually, and diſcardd, wita the weight of his 
influence, publicly, a meaſure ſo contrary to the 
principles, he profeſſed, his Myeſty dared not im- 
part or hint at the deſign in view. Obſtrufted in 
this purſuit, and his mind daily aſſailed with the 
flattering proſpect reſulting from ſuch a ſtep, the 
Montrch inſenübly leſſened his objeRions to the 
Duke's removal, and in a moment of ſanity, im- 
pelle by Madame Du Barry, and Richelieu, ſign- 
_ ed the Duke of Choiſcul's exile. 

Rlenzligu ſnewed immediately an earneſt 
deſice of admiſſion into the Cabinet, which, as 
long as Choiſcal was Miniſter, he bad been ex- 
cluded from. His ambition had never aſpired to 
be the chief Leader in affairs, bot he wilhed for 


an 
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an efficiency in the Council of State, to give occa- 
ſionally his advice, and to be informed of every 


operation meditating. His pride, and that conſe- 
quence, he annexed to his actions, revolted at the 
idea of ſolicitation. He truſted, it would be con- 
ferred unaſked, and deemed his merit, fully pre 
ferable to thoſe of Monſcur de Soubiſe, who was 
unexpectedly the Candidate for this promotion. 
Madame Du Barry pointed out to the Monarch 
her friend; and, with the Duke, tel: bitterly diſap- 
pointed, when his Majeſty gave the pretc:cace to 
the Prince de Soubiſe, obſerving there was too 
much frivolity in Richelieu, for a grave cabinet 
Miniſter. Nothing but a moment of caprice could 
poſſibly have dictated ſuch a refuſal. The Duke, 
with all his levity, was advanced in years, and the 
Sovereign muſt have forgotten the early ſkill and 
great ability he had diſplayed, in negociations of im- 
portance, which, entruſted to him, he had always 
conducted to a ſucceſsful end. 

Txz Mareſchal, indignant that his pretenſions 
had been overlooked, and ſtill more piqued, from 
the object, on whom the election had ſeil, retained 
a deep impreſſion of the injury. Inftead however 
of retiring from Court to vent, in privacy, his 
grievances, he employed himſelf aſſiduouſly, in 


conjunction 


4 [ I CO ] 
conjunctien with the favorite, for the ſucceſs of 
his relation, D'Aizullon, to replace Choiſeul ; and 


to the diſgrace of the Monarchy, and the flagrant 
p violation of Juſtice, he ſu this perſon nominated. 
Sve a want of confieration in the Sove- 
reign, who yet appec:cd urchanged ia his perſonal 
attachment, merdfied hl. n fo greati7 as to briag on 
a Ceprefica of ſpiita, followed by obſtructions. 
The Preſident de Gaſcy, a man, converſant in 
Medicine, and a ſincere friend of the Duke, em- 
braced that opportunity of moralizing, and per- 
ſuading him to retirement. This advice, fo in- 
compatible to the Duke's ſentiments and habit of 
life, was rejected; but the phyſical prefcription, 
coeval with his moral, was, from the Duke's con- 
filence in his medical ſkill, eagerly adopted. He 
ſubmitted to a previous regimen, and afterwards 
regularly went through a courie of this valuable 
Medicine. It's compoſition was a diſtillation of 
opiuin, fermented with the Lees of Hops. It was 
this, that he adminiſtered to his friend Voltaire, in 
1778, though it proved ineffectual in prolonging 
the life of this elevated Hiſtorian, The public, 
w iſhing their much admired author to outlive his 
time, aſcribed his death, as premature, to the nox- 


ious cauſe of the opium. : 
For 
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For tome years the Duke had manifeſted no 
paternal kindneſs and regard for his ſon, the 
Duke of Fronſac. On the latter's Marriage with 


Mademoiſelle D*Hautetort, he had only aſſigned 
him an incorae of two thouſand Crowns, very in- 


ſufficient for the ſupport of his dignity, as Duke 
and Peer of France. A with however to avail 
himſelf of the credit, he poſſeſſed with the favo- 
rite, induced him to ſolicit her intereſt in behalf of 
this only ſon, for the vacancy, that had juſt de- 
volved, of tne Government of Chateau Trom- 
pette, worth forty thouſand livres annually ; bur 
in this even, though it was an appurtenance of his 
vice Royalty, he could not be gratified. The 
Poſt was given to a Gentleman of the Province, 
who had the merit alone of having recently eſpouſ- 
ed a Du Barry. 

Ot this unworthy preference, he loudly com- 
plained ; and the favorite, to alleviate his diſguſt, 
and diſpel his grief, prevailed with her Royal 
Lover, for Monfieur de Fronſac, being admitted 
to the enjoyment of a penſion of thirty thouſand 
livres per annum, on the National Treaſury, till 
| ſome Government, adequate to the Revenue of 
that beſtowed, occurred for full compenſation. 
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Is the Marriage of the Dauphin, was fut- 
pended all thoſe trivial diſagreements of the Court. 
Every idea was occupied, in the intended magnifi- 
cence and mode of it's celebration.— This event 
was marked with a depredation ot the Finances, 
which few inſtances could have equalled. The 


repreſentation of the Opera of Caſtor and Pollux, 
alone coſt the State one million. One of the moſt 


{uperb Halls in Europe had been conſtructed on 
the occaſion, and ornamented in the moſt coſtly 


manner. A journey of the Courts to Fontainebleau 
was eſtimated at two millions. The carriages, 


employed in the pretended ſervice of the King, 
were rated at three hundred thouſand livres. 
Innumcrable were the fortunes acquired. It wa: 
a general profuſion. A ſtranger would have 
concluded, that the Kingdom abounded in mo- 
ney, though it's impoveriſhed ſtate was notori- 
ous. Moderate men obſerved, with regret, ſuch de- 
reliction of principle. Others more inflamed, and 
perſorally aſflicted with the weight of ſuch delapida- 
tions, revolted in being fo inſulted, and imbibed no- 


tions, very unfavorable to hereditary Monarchy. 
So extended and univerſal was this pillage, that the 


ſenſible mind could not but be deeply affected in 
ſeeing treaſures, wantonly laviſhed, accruing and 
|  extorted 


1 


— 


extorted from the induſtrious peaſant and Manufac · 


turer, reduced to the utmoſt verge of poverty. 
To follow this detail would be too prolix, 


and the epoch is too memorable, not to be re- 
fleted upon without the greateſt lamentations. The 
nation has to deplore, that at the end of this reign, 
nothing was held as facred ; it's ſovereign having fal- 
len into the moſt perfe& apathy, the dupe to cheats 
and a prey to the worſe of rogues. 

Lewis the XV. having made known his inten- 
tion, that Mademoiſelle de Lorraine ſhould dance 
after the Princeſſes of the blood royal, all the nobili- 
ty of France, tenacious of their perfonal privileges, 
but wholly indifferent to important affairs of ſtate, 
however within their ſphere, and ſubmiſſive to eve- 
ry aſſumed ftretch of prerogative, took fire at this 
trivial incident, which they dremed derogatoiy to 
their intereſt and rights. In this agitation, memo- 
rials upon memorials were compoſed, and preſented; 
and one month was ſpent in diſcuſſing this vaſt and 
material point, Mademoifelle de Lorraine never- 
thelefs enjoyed the precedency aſſigned her, his Ma- 
zeſty declaring, it did aot become his faithful and loy- 
ing noble ſubjeRs, to countera or fruſtrate a tittle 
of his royal wiſhes, on ſo pleaſing an occurrence, as 


the marriage of his fon with a Princeſs of Auſtria, 


0 
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to whoſe glorigus houſe that youn g Lady was near- 
ly allied. 

PosTE8 1Ty ſcarcely will believe, that after this 
decifion, a renewal of the ſame ridiculous farce aroſe 
on the nuptials of Monſieur, with a Princeſs of the 
houſe of Sardinia, The ſame confuſion, the ſame. 
pretenſions, and after a certain time allowed tor the 
ferment, ſubſiding in the ſame implicit ſubmiſſion to 
the Monarch's divine will. | 

Tu us was this nobility diſtinguiſhed only from 
acts of their anceſtors, that had led to the titles, the 
preſent generation bore, loſt, in contention of trifles, 
to every conſideration, which alone could reflect 
dignity, on the grandeur of their ſituation, from the 
honors they had inherited, and which the candid and 
ingenuous mind muſt own, 1 perly deſcended to 
ſuch a pitiful race. 


CHAP, VIII. 


CHAP. VIII. 


ANNIHILATION OF THE PARLITAMENTS. MOTIVE FOR RIHE- 
LIEU'S ANTIP ATHY TO THAT BODY. HE ISCHARGED WITH 


THE FUNCTIONOF CAUSING TO BE REGISTERED 5 HE EDICT, 
FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE PARLIAMENT OF BOUR- 


DEAUX; AND SIMILARLY OF THAT, OF THE COURT OF AIDS 
AT P ARIS,->4 SUCCINCT ACCOUNT GF HIS CONDUIT AT 


COURT, 


Lrwis the XV. on whom the impreſſion had been 
made, that he never could hope to end, in tranquilli- 
ty, thoſe days, which ſo vigorous and fo long a reign 
had merited, without checking or reducing the idle 
pretenſions, his parliaments had claimed the execu- 
tion of, awaited with avidity, for the moment occur- 
ring, to rid himſelf of their fatiguing remonſtrances, 
jmpertinent oppoſition, and eucroachments on his ſu- 

preme 
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preme will, In this diſpoſition, he longed for the 
Miniſter, who would be daring and profligute e- 
nough to undertake ſuch a meaſure. In D'Aiguillon 
he found him, and in Maupeou, and Richelieu, ſe- 
condaries, actuated by proceedings of theſe bodies, 
againſt perſonal deeds, that juſtly had attracted their 
notice and obtained their decided reprehenſion. 

T xz latter of theſe had recently ſuffered under 
a decret of the parliament of Toulouſe, which, in full 
afſemblz, had been adjudged againſt him, for an 
outrage of power committed in his functions of go- 
vernor. Seizing the favorable opportunity of reveng- 
ing himſelf, he appealed to his Majeſty in a memo- 
rial of the injullice, bitterly 1avcighing againſt the 
manner judgment had been rendered, and of the 
powers aſſumed and exerciſed by that body, operating 
fo detri:nentally and with ſuch impropriety againſt his 
Majeſty's repreſentative, who, the Duke pretended, 
ſhould, in this light, be as free from any intermediate 
controul, between the Vice Roy and his Majeſty, as 
the torereign was, in the divine will and pleaſure of 
his acts, emanating from the ſupreme duty, to which 
power alone, the ruler on carth was amenable. 

Tus Nlareſchal, a friend to Monficur D'Etig- 
ny, intendant or Civil Adminiſtrator of the diſtrict 


of Auch, was involved in a ſuit with a Sieur Caſtera, 


* 
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a Counſellor thereof, and which, the latter, taking 
advantage of the declining ſtate of the former, 
had, at that period, inſtituted. 

D'Ericxx was a man, who had, in his offi- 
cial capacity, been of great ſervice to the Duke. 
In him he had experienced the zealous ſervant of 
a deſpotic Monarch, prompt in obeying and en- 
forcing every order, ſignified as originating with 
Majeſty, or enacted by his Lieutenant. Grateful 
for the eaſe in his Government, which this ſervile 
activity procured, he thought his protection due to 
this Gentleman, not from his own individual me- 
nit, but in the reciprocal ſenſe of a Governor, 
taking, under his immediate wing, all thoſe of 
this deſcription, to whom the enforcement of his 
authority was delegated. 

Ir appeared, that the claim aroſe, from the 
ſick man having lent feveral ſums of money, to 
Caſtera, which the other denied being till owing ; 


alledging, notwithſtanding the notes remained, he 


had parted with, and put D'Etigny in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of, two Domains in complete quittance there- 
of. On this point Caſtera preſſed for the exami- 
nation and croſs examination of D'Etigny, on his 
ſick bed; and the town revolted, that men of the 
Gown ſhould aſſume the privilege of diſturdo ng 


4 


a, 


{ 108 1 


a dying man's laſt moments, when it was evident, 
documents were in exiſteuce to refute fo falſe an 
allegation. Of this iutruſion his friend having com- 
plained, the Duke, in his capacity of Governor, 
ſent the king's Mandate to Caſtera, to directly re- 
pair to Bourdeaux, and account for his conduct. 

CASTERA, in obedience to the order, preſents 
himſelf. The Mareſchal direfts him to conſider 
the town as his reſidence and confinement, until 
it had pleaſed the Miniſtry to determine, how o- 
therwiſe he was to be diſpoſed of. This Com- 
mand, relegating him to a ſojournment unlimit- 
ed, and much prejudicing his affairs, he thought 
himſeif at liberty to conteſt and not conform to; 
and accordingly, on the next morning, he ſet off 
again for Auch. 

RicnzlLIEu, furious in being diſobeyed, ſends 
after him, expreſs, a Letter de Cachet, enjoining 
his attendance at Bourdeaux in two days, or in 
default thereof, the alternative of being carried and 
confined to the Chateau de Lourdes. 

CoMPELLED, at fight of this peremptory and 
authoritative requiſition, to yield immediate aſſent, 
the Counſellor was long at Bourdeaux; and a ſub- 
miſſive behaviour alone worked, in proceſs of time, 
on the Governor, by obtaining him leave to return, 


unmoleſted, 
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unmoleſted, to his houſe and family. The ſequel 


of his ſuit was pending, an l in the courſe of it, 
the orders of the king, ſignified by Monſieur de 


Richelieu, came to be canvaſſed. The Magiſ- 
trates, irritated at a Man's private concerns hav- 
ing been interrupted by an arbitrary injunction, to 
quit his place of reſi lence, merely becauſe he 
might not be preſent oa the ſpot, where his preſence 
was neceſſary to conJuR his ſuit; and more indig- 
nant, that ſuch a violation of Juſlice had been 
committed in the perſon of one of cheir own Bre- 
thren, they, by an edict, required of Caſtera, to pro- 
Euce and deliver up, to the Attorney General of 
the Parliament of Toulouſe, the origiaal orders he 


had renewed. 


Commtssaktts for the examination of them 
and of precedents of ſuch compulſory exertions are 
appointed ; and report, none are to be met with, 
applicable to ſuch proceſs. The Parliament, 
thereon, decree, that the ac was extra- official and 
particularly grievous. They caution and ordain 
the Mareſchal to be aware of a relapſe of the like 
nature; declaring him already convicted of having 
exceeded the bounds of his power, and thereby to 
have abuſed the authority, committed to his truſt, 
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by a groſs infringement on the liberty of the Citi- 
zen, and particularly of the civil Magiſtrate, a2 - 
ing immediately under the ſole authority of the 
Monarch. They threaten to carry ſerious charg- 
es againſt him to the foot of the Throne, with an 
appeal to the Parliament of Paris, if ever he aſ- 
ſumes again the liberty of iſſuing and enforcing 
ſuch arbitrary proceedings; but effectually to en- 
ſure the dignity of their Court againſt another ſuch 
encroachment, they enter into a deſcription of the 
authority, he is veſted with, of his functions; and 
limit theſe, in caſes, where the neceſſity of reſort- 


ing to juſtice exiſts, to furniſh the plaints exhibit- 
ed, to their Attorney General, the Court afferting, 


without reſerve, their ſole right, in examining, try- 
ing, and pronouncing ſentence definitively on all 
matters of a civil tendency. They further extend 


this determination to all the diſtricts and corporati- 
ons, relevant of heir body; and command refuſal 
to obey ſuch preſcriptions, if hereafter attempted. 
Finally, as the Coup de grace in humiliating the 
Duke, and vindicting their priveleges, they order 
this proclamation to be printed and affixed at eve- 


ry place and corner, connected with their jurifdic- 
tion, 


To 
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To a perſon of Richelieu's diſpoſition, accul- 
tomed from his earlieſt infancy to ſee every thing 
flexible to his will, the effe& of ſuch a proſcription 
may be judged. He exclaimed, how derogatory 
to his ſtation ſuch a procedure was, obſerving it 
was an inf\.lt to the perſon of Majeſty, to treat, in 
a manner ſo unbecoming, his repreſentative, as Go- 
vernor ot the province; and who united in h.s per- 
ſon, the dignities of a Mareſchal and Peer of France. 
In the Country his exclamations were of little 
avail. On the contrary the public were pleaſed in 
obſerving, this delegate of Majeſty was aſſailable, 
when bent and proſecuting unjuſt acts, and the 
better claſs, highly applauded the ſpirited conduct 
of the Parliament, in the bold defence of their con- 
ſtitutional rights. But with the Court, it was other- 
wile, to ſuch a degree of infatuation it had arrived 
in the opinion of the Monarch of his delegate's in- 
- fallability, that no ſurprize was excited; but on 
the reverſe an approbation reign ed, when an order 
of Council appeared, annulling, on this —_ 
every proceeding of the Parliament, in toto. 


In that body the Mareſchal had tome friends, 
but the generality of them were far from admiring 
his private character. He had tolerated high play, 


and 
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aud ſhe wn the pernicious example in his own fa 
mily. The encouragement of chis vice was thought, 
in him, a breach of regard of the Society, over 
which he preſided, and their utmoſt efforts were 
directed to ſuppreſs it's growth. The Duke's 
ſentiments were, that no obſtacle of ſtate cou'd. 
poſſibly do away the innate inclinations of indivi- 
duals ; that, however prohibited, it muſt have it's 
courſe, and that by the ruin of a few, ſuch a fatality 
might operate to deter others. In ſhort, that it 
was an evil, within it's own cure. But the Parlia- 
ment, ſceing it otherwiſe, and obliged to act, de- 
termined to proceed ſeverely againſt the offenders, 


and menaced even the Duke, if he did not abo- 
liſh the cuſtom at his entertainments. 


Is this temper he met them, when the or- 
der for ſuppreſſing them was cnmmitted to his 
charge. It may be ſuppoſed, that independent of 
the joy, he felt, at his Maſter having reſolved on a 
meaſure ſo vigorous, which, in conformity to Ri- 
chelieu's principles, was the only mode of rendering 
the Monarchy truly efficient; he was likewiſe hap- 
Py in the opportunity of humiliating that body, 
who had, by their preciſion and oppoſition to him, 
created his diſguſt, A Peer of France ought, in 


che 


x13 J 

the execution of ſo unpopular an act, and fo de- 
grading to his ſituation in not having remonſtrat- 
ed againſt ſuch an infringement of the conſtitution, 
to have been convinced of the propriety and decen- 
cy of at leaſt enforcing his Sovereign's commands 
with moderation and apparent regret. But fond of 
abſolute authority, an order, with him, admitted of 
no medium in it's compliance, and their diſſolution 
and proſcription from remaining at the capital of 
the province, till the fermer.t had ſubſided, and 
his Majeſty judged proper to remand their return 
to their reſpective reſidencies, were immediate. 
Even, ſarcaſm attended it's inforcement. Deſpotiſm 
having 1o pervaded and blinded his mind. He 
took leave of them, as ſo many petty kings, who, 
uniting from different parts, formed, in their aſſem- 
blage, an heterogeneous Mals of royalty, invading 
the ſacred prerogative of real Majeſty ; and truſted 
they would confine their thoughts, on legiſlation, 
hereafter, to ſuperintend thoſe villages, where their 
perſoas were relegated, 


A FURTHER gratification of this nature a- 
waited him: The king, in a Letter he had writ- 
ten to him, manifeſted the contentment and eaſe, 


he enjoyed, ſince the moment, however recent, 


that 
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that he had determined on the adoption of this 
meature ; and, in this epiſtle, he ſelects the Duxe, 
and enjoins him, to make known his Mandate, for 
cloſing the Court of Aids in the City of Paris. 

FLATTERED with a delegation, ſo coincident 
to his way of thinking, he diſplayed, in the per- 
formance ot this comm:ſſion, an oſtentatious pomp. 
The Court regiltered the edit, and ſhut up their 
records, witli a proteſt, againſt the informality and 
illegality of the ſuppreſſion. 

Ar Verſallles, their fittings, remonſtrances, and 
preſumptuous ſuggeſtions, had long been turned 
into complete ridicule. Farces, deſcriptive of their 
debates, the aff.tecd bombaſt of language, a mi- 
micry of the ſirſt preſident, and of ſome of the 
chief ({peakers, were acted at the favorites, to the 
great merriment of a profligate nobility, attached 


to an abandoned Monarch:—lIt was even proverb- 
ial, for inſolence of deportment, © que cela ſentoit 
de la Robe.” 


Tux Mareſchal, previouſly approving, had fe- 
cond:d, with all his power, the operation of the fa- 
mous Abbe Terray's money edicts. At Bour- 


deaux he found rather a difficulty in giving them 
currency. Yet his conciliation and addreſs were 


of material ſervice ; as the following letter from that 


Miniſter 


16 


Miniſter evinces, dated from La Motte Filly, the 
31 Auguſt, 1770. 

« Tas trouble, Sir, you have experienced, is 
compenſated by the praiſe, acquired in diſcharg- 
ing, with ſuch ability, the commiſſion, entruſted 
to your judgment; and it's ſucceſs proves, that 
the exerciſe of your talents is as conſpicuous on 
the human mind, as it has been exerted with ad- 
vantage in the command of Armies. Monſicur 
Bertin will ſigaify, to you, the further pleaſure 
of his Majeſty, reſpecting the two twentieths, it 
has graciouſly pleaſed him to enact, and com- 
mand the immediate levy of. It is with peculiar 
ſorrow, the father of his People has recourſe to 
& ſuch exaCtions ; but the tenderneſs of his diſpo- 
« fition being known, it muſt be aſcribed to the 


& exigency ot the ſtate, which is it's complete juſ- 
te tification. 


ec 


« With the moſt reſpectful conſideration, 

& J have the honor, &c. 
(Signed) © L'ABUNE TERRAY.“ 
So that it was the will of the Monarch, Riche- 
lieu neither canvaſſed nor embarraſſed himſelf with 
the effect. IIe had given a decided ſupport to, if 
not ſuggeſted the annihilation of, the Parliaments; 


and he viewed, with equal calmneſs, the impoſts, 


that 
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that were eſtabliſhed, His maxim was, that a King 
had a right to the perſonal and pzcuniary aſſiſtance 
ol his] ſubjects, without any reſervation or limitation 
whatſoever, provided the tax was not partial, but 
collected from all thoſe, under the deſcription of 
furniſhing their quotas, when called upon. In this 
opinion, we mult do the Duke the juſtice to affert, 
ke was not ſingular. It was the general prevailing 
one of ail the great. It accorded fo well with their 
exemptions and immunities, that a different turn of 
thinking would alone have been ſurprizing. In the 
capitation tax, and others to which they were ſub- 
jected, there was that delicacy of conduct towards 
them, which aided evaſion, inſtead of procuring 
compliance. Many were ſuffered to run largely in 
arrears, and when their annnal quota had ſwelled 
znto an aggregate, that trenched on their income, 
they often obtained a remiſſion on one half, or an 

rder on the Royal Treaſury to enable and aſſiſt the 
diſburſement, in requiſition. When ſuch prefſeren - 
ces gain ground, the readieſt obedience to a Mo- 
narch's will exiſts; but where it's partialiiy affects 
others, and renders the burthen leſs ſupportable, how 
wonderful is the patience, exhibited in a length of 
ume, in enduring grievances ſo afflicting 
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RicHzLrzv, entirely devoted to the ſyſtem 
of provincial Government, which Maupoon had 
framed, was very defirous that the new Members, 
* ſingthe Judicial Adminiſtration in his Lieute- 
nancy, ſhould be appointed. His friends, Mcflr3. 
De Gaſcy and Niquet, were named by him and ap- 
proved. The former to the dignity of preſi lent 
of the new tribunal, through whoſe ability the 
Duke flattered himſelf, every other arrangement 
would be carried on, and effected ſmoothly. He 


received the following intelligence from the latter, 
Monſieur Niquet. 


cc You will have heard, Sir, from Monficuc 
ce de Saint Prieſt, the ſeveral machinations and i 1- 
ce trigues, that have been employed to ſeduce and 
cc deter thoſe good ſubjects of his Majeſty's from 
ec conforming to his pleaſure, Women, prieſts, and 
tc thoſe poſſeſſing the moſt forcible influence on the 
« human mind, the confeſſing tribe, have had ſeri- 


* cus occupation. It was, to prevent the formation 
ce of the aſſembly, currently reported, that I had ſe- 
« ceded and declined. I took care, to abate the 


© intent, formally and openly to avow mylelt, on the 


& next day, one of it's moſt ſtrenuous ſupporters. 
* Others, that had promiſed, have wanted the Hrm- 
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neſs of mind to reſiſt the general obloquy; and 
© begged leave, after their nomination was tixed cn 
cc ard accepted, to retire. In this number is Mr. 
«© M. one of it's moſt zealous applauders at the com- 
ce mencement, and who had volunteered, to me, his 
te affurances of ſupport, and that I ſhould find him, 
© to it's iſſue, ſtaunch and immoveable. Senſible 
* how he had committed himſelf with me, he 
« ſought at firſt to d iſſuade, and next to inſult, my 
« perſeyerznce. He had obtained no credit from 
« th:stergiverſation, The public early were ac- 
5* quainted with the party, with which he had deter- 


* mined to fide, and ſo immediate a charge is ever 


t aſcribed by them to preternatural cauſes. 
'*© ] HAVE already attained the number of two 


1c and thirty, without comprehending the officers cf 
t Government, and I ſhall not feel myſelf at a loſs 


0 to complete the remainder requiſite. With theſe, 
4 hufinefs has commenced, and ſanctioned as we 
«© are, what decrees, we have given, have been en- 
5 forced and obeyed. 
« ProTESTS were ſent in to the aſſembly, and 
% ſaw the moment likely of their making an im- 
« preſſion. I roſe up and forcibly expatiated on 
* the indecency of attempting to fuſtrate, or coun- 
« teract 
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c teract, what his Majeſty, aided by wiſe Miniſters, 
* had thought proper, for the good of the ſtate, to 
< enact ; and I denounced thoſe, who would be da- 
e ring enough to oppoſe or retard the execution of 
& his Sovereign will. This, ſpoken in a perempto- 
ry tone, calmed the agitation, that prevailed, and 
« ] ſeized this inſtant to adjourn the aſſembly to a- 
0 nother ſitting. 

% You may judge, Sir, that this ſuſpenſe has 
« paſſed with the greateſt anxiety. I wiſh my 
tc health may ſupport my zeal and diligence. I 
& ſhall then hope to juſtify fully the electior, which, 
tc at your recommendation, has devolved on hin, 
de who is, with great gratitude 
; & Sir, 


6 Your's, &c.” 


Tuxsx ſerious avocations were no prevention 
to the Mareſchal in directing his attentions to others, 
more trifling, though, in his department to ſuperin- 
tend, he had aſſumed the management of the Italian 
comedy, after having long reſigned ſole arbitrater 
of the French Threatre. | Preville, an actor in 
vogue, had, in his abſence, recently obtained a patent, 
that operated to the prejudice of a former grant to a 
Mademoiſelle de Montenſier, another comedian as 

f2mo!*. 
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famous. Eſpouſing the part of the latter, who had 
regu'arly appeared at his Tribunal, he repairs to the 
Duke de la Vriih-re, and, expoſing the injuſtice (f 
conferring this, to the detriment of the former occu- 
pant, inſiſts on it's being revoked, and that he will 
not ceaſe his ſolicitation, till ample redreſs is given. 

Taz Miniſter urges the impoſſibility, as the fa- 
vor had been granted and the arrangemen: made en- 
tirely wich his Majeily's approbation, in which nei- 
ther demur or alteration could poſſibly take place. 
That his word was engaged, and the patent actual - 
Iy paſſed and ſealed. Richelieu rejoins, it is im- 
poſſible, that ſuch injuſtice can be ſeriouſly intend- 
ed, and imploring the Miniſter's com paſſion to 
prevent the ruin of one perſon, to advance the 
intereſts of another, he throws the grant, which 
a Clerk bad brought in, to ſupport la Vrillicre's 
objections, into the fire, terminating, in this man- 
ner, to the confuſion of the Duke, this weighty 

Ix favor of the Lady's pretenſions, the appro 
bation ot the favorite had been ſecured; and 
when the fate, with which the parchment, and his 
Majeſty's fign manual had met, was diſcuſſed in 
the evening at her Houſe, the Monarch jo- 
cularly obſerved, it had been a buſineſs, in which 

Cornic 


[at | 


Comic Actors were engage:), and conſiſtently lad 
ended comically. 

NEVER was a Miſtreſs, that had appeared at 
the Court of any Monarch of France, who, in {> 
ſhort a ſpace, attained to ſuch unbounded ſway. 
Lewis che fifteenth was loſt in her admiration. Every 
moment, which he was obliged to ſacrifice in at- 
tention to other buſineſs, ſcemed felt as an ag2 of 
ſepar ation. In theſe, melancholy and a total ab- 
fence of mind clouded che brow of the Sovereign; 
and was only diſpelled, when returned into this 
worſe than infatuation. The Courtiers, encircling 
the Monarch, flattered his choice by their mean and 
ſervile aſſiduity; and in Richelieu, decgrated with 
the titles of a Peer and Marcſchal of France, Go- 
vernor of tae Province cf Guyenne, Noble Ge- 
noeſe, and f:{t Gentleman of tie Bed Chamber, 
nature was ſo depraved, in the exceſs of corap!.i- 
ſance and ſuhmĩſſion, he thought due to his Prince, 
that he conſidered it a favor ſhewn, and a ſpecial 
privilege acquired, in the honor of being charged 
with Madame du Barry's lap dog, whenever ſao! 
journeys of the Court required the removal of this 
Animal. 


NIA 


[ 122 J 


Mavane du Barry, diſguſted with a prefe. 
rence of attention ſhewn the Dauphineſs, in her ap- 
pearance in public at the Theatre at Paris, deter- 
mined, the comedians ſhouid be ſummonſed to at- 
tend her perſon; and, in imitation of the pri vi- 
lege of that Noble Perſonage, announced, repre- 
ſentations would be held at her Houſe. Prologues 
and Epilogues were written, expreſſive of her good 
ſenſe, amiable diſpoſuion, benevolence, affability, 
and ever, in ſome of theſe baſe and adulatory per- 
' formances, it extended to combine her beauty with 
her virtue. Theſe were ſpoken before her and a 
numerous audience, and the doated Monarch, in 
the midſt of a Courtezan, and a band of proſtitut- 
ed courtiers, loudly applauded, by the moſt extra- 
vagant emotions of joy, every word, that reſound« 
ed in her commendation. 


In reward for Richelieu's conſtant attendance, 
he was the channel of the diſtribution of many fa- 
vors, accorded to the favorite at her ſolicicaticn ; 
and the Conqueror of Minorca, however his mind 
ſubdued in what regarded the pleaſing of his Prince, 
bluſhed not to court the alliance and intimacy of 
two ſuch iniquitous Minifters, as Maupeou and 
Terrai. The latter's profligacy of character, and, 

in 


E 
in his management of the finances, loading bur - 
then upon burthen, on a diſtreſſed people, was 
matter of amazement to the world, how {fo aban- 
doned, wicked, and unprincipled, a Miniſter was not 
hurled from the adminiſtration. 

ABove enrobing his public ſentiments with 
the gown ot duplicity, he declared, uncelervedly, 
the neceſſity and propriety of the ſtate becoming 
Bankrupt ; juſtifying the latter, from the intereſts, 
chat had been paid on Loans, having exceeded the 
capital; which circumſtance, as the funds had 
been uſed by his Majeſty to che advantage and 
improvement of his kingdom, warranted a nett and 
general quittance, —Fortunately for France, ſhe 
was ſoon delivered of this Monſter, although his 
continuation in public affairs could only have ac- 
| celerated, what poſitions, ſo enormous, furniſhed 
the growth of, and, ſpreading as a contagion, pro- 
duced the recent convulfive ſhock, 
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CHAP, IX. 


SEQUFL OF TRE COURT. DEATH OF LEWIS THE XV. RRR. 
LIEU BETAKES HIMSELF 50 He GOPERNMENT. 


Tus elevation of the fzvorice ſpread it's conſe 
quences, in the high tone, aſſumned by every branch 
of che family, with whom it had been deemed neceſ- 
fary, ſhe ſhould ally herſelf. Their infolence was 
diſguſting ro many of the old nobility, who ſilently 
deplored the miſerable part, their Sovereign, in 
the Wan of life, aged. The brothers, to the 

Chief 
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Chief of their family, who had given her his name, 
puthed their profligacy ſo far, as to entertain a 
hope cf nis death, that no ubſtacle might remain 
in her alting do partake of the I hrone, in the 
ſac manner as Madame de Mainteaon had tu,- 
ed tl in the preceding reegn, Richelicu 

. ha in the ſuppoſition, and, when the 
Uncatcd to him, however the p- 

c hto chiluc their psſenp— 

f v4 ant. terer: yer. 8 

— 1 gent 4s b.. wis to the in '2 of 

a> Ping, in cafe ſuch an event occured, as tie 
premature drach of the Count, to oppoſe, with all 
his might and addref*s, ſo finiſhing an inſtance of 
weakneſs. He ſaw the favorite, with pleaſure, con- 
tributing to the caſe and enjoyment of a Monarch, 
to whom he was paſſionately attached; and this 
attachment was the ſecurity, to prevent, by every 
means in his power, her climbing to an higher [l- 
tion, than that, in which ſhe had, fo une pectedly, 
been placed. His diſcernment led him to concluce, 
from the familarity exiſting between her and tha 
Duke d'Aiguillon, that his relation had contrived 
to initiate himſelf on the ſame footing with her, 
as it was conceived, the Duke de Choiſcul had 


S with 


ſ 126 | 
with Madame de Pompadour; a circumſtance, he 
knew, would permanize the power, veſted in him. 

Tux King, notwithſtanding pleaſures innumera- 
ble were devized to divert reflection on the ſtate of 
his people, often was affailed by unpleaſantthoughts, 
and a laſſitude in his habit, incident to old age. In 
theſe moments, he would, recollecting himſelf, la- 
ment his energy failing, in enabling him to atte-d to 
the cares of government, remarking if things did not 
go on ſo well, the fau't was with his Miniſters, to 
whom he had delegated completely the exerciſe of 
his ſovereigu power. 

Tu marriage of the Count d' Artoĩs cauſed an 
additional waſte of the public treaſury. It was cele- 
brated with a magnificence not inferior to the Dau- 
phin's. The ſplendor of the favorite attracted the 
notice of a conſiderate world. Her jewels ſurpaſſed 


thoſe of the Dauphineſs, and it was a matter to her of 
inexpreſſible delight, when the contraſt of appearance, 


they exhibited at the opera, drew all eyes to the 
box, where the moſt dazzling and brilliant figure 
was contained, 

Suca was her aſcendency, that the whole court 
bent to her will. Even the Princes of the Blood, 
recalled to Court after their ineffectual proteſts in at- 


tempt to ſupport the parliaments, were now aſſi- 


duous 
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duous in cultivating her favor. The Prince of Con, 
de, deſcendant of that great Hero, whoſe name he 
unworthily bore, proſtrated himſelf at her feet, and 
was pleaſed with the admiſſion of being the Count- 
eſs Du Barry's conſtant Ceciſbeo in public. The 
Dauphineſs and Madame were on the point of in- 
curring ſeriouſly their Grandfather's diſpleaſure. 
A contemptuous ſmile, which the favorite had ex- 
perienced from them, drew, from the Monarch, an 
obſervation, that his own family were inimical to his 
quiet. 

Map EMOTSELLE de Raucour, an Actreſs, 
who commanded, when ſhe played, a numerous 


audience, brought up the muſical opera of Annette 


and Lubin, taken from Marmontel's moral Tales, 
and inverted chat morality, they convere., to the 
baſe purpoſe of introducing verſes appropriate to 
the Royal Lover and his Mictreſs. This adulation 
did not paſs without it's ſhare of approbation. A 
pecuniary reward, by the grant of a munificent 
penſion on the royal Coffers, was an example to 
others, in what mode, their gratification would 
be enſured. 

In this manner, was conducted the end of the 
Reign of Lewis the XV. Himſelf, a Phantom of 
Royalty, every thing emerging from that ſource, 

was 
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vas acquired by idolatry to the favorite, and 


ſhameful proſtitution to a ſet of corrupt Miniſters. 


To rekindle the vivacity of the Monarch, it 


was requiſite, Madame Du Barry ſhoul have re- 
coulſe to the practice of that Art, in which the ſuc- 


ceſs of Madame de Pompadour had been eminent. 


Iniciated in the myſtery, and indifferent on any o- 
ther ſcore, than remaining unrivalled in ſplendor 
and power, ſhe ſoon adapted herſelf to the fame 
habit, and with equal ability. His Majeſty, how- 
ever, could not but feel the rapidity of his dec.ining 
years; and he bitterly lamented to his confidenty 
how vexatious it was, that the moment, io which 
he was in the enjoyment of the moſt pleaſant 
and charming Mliſtreſs, he had ever been bleſſed 
with, ſhould be that, when he was moſt iuſenſible 
to the gratification, which attended the pleaſure of 
her company :—T this friendly communication, he 
imparted his grief at the diſreſpect, ſhewn to the fa- 
yorite, by his immediate deſcendants, as it had not 
eſcaped his penetration, that, what were conſtrued as 
tention on their part, and bore in the world that 
appearance, were nevertheleſs totally diveſted of 
either candor, good will, or fincerity. His infatua- 
tion proceeded in a reptehenſion of their conduct, 
ſeverely 
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ſeverely reproaching them for a want of ſubmiſſion 
to his divine will; and extolling the idol, that ſilled 


the vacuum of his tranſitory powers of ſenſation, and 


adminiſtered to his illufory h-ppineſs. 

Ox: of the only inſtances, preparatory to his 
demize, in which he ſhewed any ſign of firmneſs, 
by reſiſting every improper demand made, was, in 
what regarded the Count de Maillebois. This offi- 
cer whoſe military conduct had been ſcrutinized by 
the tribunal of the Mareſchals of France, and ad- 
judged by them guilty of the crime, la:d to his 
charge, had been forbidden che court, and dilappear- 
ed for ſome time. Informed of the imbecility, in 
which the Monarch had ſunk, and encouraged by 
the friends of his family, he ſuddenly returned, and 
claimed the privileges, he had heretofore enjoyed; 
ſupporting his pretenſions by an elaborate memorial, 
compoled on the occaſion, and backed by a Prece- 
dent, that had obtained ſuccel; in the former reign, 
in tne caſe of Monſieur de T.auzun, ho, however 
diſgraced for ſeveral years, had been read mitted un- 
conditionally. His Majeſty, nevertheleſs, reſiſted 
every importunity, obſerving, that if this lenits was 
hen, all diſtinction would then be at an end; and 


thoſe, of whole ſervices he had always had reaſon to 


be 
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be ſatisfied with, blended with thoſe, who by their de- 
merits, had incurred his diſapprobation. 

AT Council he maniteſted fuch an inertion, that, 
without enquirin ; into tie purport of any edicts, or 
occupying himſelf with the debates, which arofe, on 
the prop:icty of ena ing or rejecting them, he blind- 
ly affixed his ſignature, to every one prepared. 
Hence proceeded the numberleſs tyrannical and ab- 
ſurd decrees, that were iſſued and enforced in the 
end of this diſaſtrous reign. So ſubjected was the 
Monarch to the power and will of his Miniſters, that 
it 1s related of one Boiſcalleau, a ſurgeon, to v hom 
he had formerly been attached, getting acceſs to 
him, ana repreſenting, that a demand of long ſtand- 
ing which he had againſt him, had not been acquit- 
ted, he writ at the bottom, teſtifying his ſurprize and 
diſpleaſure, directing the immediate liquidation by his 
Comptroller General. The man, furniſhed with ſuch 
a mandate, repaired to the office of the latter, where 
reſentment, for ſo imprudent a ſtep, awaited him, and 
he ſoon found every ſolicitation ineffectual. 


Tur dialogue, cited in the enſuing reign after 
L'Abbe Terray's diſmiſſion, is curious. Preſenting 
himſelf to this Miniſter, with all the confidence, 
ſuch authority inſpired, he is aſtounded in ſeeing it 


throw: 
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thrown away diſdairfully. After a pauſe, he trem- 
vlinzly aſks, when he may hope it will be paid? pe- 
ver, is the aniwer, But my Lord, his Majeſty's 
acknowlege nent and fignatre? © it is not mine 
go, and aſk payment of him, to whom you have 
directly addreſſed yourſe'f, and quit this apartment, 
where, from the mode, you have choſen to adopt, 
no redreis or attention can you expect.“ 

Tuis poor man, fearful of a Letter de Cacher, 
burying, tor ever, his claims, if the Miniſter ſhewed | 
further Irritation, takes a reſpectful Leave, and, 
knowing the Marelchal's Secretary, impar:s his 
grievance, earneſtly imploring, he may make his 
Maſter acquainted therewith, and obtain his chan- 


nel of protection The ſecretary, a novice, not ful- 


ly feaſible of the conmivance, that fo ſhamefully 
exiſted, between the grandees of the Kingdom ard 
the Miniſter, in maiataining, conjointly, the whole 
power, they had aſiumed, readily pronounced, on 
ſczing the Monarch's order, his maſter's interpoſiton, 
and a certainty cf the Surgeon having juſtice, Ad- 
dreſſing the Mareſchal in favor of his friend, he 
prefaces the matter, by remarking, that L'Abbe 
Terray had, in his arrogance, committed ſuch an 
act of diſreſpect, as would infiQ, on him, the ſevereſt 


dilgrace 
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diſgrace, if the Monarch was informed of the parti- 
culars. His aſtoniſhment was equal to the other's 
diſappointment, when Richelieu replied “ he muſt 
% have been very unobſervant, and made little pro- 
« preſs in his knowledge at court if he had not before 
ac aſcertained, that his Myetty's protection was the 
« worſe, that could be fought, and the leaſt to 
« found any dependance on. Go, ſays the Marc- 
4 {chal, to your friend, of an adequate capacity to 
«« your own, and tell him, fince L'Abbe Terray 
« has enounced his claim, all further endeavour 
« is vain and as for yourſelf, trouble me not again 
ec with ſuch frivolous requeſts.” 

Varzovs are the inſtances of a ſimilar nature, 
chat might be quoted. It was an aſſociation be- 
eween the Grandees and the Miniſters, to concen- 
crate, in themſelves, the entire Power, It pervad- 
ed every Department, and formed the baſis of the 
Adminiſtration under Choiſeul, and his ſucceſſor. 
This Miniſter had eſtabliſhed this criminal recipro- 
city. Actuated by a motive of Policy, totally dif- 
ferent to the Cardinal de Richelieu's, he had ele- 
vated the Grandees of the Kingdom, and taught 
Majeſty to reſpet them. In a few words, the a» 
greement may be deſeribed. I have exalted you; 


and, in your Coveraments, made you fo abſolute, 


that 
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that the King's interference cannot be dreaded ; 
neither, if it occurs, will it be effeftual. In return, 
you muſt be ſubſervient to my will, in implicitly 
ſupporting what I deem neceſſary ſhould be enacted. 
His Majeſty, at this period, had ſerious warnings, 
that he was rapidly reaching to his laſt ſtage. The 
diſorder of the ſmall Pox, to which, though ſo ad- 
vanced in years, he had been a ſtranger, was com- 
municated to him, by a connection, not very hono- 
rable to the Monarch; and after a few day's illneſs, 
baffling all the art of the faculty, he fell a victim to 


his imprudence. This Scvereign's character has 
been delineated by abler Pens, and it is not his im- 


mediate hiſtory, we treat of, however veiled it's de- 
fects by thoſe, who writ ſoon after his death, the 
language of truth has recently obtained, and it's 
imperfections have been forcibly felt by Monarchy, 
and been the caufe of bitter lamentation to his un- 
happy deſcendants. 

The Duke, in the firſt moments of his grief, 
was truly ſenfible of the great loſs, that had befallen 
bim. The Heir to the Crown, forgetting his Mili- 
tary and Civil Services, had been accuſtomed only 
to view him, as the hurable attendant of a woman, 
whom he deſpiſed, He ſaw, with regret, the firſt 
ſtep of this young Monarch, unpropitious to his 

TP views. 
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views. In the election of Monſieur de Maurepas, 
as Miniſter, he judged, none, but thoſe attached to 
that Nobleman, would be in any degree of favor at 


Court; although acquainted, yet they had neither 
friendſhip, nor eſteem, for each other, —and as Ri- 


chelieu knew his excluſion, from any participation 
in Miniſterial affairs, he predicted, the new elect 
would diſcharge his functions as Premier, with e- 
qual inabiliry, to what, in Richelieu's opinion, he had 
before manifeſted in his truſt of Miniſter of the Ma- 
rine.“ Monſieur de Maurepas, when very young, 
had obtained this poſt of the Regent, in gratitude for 
the ſervice, his Uncle (the Chanceilor de Pontchar- 


® The Etiquette of the Court preſeribed, — that when a Monarch died 
of an epidemical diſorder, all taoſe, whoſe attendance had been requiſite, or 
evjoin-dy were denied the privilege of approaching the Succeſſor, till after fix 
weeks purification, which ſecured an impropability of further contagion ; al- 
moſt the whole Court had, in the fluctuation of the deceaſe ſhewa themſel ve: 
at Verſailles. Lewis the ſixteenth found himſelf iſolated at Choiſe, in the 


» 


commencement of his Reign, and required a Mentor for Iuformation and In- 


ſtruction. His Aunts ſeized this opportunity of commending Menſieur de 
Maurepas to his remembrance, the diſgrace of this perſon, having entuely a- 
viſen from the diſdain of being ſubſervient to Madame de Pormpadgur., The 
Monarch acquieſced in his recall, but obſerved Monſieur de Martin bat 
been ſummonſed priotly, with the view of being his adviſer, Tie Ladies, 
however, intrigued to obviate the diſappointment of their choice; and by 
ſome ſucceſsful mancuvre they effected, chat tle Courier, to their Friend, 
ſhould deliver his Majeſty“: Commands, whilk the ther Courier returned 
without his errar.d, 


train) 
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train) had rendered, by imparting, to this Prince, 
the particulars of Lewis the fourteenth's Will, waich 
had afforded him ſuch advantage, aided with his 
addreſs and great talents to defeat it's purport, ſe- 
curing, on the day of the ceremony of it's being o- 
pened and read, a Majority, conſtituting the power 
of the Regency as ſolely veſted in him. 

Ir was from his youth more than his actual 
inexperience, that Richelieu decided the choice; 
thinking, a department of this ſerious magnitude 
was far beyond the capacity and ſteadineſs of a 
young Man of wit and pleaſure, The moment, 
however, the Mareſchal is appriſed of his arrival, 
he is the foremoſt of the Courtiers in paying his 
compliments, on a return to that brilliancy of ſphere, 
where alone, according to the Duke's opinion, men 
of faſhion and rank could be ſenſible of any enjoy- 
3 


RickELI Eu, after this attention to the new 
Miniſter, and proffering his ſervices and attach- 
ment, embraced the firſt day, that the form of a 
Court allowed of, to appear before the Monarch, 
whom he approached with that reſpect and vene- 
ration, Sovereignty, in his opinion, commanded. 
His Majeſty returned little regard, and the Queen, 
in his reception, was, if poſſible, more coal. It 


Was 
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was in theſe humiliations, the perfection of the ac- 
commpliſhed Courtier ſhone. Superior to rebuffe, 
and, if feeling their weight, too experienced and 
wiſe to notice them and retire diſguſted, he, on the 
contrary, redoubled his attention. His equipages 
were in conſtant motion backward and forward, 
and, in his deportment, he aſſumed a chearfulneſs 


and placidity, to which his heart and pride were 
ſtrangers. 


Nor meeting with any encouragement, and 
averſe to keeping up fo forced an exterior, he re- 
ſolved on departing for Bourdeaux. All his ac- 
quaintance, ſurpriſed in the change they thought 
viſible in his looks, foretold, he would ſoon follow 
his beloved Maſter. His purſuits and diverſions, 
accompanied. with fimilar energy and activity, cauſ- 
ed a change of opinion, He ſpeaks of the Mon- 
arch's, his friend's death, as a natural event, which, 
in the courſe of nature, muſt, from the difference 
of their habits, have occurred, before his own, and 
which he had felt prepared to bewail. He ſacri- 
fices what is due to decency, and reſumes his wont- 
ed gaiety, conforming to an eſtabliſhed principle, 
he had early lain down, that too much ſenſibility, 
in the ordinary incidents ot nature, was an abridge- 
ment of our own exiſtence, 

CHAP, X. 
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CHAP. x. 


SUIT INSTITUTED AGAINST HIM BY MADAME DE ST. Nx. 
CENT. PARTICUL ARS THEREOF. THE GOVERNMENT OF 
GUYENNE IS TAKEN FROM HIM, AND THE KING FOR- 


BIDS HIS APPEARANCE IN THAT PROVINCE, UNLESS 
THE MARESCHAL DE MOUTH, WHO IS NOMINATED TO 


THE COMMAND, 13 LIKEWISE A RESIDENT. RICHELIEU 
WRITES TOTHE KING, REESTABLISHMENT OF THE PAR- 
LIAMENT. EIS LAWSUIT TRIED, AND JUDGMENT PR0- 
NOUNCED. STORY OF ONE COLIN. 


Wear Richelieu was ſpending, in his Govern- 
ment, the latter part of his days in retirement from 
the Court, unembarraſſed by it's intrigues and cares, 
a Woman of a conſummate evil diſpoſition was 


preparing 
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preparing for him a trouble, difficult to ſurmount. 
Madame de St. Vincent, of whom we have alrea- 
dy ſpoken, placed by a jealous and tyrannic huſ- 
band, in a Convent, thence transferred into another, 
and, at length, through the interceſſion of the 
Mareſchal, liberated, a ſtep he thought due to a 
female relation, whoſe only crime had been the 
frailty of nature, ſuddenly circalates, and negotiates, 
in Paris, notes of hand with his ſignature, to a con- 
ſiderable amount. 

Some of thoſe were preſented for payment to 
his Steward, the man, ignorant of debts, aud hav- 
ing no advice from his Maſter, refuſes to acquit 
them, at the ſame time, imparting his ſurprize, re- 
receives for reply a ſimilar denial of their exiſtence, 
with an approbation of having rejected them. The 
Mareſchal further adds, the cheat muſt be detected, 
the Actors puniſhed, and that himſelf is haſtening 
to the capital for the ſaid purpoſe. | 

Arrived at Paris, inſtead of confining him- 
{elf to a ſimple relation of the caſe, perſevering in 
his determination of not paying Bills, he knew to 
be forged, and leaving to the tribunal of juſtice to 
inveſtigate and proceed againſt the criminals con- 
cerned, he obtains, at his perſonal ſolicitation, an 
order, from the Lieutenant de Police, ſubmiſſive 


to 
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to the will of a Grandee, for arreſting the ſaid wo- 
man, with one Caugon, who had been ſub ſecreta- 
ry to the Duke, and was known to have lived with 


the other for ſometime, in a ſtyle of elegance, which 
exciting wonder, whence the ſums for ſuch expence 


could ariſe, confirmed the ſuſpicion, entertained. 
Tusk people were conveyed to the priſon of 
Fort L'Evegue, and to their confinement were 
added others, whom the Duke inculpated as acceſ- 
faries, and, by his influence with the Police, had 
them, upon his charge, treated immediately 2s 
Criminals, yet upon enquiry, it was found difficult, 
to aſcertain, Men, intent on the counterfeit of ſigna- 
tures, and uttering notes thercon, called no witneſſ. 
es to the atrocity of their deed. The matter began 
to wear a ſerious complexion ; the family of the 
Lady, whom they had before diſcarded, from a 
ſenſe of the reflection, that might attach on them, 


undertook an active part; and the public, jealous of 
ſuch a proceſs, that tended to the confinement, for 
life, of people on bare aſſertion, loudly pleaded, the 
cauſe ſhould be minutely ſcrutinized. 

Max y perſons, at this juncture either unac- 
quainted with the enquiry made, or inclining to Ma- 
lignity, pronounces on the reality of the bills, and a- 


ſcribe, to favor, the contrary judgment, he obtained. 


Our 
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Our deſign has been truth, throughout this work, 
and we truſt, that, in expoſing it's detail, the candid 
reader will accord with us, in the improbability of 
ſuch gifts, having been ſanctioned, either from com- 
paſſion, liberality, or gratification, viewing the 1ela- 
tive ſituations of the parties. 

MabauE de St. Vincent, introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of the Mareſchal from a diſtreſſed ſtate, 
into which, the follies and excetſesſhe had committed, 
had plunged her naturally, could be thought of ha- 
ving no other claim on him, or cauſing any other 
impreſſion, than beauty, pleading neceſſity, occaſions. 
Her relation might, and, we believe, did, avail him- 
ſelf of the advantage, fortune gave him; and admir- 
ted, as ſhe avowed, that ſhe had yielded to his per- 
ſuaſive ſolicitations; there can be no doubt, but the 
ſacrifice was rewarded, on the moment, by a gene- 
roſity ſuitable to the party, and adequate to expec- 
tation. It does not follow, from this ſurmize or 
concluſion, that notes of hand, to ſo great an amount, 
could have paſſed, in conſideration of ſuch ſervice. 
The Lady, however, pretented, they did; and, as 
ſhe had various letters from the Duke, in anſwer to 
her own, written in a lively gallant ſtyle, ſhe impoſed 
on a credulous public to join, in her declaration, their 


g ppoſition, that they were actual. 
Is 
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Is the courſe of the proceſs, it was diſcovered, 
this ingenious woman had, with the aſſiſtance of Cau- 
con and the well known chyrnica! means, taken of 
the lines of his ſignatures, to thoſe letters, to affix 0n 
the fictitious notes, ſhe deſigned io circulate; and 
that, once intimate in the prctice of this fraud, they 
had ſubdivided the few, firlt fabricated, for the pur- 
pc:e of iſſuing a great number, and to give them 
more facility of currency, the diſmiſſed ſecrctary, a 


Famer in her iniquity, had co unter f. it j and ap licd 
the name of Peixotto, the Duke's Banker. 
Howvxx ſtriking theſe facts, that fully reſul- 
ted from the examination, his anxiety for it's iſſue, 
after three yea.'s trouble, and expence, was every day 
encreaſed. Senſible of the popular opinion being 
much againſt him, from theimprudent mode, he had, 
on the diſcovery, adopted, he doubted how far ſuch 
odium might ſway the determination of his judges. 
In this diſpoſition, he learnt the reeftabliſhment of 
the parliaments, a meaſure, adviſed and compaſſed 
by Monſieur de Maurepas, and this at a time when, 
with the exception of the ancient body concerned, 
moſt people had forgotten the injury, and the new 


courts, ſubſtituted, began to aſſume ſome manner of 
form and reſpect. He denounced the ſtep as a molt 
inconſiderate one, felt convinced, the Minifler could 

w have. 
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hare only done it, with a view of attaching men to 
his ſituation, and, forming, by their number, that 
enhanced power, they would come in after- 
wards and aſſume a phalanx to ſupport the perma- 
nency of his adminiſtration. In no other light 
could the Duke ſee it. It was, in his opinion, inimi- 
cal to Monarchy ; and, verled in what he deemed 


their preſumptuous and overbearing conduct in ſpeak- 
ing of conſtitution and aſſerting privileges, he pre- 
dicted, the quiet of the reign of the latter was ſubvert- 


ed from that moment; and made to give way, in 
forwarding the ambition of the Miniſter : —Further, 


that the nation, having once ſubmitted to the change, 
the act of the preſent reſtoration would prove, as de- 
trimental to the kingdom, as perſonally to the Mo- 
narch. 

In his own conſideration, abhorred as he was 
by that body, he apprehended, their private ven- 
geance would burſt, and manifeſt itſelf on this occa- 
fion, in the biaſſing of their judgment, when his cauſe 
was called on for deciſion. This apprehenſion, and 
his knowledge, how much the human being, ſuſcep- 
tible of flattery, can be worked upon to depart 
from his original principle cauſed a movement of extra 
diligence on his part. Aged as hewas, andenjoying 
a rank, that few could equal, his pride was not in the 

leaſt 
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leaſt affefted in deſcending to perſonal viſits to the 
Members, and laboriouſly explaining his caſe, 
with as verbal a preciſion, as if he had given it in 


print. Many, won by his attention, manners, and 


that force of eloquence, which ſeemed to convey truth 
to their ears, diſpelled their prepoſſeſſions, and pro- 


miled their ſupport. Others, more obdurate, and 
as auſtere ſenators, conceiving once an opinion for- 
med, it would be derogatory, to their character to 
retreat, or in the leaſt deviate from, were frank in 
their declarations, and told him, that, however {ca- 
ſible of his condeſcenſion, they ſhould perſiſt. A- 
mongſt the latter, the peculiar inſtance of one is wor- 
thy of record. Suffering himſelf to be led away by 
the torrent of prejudice, he had imbibed, he roughly 


told the Duke he ſhould vote againſt him ; and this, 
not actuated by the merits of the caſe he had to pro- 
nounce upon, but from his ſentiments revolting, in 
any regard being ſhewn the man, who had carried fire 
and ſword into the ſanctuaryſof the laws. The Duke in- 
ſtead of ſhewing any contempt for the petulance, with 
which theſe words were expreſſed, pitied the man's ig - 
norance, and want of breeding. Aſſuming that ſupe- 
riority, which preeminence of manners created, aided 
with a wonderful preſence of mind and felf com- 
mand, he coolly rejoiacd, © you ſpea's fo, at this 


6 momeat, 
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tt moment, but, fir, I am too ſatisfied, in your integ- 
« riry of charafter, not to know, you will act diffe- 
«© rently, when ſeated on the tribunal of j iſtice.“ 


Tux Debates in Parliament were, in this Lu- 
ſineſs, carried to a very great height and red.ous 
length. Such was the averſion, which prevailed a- 
gainſt the Duke, that matter, extraneous, but relati ce, 
to other acts of his life, was ſuffered, unnoticec', to be 
introduced. In one of theſe ſi tings, the Prince of 
Conti, no favorer of Richelieu, was fo incenſed at 
ſecing their minds occupied with circumſtances ſo 
irrelevant; that he loudly called to order, threaten- 
ing to denounce ſuch ſpeakers, who evinced ſo un- 
fair a tendencv, ard, obſerving, they were nottrying 
Monſieur de Richelien, exhorted them to confine 
their attention and judgment to the ſole point, at ĩſ- 
ſue, whether the Notes, uttered by Madame de St. 
Vincent, had the validity of the Duke's real ſignature, 
or were fabricated lor the purpoſe of impoſition, and 
by herſelf? 


Tresz fats are adduced to controvert the 
report, injurious to the Duke's reputation, that he 
had tampered with the Parliament ; and by the 
credit, talents, and other means, he employed, ef- 
feed a judgment, favorable to himſelf, when, if 


che 


1 


the courſe of juſtice had not been perverted, 
another award would have been dictated. 

Tu Lawſuit, fuch was it's termination and 
delay, that the Duke would have found it his inter- 
eſt to have compromized early; nay by the ſub- 
ſequent charges, he incurred, and the enormous ex- 
pence of thoſe, pleading in his behalf, that if he had 
compounded to buy up thoſe negotiated, on a pro- 
miſe of no future ones appearing, and on a ſolemn 
confeſſion of the offender, before witneſſes, his pri- 
vate fortune would not have ſuffered, fo ſeverely, as 
it cid by the ſequel. 


Tn Notes, on the face of them, evidently for- 
red, were pronounced as ſuch, and Madame de 
St. Vincent was condemned to the redeeming of 
thoſe, ſhe had negotiated. Neither damages nor 
compenſation of any kind were decreed, for the time 
ſhe had languiſhed in a criminal priſon, tranſ- 
ported there ſolely by the individual power of the 
Mareſchal, to which, the Lieutenant de Police, who 
had committed her, had ſhewn a moſt reprehen- 
ſible complaiſance, Even, as a proof, how con- 
viaced the aſſembly were of her guilt, they declar- 
ed her amenable to the Coſts, although ſhe had in- 


ſtituted the ſuit to relieve herfelf from the Priſon, 
in 
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in which her confinement had been fo illegal. 
But, vice verſa, the other parts of this celebrated de- 
cree, which certainly, with an impartial public, did 
not redound in praiſe of the ſagacity of theſe judg- 
es. With reſpeX to Vedel and Bennevent, two 
men, in the trial, proved her aſſociates, and whom, 
Ricbelien, at the time of the arreſt of the principal, 
cauſed alſo tobe immured, they ſimply caution them 
to be more circumfpett in future, and enact, the 


Mareſchal ſhall pay their charges. Still more aſto- 
niſhing and abſurd was that part, which regarded 
Caucon, whoſe flagrancy of principle appeared, in 
the counterfeit endorſement of the banker's ſignature ; 
Yet Richelizu is condemned in a ſum to make a- 
mends for the loſs of time, this worthy ſecretary and 
aſſociate, with the principal defaulter, had experien- 
ced, from impriſonment. 
OTuzzs, who had been implicated in the aſſer- 
ted guilt of Madame de St. Vincent, and, without in- 
terogatory, doomed, with that Lady, to rigorous 
confinement, were ordered, proofs failing againſt 
them, ta receive damages; and the Mareſchal had 
juſtly to blame himſelf for ſuch unbecoming precipi- 
tation, and violating the ſanctity of the law, to grati- 


_ fy his private reſentment, and choiced fummary wa; 


ct proceeding, 
125 


E- 247 1 
"In the duration of this torment, he 1:24 the 
mortification to experience, that the command of the 
troops in his government had been taken from him, 
his Majeſty haviog conferred it on the Nlareſchal de 


Mouchi; and as a further mark of diſgrace, he was 


enjoined not to repair there, whillt this officer was 
abſent. Monſieur Bertin communicated tlieſe harſh 
orders from the prince. The Mareſchal obeyed, 
and writ to the King, imploring him to recede; but 


all attempt to change the determination proved in- 
effectual. 


To divert the diſtreſs of his mind, the friends 
of the family interpoſed with the Duke de Fronſac, 
and prevailed on this fon, in his habits ſimilar to the 
father, to give the latter a feſtival at Gennevilliers, 
the place, that had been purchaſcd from the Duke 


de Choiſeul. Here, all gaiety, inſpired by the gueſts, 
which the beauty of it's ſituation, contributed to en- 
liven the ſcene, and to diſpel the unpleaſant reflecti- 
ons, incidental to pride deeply wounded, by the pre- 
ference, that had occurred. Although advanced to 
the age of ſeventy· eight, the ladies ſeemed more pe- 
netrated wth the vivacity of the father, than with that 
of the ſon. And the gloom, that had prevaded 
tranſitorily the brow of the former, was inverted 


to 
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to the latter, from the wonderful efforts of nature, 
in the Duke's behalf, ſuggeſting the thought of 
the inheritance being diſtant. 

As a mark of our impartiality, we are forry 
to adduce the unmerited treatment of the Duke to 
a ſervant of his, called Colin, to whom the charge 
of his elegant conſtructed and decorated Pavillion 
was entruſted · In an unlucky moment of remiſſneſs, 
two Vaſes of uncommon beauty,recently left in me- 
mento by his friend, Madame de Lauragais, were 
ſeized and with impunity carried off. Richelieu, 
deploring his loſs, was indignant, that a proof of 
her regard had been fo neglected. He puniſhed 
the ſervant rigidly, and in proceſs of time, when 
his innocence became manitelt, would not allow 
his readmiſſion, denying him the privilege of per- 
ſonally pleading and receiving his pardon, deeming 
he did enough, in retribution, to this unhappy fellow, 
by affording him a ſmall penſion, adequate to his 
ſubſiſtance. 


CHAP. XI. 
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RICHELIEU ACQUIRES FRIENDS AT COURT. THE MONARCH, 
IN HIS RE”"FPTIGN, Is MORE GRA_CICUS. HE SETS LL. 
MITS TO HI: AMBITION, AND CONFINES HIMSELF TO THE 
PLEASURE CF SUPERINTENDING THE THEATKES. DE- 
TAIL OF HIS AMUSEMENTS. HIS HAPPINES:, IN SEEING 
VOLT&4IRE AGAIN AT PARIS. HE ESPOUSES A THIRD 


WIFE. EVENT, WHICH DETERMINED THIS MARRIAGE, 
WITH MADAME DE RHOTE. 


Ta Marcichal de Richelieu, though ſenſible, he 
was no longer deſigned for the figure at Court, he 
had before exh bited, ſtill could not endure being 


ſecluded from it's allurements. His experience 
X ſuggeſted, 


130 7 


ſuggeſted, that perſeverance would, in the end, at- 
tam the moſt unpromiſing objects; and he flattered 
Finſclf, that in this view, by aſſiduity, he ſhould 
effe&t a more fivorable diſpoſition towards him. 
He renews his attention, to the young Monarch, 
and his Queen, who, ſeeing in him no longer the 
proſtituted Courtier to a being of their juſt averſion, 
receive the digriztied old man witit diſtinctions E- 
ven Monſieur de Maurepas, liſtening to him with 
complaiſance, and vanquiſhed by his amiability, 
recognizes no more the enemy, who obſtructed and 
derided his advancement, —Delighted with his aui- 
picious commencement, he ſought, to diſtract 
time, to dedicate the moments of interval, to an 
earneſt occupation in directing the Theatres. Pro- 
ſcribed from his Government, a ſtranger to the af- 
fairs of alminiſtration, he converted that deſpotiſm, 
he had Enherto exerciſed in his public truſts, to an 
uncontroulable ſway and management of the Come- 
dians! their obedience, prompted by the decided 
ſuperiority of his taſte and judgment, was applaud- 
ed by the public; and inthis little circle he reigned 
as abſolute, as the moſt deſpotic Miniſter, in his va · 
rious Departments, as Premier. The new rules, he 
inſtituted, the various ſacrifices, he required, were 
a diverſion to him and thoſe concerned, the latter 

of 
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of whom felt no way diſappointed in the minnteneſs 
of the performance. In the progreſs of his ſuit, he 
kad nevertheleſs maintained his political correſpon- 
dence with Madame D'Egmont, and ithad only cea- 
ſed by the permature death, in 1773, of this amia- 
ble Wornan. His fondnefs for her threw him mo- 
mentarily into a diſguſt for life, and he often was 
heard to exclaim his wiſh, that Madame de St. Vin- 
cent, feeling herſelf injured, had ſelected and fixed 

on ſome of her Male relations, to avenge her com- 
plaints, by perſonal combat; in which, though he 
felt the vigor of his arm as ſufficient to check and 
repreſs the ardor of a young man, yet he ſhould be 
indifferent, if his own death was the reſult, and was 
thought to expiate ; for ſuch an end would be pre- 
ferable to lingering miſerably, a prey to the chicane 
of the Law and it's tardy operation. 
Wauarzvxz ravage age had made on his ap- 
pearance, his taculuyes were left unimpaired; and the 
vivacity of his converſation, and thoſe graces, ac- 
quired through a length of years, from being ever 
ſtudious to pleaſe, rendered him, in the ſociety of the 
ſex, ſtill the moſt amiable of men. 

Tux wife of a counſellor of the parliament of 

Rouen, that had come to viſit Paris, wiſhed of all o- 
ther curioſities her fight could be gratified with, to 


fee 


E 


ſee the N lareſchal, of whom fame had ſpoken ſo loud- 

ly. At one of the public theatres, he was pointed 

out to her, good God! ſhe exclaimed, !s that the 
cc antiquated figure, of whoſe renown with our ſex ſo 
& much has been faid ? ſurely, objects, at z diſtance, 

ce are ſtrangely magnified, and my eagerneſs on this 
te point is ſoon extinguiſhed, * 

Ir the hero has made ſo unfavorable an impreſ- 
ſion, they aſſure her, his Hocel, c >ntainingevery thing 
the moſt curious, and the politeneſsot the owner, will 

compenſate amply for the diſappointment. A day 
is fixed, and with a friend ſhe viſits the Apartment. 
In one of them, ſtruck with ſeveral beauties 
and ornaments ſhe ſaw, they break in by ſurprize on 
the Marelchal. Policely riſing, he begs he may not 
be the cauſe of impeding the gratitication of their 
wiſh. Ladies, adds the old genileman, © I plainly 
& diſcern the Motive, that has broughe you here, 
6 the deſire of vewing my apartmeats. I ſhould 
cc have fo't happier, if it hid been that of the plea- 
& ſure of my com any! this not being the caſe, I 
&« {ahj=:X you to inconvenience, 1 hail withdraw, 

er for, in ag time of my life, have I been an obtac! 
to the wiſhes of the fair. Conſider yourſelves, 
L entreat, perfectly at liberty. Examine at your 
* leiſure every thing, contemplate, repoſe your- 
& ſelves, 
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te ſelves, and much pleaſure attend you. I am off.” 
In a moment the Duke retired, and in the inſtance 
ſhe ſaw of his good breeding, the reputation, he had 
gained with the ſex, ſhe no longer thought, but had 
been juſtly beſtowed, 

AxoTaz2 time ordering his equipage to ſet 
him down at a Lady of quality's houſe, his running 
footman miſtakes, and leads him to the houſe of a- 
nother Lady, Richelieu entering the drawing room, 
obſerved the blunder committed. © Pardon, Ma- 
*« dam, ſays the Duke, the ſtupidity of my ſervants, 
0 ] was on the way to ſee a pretty woman, and 1 
« find myſelf only deceived by the name. I for- 
ce give them, for the additional pleaſure they have 
te afforded me. Accept my excuſes, for having in- 
© truded on your privacy ſo abruptly and un- 
% prepared,” 

tis adoration for the ſex was unceafing, but 
as 4 courtier, devoted to the faſhions of the times 
prevailing, his accuſers, who had noticed the incenſe, 
ſacrificed to the ſhrine of Madame du Barry, ſhew- 
ed their ſpite, in charging him with ingratitude and 
negl:&, towards once that favorite idol. No enqui- 
ries of her health had attended her tay in the Con- 
vent; and when the Chateau of Luciennes was per- 
mitted for her ref dence, a cool viſit or two had ac- 

companied 


Ct 


_ — ms A * 
5 * - 0 Ni * . - 
* 
* o : — - 
— 
An . 
- * 
—ͤÜ— OO — 
. 


L 154 J 


companied only the former marks of his attachment; 
The ſcene was changed, and no perfect courtier, to 
our knowledge, is ever guided, or influenced, by 
retroſpection. The arrival of Voltaire was a ſource 
of freſh amuſement. For a long while, this patri- 
arch of French literature had been baniſhed the plea- 
ſure of ſceing the repreſentation of his pieces, ſo 


greatly admired. His preſence was thought a ſa- 
tisfaction to his old age, and the proſcription of not 
appearing in French Territory, having iſſued in the 
former reign, was not conſidered, in the ſucceſſive, 
as a matter, that could affect the ſtate. 

Tres: two old friends had haſtened to meet each 
other, and the ſenſibility, expreſſed, evinced their 
mutual Regard, and announced to the public, they 
would, during the poet's reſidence be inſeperable. 

II che laurel crown, the enthuſiaſm of a gene- 
rous audience decreed to this philolopher and great 
hiſtorian, the einbelliſher and reformer of the French 
ſtage, the Duke, in ſympathy for his friend, partook 
in the joy, of the well judged applauſe conferred. 

Ix the converſation, that paſſed ſubſequently, ſo 
exalted was his admiration of his friend's talents, - 
that he was loſt in aſtoniſhment, when the other 
ſighingly depreciated them, and remarked © what are 
6: they, compared to thoſe, and the ſervices accom- 
& pany ing them, the Duke has diſplayed, and ren- 
& dered? A 


© 


A nyE-STANDER has recounted their mutual ex- 


preſſions, as characteriſtic of each other's diſpoſition. 
'i ſhall ſubjoin them“ well, my dear Voltaire, ſays 


«c 


»- 


the Mareſchal, your ſatisfaction muſt be great. 
No, anſwers the author, they have ſatiaed me with 


pleaſure, I feel diſgu.ted in ſuch unbounded aiten- 


tion, although, I think a preference is due me, 
and this is all I merit. But, my friend, the hom- 
mage, you received, was univerſal, and fo gene- 
ral a tribute mult have been ſpontaneous. It 1s, 
Monſieur Le Mareſchal, the triumph of Harlequin, 
in compariſon of your a tions, and chat laviſhed on 
you ; | ſhall occupy a corner in the page of hiſ- 
tory, whena whole volume will be filled with your 
atchievements. My dear friend, rejoins the Mare- 
ſchal, reject ſuch idle thoughts, this day mult be 
the ſu:nmit of your happinels, adiſcerning public, 
rendering juſtice to your preeminence, have ma- 
nifeſted, how dear you arc to them; enjoy the 
preſent moment, it ſtamps your eulogium, and re- 
dounds, equally, to the honor of the Pauiſians. 
Alas! exclaims Voltaire, I know how to appre- 
ciate their encomiums. Were they not ſimilar- 
ly profuſe of them, to the author ol the ſiege of Ca- 
lais?“ 
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Tux reader will reflect on the miſery attendant 


on ſuch vanity, and regret, that human natu-e ſub. 
jets the moſt perfect and enlightened of beings to 
have the happieſt of their days aſſailed, by the moſt 
deſpicable of vices, envy. 

Ix further corroſion of what joy, he felt from 
the voice of popular opinion, his mind appeared tor- 
mented with regret, that his preſence at court had 
not been ſolicited. Theſe agitations, and the bodi- 
ly want of reſt, which he ſacrificed, in paying his 
gratitude to the public, by acting in his own tragedies, 
ſoon finiſhed this immortal man's career. 

Tux Mareſchal lamented his friend, and revol- 
ted at the ablurdity of conduct ſhewn by the Cu- 
rate of St. Sulpice, who refuſed ſepulchral ſervice, 
and a ſacred place of interment, to ſo great a charac- 
ter. © Fool, ſays the Mareſchal, he acts in this bu- 
te ſineſs as a man ignorant of his profeſſion, inſtead | 
ee of ridiculing the fuſs, he had raiſed, that ſerves in 
© ſome degree to verify Voltaire”s attacks on pricſt- 
c hood, and the idle ceremonies and ſuperſtitions of 
© religion, impoſed on us by that craft; he ought, 
© as a wiſe man and in ſupport of that body, to 
ce have ſhut himſelf up with the deceaſed, and, if he 
© found exhortation vain, have had, at leaſt, com- 
te paſſion in his dying moments, not to have troubled 

«© him 
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ec him to retract opinions, it was known, he had 
ec given the world as genuine; and when the breath 
< left him, have boldly declared, he had repented, 
ce confeſſed, and gone off as a Saint, Such an aſſu- 
& rance would not have had it's weight with men 
cc of ſenſe, but with the vulgar, whom it is neceſſary 


ce to captivate, it à ould have operated as a miracle, 
tc and the curate would have been extolled, in the 


© merit of having brought back ſuch a proſelyte. 
« View the contrary of his conduct; intent on aven- 
& ging, not religion, but the clergy, painted after na- 
* ture by Voltaire, he has thought the inſult, in deny- 
te ing the corpſe the accuſtomed rites of buria!, a ſtain 
& on his character. Deluded prieſthood ! however 
te your triumph, the energy of his writings has inflict- 
tc ed the blow] your preſent attempt is comparable 
cc to a boy, endeavoringto deſtroy the Marble lab, 
& againſt which he knocks his head.“ 


Fox ſome years, the friends of the Mareſchal 
had been very deſirous, he ſhould leave, to poſterity, 
a recital! of his life and actions; but averſe to giving 
one himſelf, he told his friends they would be found 
in his papers in looſe manuſcripts. It is this faichful 
narration we have obtained, and compiled for the 
public. The Abbe de Voiſenon, more preſſing than 
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cihers, and a favorite of the Mareſchal, urged him tv 


pe mit his being his amanuenſis and for this purpoſe 


would attend, wit!; 7cxifure, the Duke's convenience. 
The promite was given vas day in a jocoſe manner, 
6- y0u ſhall have my confeſiion, Abbè, ſaid the Duke, 
« and I adnit, yen ſhould reveal it. In your live- 
« ly ſtyle, my fins, well gloſſed and related, will find 
«© pardon from an indulgent public;“ but not being 
repeated, all ſolicitation dropped, his friends being 


convinced, he bad not harbored 1 ſerious in- 
tention thereon. 


Ar whatever purſuit his mind was attached, 
and, for the moment, pleaſed, yet he found, towards 
the verge of his life, a companion, to ſoothe his de- 
clining years, was requifite, The widow of the pre- 
ſident Portail had been mentioned by him, next a 
Princeſs in Germany ; he talked pleaſantly of the 


third Marriage, as the duty of a ſubject, few could ex- 


cel, ſince when it took place, he would have paid 
three different ſovereigns, che compliment of gran 
ing, in each of their reigns. 


A vxxx ſerious warning, that threw him on the 
brink of Eternity, determined him, on his recove- 
ry, to delay no longer this judicious reſolution. In 
the courſe ot his deceaſe, when his end was thought 

inevitable 
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tnevitable, the Duke de Fronſac was ſummoned 
from his ſeat to witneG his Father's expiring, 
The Son arrives, and unable to ſupport a ſcene fo 
afflicting, he retires to his Brother in Law's houſe, 
dreading the final doleful meſſage. The Patient 
recovers, and the ſon, doubtful of the poſſibility of 
his having outlived ſo extremely ſevere an attack, 


pays his Father a ſecond viſit. Ah! fays the 
Mareſchal, are you there? I am not yet dead, 


and, indeed, on this oecaſion, I think your inhe- 
ritance 1s deterred, 

Orxicious Servants had imparted to the 
Duke the avidity, his heir manifeſted for the ſuc- 
ceſſion, and the want of filial tenderneſs he had la- 
tently ſhewn. This induced the Father's ſeverity, 
and prompted his eager deſire cf appearing again in 
public, to the diſappointment of thoſe, who had 
founded their expectations on the Fleir, being on 
the eve of poſſeſſion of his Eſtate. 

Hez was in the habit of viſiting a Madame de 
Raote, widow cf an Iriſh Colonel, in the ſervice of 
France, In this Lady, he diſcovered the amiable 
woman, who would tend to his enjoyment, and he 
made his propoſals accordingly. 

Tur Lady, ſenfible of the honor, and how- 
ever diſproportioned their years, yer thinking of 


tlie 
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the brilliant ſituation, that awaited her, and the ims 
propriety of not acceding to what would conſtitute 
the happineſs of Monſieur de Richelieu, readily 
yielded her conſent, 

TzansroRrTED with joy at the meaſure being 
found acceptable, the Mareſchal repairs to his 
Son's Houſe, imparts the pleaſing tidings, and in- 
vites him to his Nuptials. The Ceremony was 
ſoon concluded; and we are warranted in the ſup- 
poſition, that the honors of the Wedding night 
were better attended to, than in thoſe of his firſt 
Marriage. 

Tu Duke had juſt attained his eighty fourt!, 
year, and had become the Doyen (Preſident) of 
the Tribunal of the Mareſchals of France, an ho- 
nor only obtainable by regular gradation, and of 
courſe devolving to the longeſt ſurvivor. of his cre- 
ation. 
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CHAP. XII. 


THE MARESCHAL'S ATTENTION IS SOLELY ENGAGED IN THE 


AFFAIRS OF HI3 TRIBUNAL IN THE MORNING, AND IN 
THE EVENING DIRECTING THE THEATRES. HE FUL. 
FILLS HIS YEAR OF ATTENDANCE AT COURT, AND , 
DURING A WHILE, THE ONLY GENTLEMAN CAPABLE 
FROM HEALTH TO PERFORM THE FUNCTIONS.—A LA. 
Dre. FORMERLY ATTACHED TO HIM, DIES, AND BE- 
RUE ATHES HER ESTATE, CONSTISUTING HIM, WITH 
THE EXCEPTION OF A FEW TRIFLING LEGACIES TO RE- 
LATIONS, HER RESIDUARY LEG4TEF. ANECDOTES RE. 
LATIVE TO MESSRS. DE Noz, AND D' ARTHUR. THE 
MARESCHAL'S FACULTIES FAIL HIM; IS DIVESTED o 
THE TRIBUNAL, AND DIES. 


C_———— 


T. houſhold of the Mareſchal de Richelieu, on 


this Marriage, underwent a complete ref orm, with- 


out in the leaſt militating on that elegance of ex- 
pence to which he had accuſtomed himſelf to live 
up. 


T 162 J 


vp. Poſſeſſed of four hundred and fifty thouſand 
Livres per Annum, few Noblemen could diſplay 
ſich a late. He had found it, on his ſucceſſion, 
encumbered ; he however, in what proportion the 
Eſtates were entailed, had honorably wiped off 
his Father's incumbrances, and through his life 
was in the enjoyment of his landed revenue, with- 
out any Mortgages diminiſhing it's nett product. 


In the affairs of the Tribunal, he was ofter. 
on buſineſs, and cloſetted with the Miniſters. He 
appeared no longer the proſcribed Courtier. Lew- 
is XVI. received him with kindneſs, and a certain 
vtneration for his great age; often queſtioning him 
on events of the preceding reigns, he received 


that memorable anſwer, a forerunner to the late 


change, and which diſtintly marked the gradual 


progreſs in Men's ſentiments. Recovering from 
an illneſs, and appearing at Court youthiul for his 
years, the Monarch complimented him on his looks, 
yet obſerving that he had ſeen three ages. Rather 
faid Richelicu three Reigns. Well, rejoined the 
Monarch what thought you of each? Pleaſe your 
Majeſty, replied the Mareſchal, in Ie wis the Four- 
teentn's time the people were ſullen and filent ; in 


Lewis the Fiſteenth's they ſpoke in whiſpers, but, in 


your 
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your Majeſty's they ſpeak aloud. The Monarch 
ſaw in him an extraordinary gift of nature, and felt 
ſurprized in the tenacity of his memory, enabling 
him to recount, with exactneſs, the moſt trifling event 
of the age, in which he had lived, whether himſelf 
or not had been perſonally concerned. 

T as year, the eighty-fixth of his life, he at- 
tended on the young King, as firſt Gentleman of 
his Bed Chamber; and the Monarch, inconſiderate 
of the etiquette, that preſeribed the ſhirt and Hat 
being preſented ſtanding, often fatigued the Duke, 
keeping him long in this poſture, while in conver- 
ſation with him and others of his Nobility, Vet 
Richelieu prized theſe honors too greatly, to ſacri- 


fice them to perſonal convenience. He adhered 
to diſcharge this latter year of ſervice, wich as ob- 


ſtinate and regular a perſeverance to it's forms, as 
he diſplayed the firſt year of his inſtalment ; and 
he prided himſelf at the idea of fome of his col- 
jeagues having been obliged to abſent themſclyes, 


when in the courſe of it, he had not had one day's 
fickneſs to plead for his non-attendance. 


Tow aRDs the beginning of the enſuing year, 
he perceived a difficulty in hearing, which did nor 
however gain upon him ſo as to deprive him of the 

benefit 
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benefit of ſociety. His Son, the Duke de Fronſac, 
was at this time a martyr to the gout, and laſſitude. 
The Father goes to ſec him, and expreſſes his won- 
der, that a young man ſhould be ſubjected to the 
diſeaſes of old Age. The remedy, ſays the Mare- 
« ſchal, is in your power, take exerciſe and be 
& active; and when you find yourſelt attacked with 
« a numbneſs in one foot, ſtand on Tiptoe on the 
© other,” and ſhewing him how, he excites the 
Son's ſurprize, at remaining in this poiture, a full 
minute. 


MaptmorsSELLE Contat, an actreſs, much in 
vozue, who had been admired by the court, and 
was thought to have made an impreſſion on the firſt 
Miniſter, was greatly embarraſſed in her domeſtic 
concerns, from her extravagant mode of living. 
She deemed thirty thouſand livres per annum, as a 
ſlender income for ſuch a favorite of the public. 
The debts, ſhe had contracted by her expenſive pur- 
ſuits, were immenſe, and the Duke, feeling intereſt- 
ed in the continuance of her contributing :o the a- 
muſements, hoped, of which the late reign had affor- 
ded ſo many precedents, that he could prevail on the 
Miniſter, for a grant on the treaſury, to her relief. 


In this application, he found Monſieur de Maure - 
pas, 
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pas perſectiy obdurate; but luckily for the Lady, 
the Count D' Artois ſacrificed at her ſhrine; and 
that his divinity might not be troubled, with an un- 
eaſy thought, ariſing trom the importunity of credi- 
tors, he nobly took upon himſelf, on their firſt meet 
ing, to diſcharge all her debts, and accordingly an 
order on the treaſury was procured through conni- 


vance, and, under the feigned head for this Prince's 
ſecret ſervices, was iſſued. 


Rea cHiNG his ninetieth year, he ſtill mounted 
on horſe back, and frequently rode to Conflans and 
back again, to the ſeat of the Archbiſhop ot Paris, 
Monſieur de Beaumont, with whom he was on the 
moſt intimate footing. Inexorable as this prelate 
was in according any immunities to the poor excom- 
municated race of comedians, he aſtounded the 
Mareſchal in ſpeaking to him in behalf of a Madame 
La Caille, whoſe admiſſion in the troops, the vene- 
rable Prelate ſeemed to have much at heart; and, 


however the mediocrity of her talents, out of reſpecrt 


to his application he was accordingly indulged there- 
in by his complaiſant friend. 
Ar this juncture his fortune met with an unex- 


pected augmentation, by a Madame de Gayac, a la- 
dy, to whom he had formerly been attached, conſtitu- 


ting him her refiduary legatee, after the payment of 
a few trifling legacies to ſome poor relations — The 
E heir 


„* il. 
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heir at law conteſted the will, and the law not being 
on his fide, his plaint was ineffectual. The gift was 
confirmed, and the poor man was, through the unac- 
countable caprice of his relation, thrown hereafter fox 
ſupport, on the ſole generoſity of the Duke. 

Paince Henry of Pruſſia, paying a viſit to 
Paris, the Mareſchal, in honor of him, feaſted him 
ſumptuouſly. The topic of their converſation fell 
on their various campaigns, the errors that had been 
committed, and this,with a readineſs and preciſion of 
memory, that amazed the Pruſſian General. His 
Majeſty of Pruſſia had ever teſtified the greateſt con- 
ſideration for the Nlareſchal; they were in mutual 
correſpondence; and tew noblemen, in their travels 
at the King's court, received ſuch marks of diſtincti- 
on, as the Count de Chinon, the Duke de Fronſac's ſon, 
veſted as he was, with his Grand father's recommen- 
datory letter to that Monarch. The partiality, he 
evinced to this grandſon, was well founded. Nature 
had done her utmott in qualifving him with the gra- 
ces of ſigure and the nobleſt endowments of mind. 
Richelieu predicted, he would inherit all his qualities, 
without any of his defects, and felt truly flattered, 
when the handſome compliment of Federick, to his 
Grandſon, was communicated to him. * Sir, ſaid 
the old King, how come you by the name of Chi- 


ce non, - 
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te non, it is a title, I am ignorant of; and fir, add: 
the monarch, whena perſon, by birth, has a right 
*© to bear that of Richelieu, it is too noble a name to 
part with, for any other.“ 

IN this winter, the Duke's intellects ſuſtained 


a viſible ſhock. His abſence of mind was apparent, 
*zccaſtonally, to his friends. At intervals however, 


where the vigor of executing was requiſite, no ſigns 
of deficiency, or imbecility, of action, attended the 
order. In the cafe ofone De Noe, Miyor of Bour- 
deaux, who had init in ed on ſome privileges, apper- 
taining to the ſtation of governor, the Duke was ri- 
gid in requiring reparation, and did not deſiſt from 
the proceſs, until full ſatis faction had been given. In 
that of another, a man named Arthur, who had eſta- 
bliſhed at a great expence, a manufactory of paper, 
and whoſe buildings, unhappily for him, were ſitu- 
ated in the vicinity of a powerful nobleman, the 
Duke, conceiving one of thoſe erections, obſtructed 
the view from his pavillion, ordered it's being razed. 
In vain, the poor man pleads the injury, his works 
will receive, and carries his plaints to the miniſtry, 
for a protection, to counteract ſo deſpotic a mandate 
from an individual. Meſfieurs de Vergennes, and 
Bertin, devoted to the Mareſchal's commaads, and 
viewing the difference of ſtation between the contend- 


Ng 
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ing parties, conſideted the plebeian's oppoſition, as 
preſumptuous, as the appeal to their juſtice againſt 
the father of the Mareſchals of France, and a Man of 
the Duke's ſplendid rank and dignities. Satisfied, 
however, that the man had only uſed the privilege, the 


property of his ground gave him the ample right to 
dliſpoſe of, as choice or neceſſity dictated, they dared 


no”, t1ough well inclived, riſk,from the improved diſ- 


poſition of the people, the obloquy, they perſonally 


They thoughtit beſt to temporize, that, by the matter 
remaining dormant, the party, likely to be injured, 
might find out friends to uſe their endeavours with 


Monſieur de Richelieu, to ſuſpend his intention. 


- 
: 
| 5 1 EP A = 
11 would incur, in giving an order for it's demolition. 
4 


Fortunately this occurred, and the mediation of ſome 
of the Duke's friends, favorers of induſtry, were more 
availing to the diſtreſſed ingenious manufacturer, chan 
he could have hoped for, had an ultimate deciſion, 
reſted with the juſtice of miniſtry, 
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In his department of directing the theatres 


3 — 
— 


nad crept in a relaxation of ſubordination. Jealous 


— 


of his ſuperintendence, he liſtened not to the com- 
plaints, the public had, through the negle& and 
caprice of the Actors, occaſionally experienced the 
right of preferring. His reply was, that if ad- 
vantage was then taken by them, owing to his 

grea* 
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great age, it was only anticipating what would 
be the caſe, when his Son, the Duke de Fronſac, 
to whom, with the reverſion of his Father's Poſt, 
that truſt would devolve, came to exerciſe it's func- 
tions. 

Bur the Machine ſuffering conſiderably, the 
organs were no longer capable of action, and in 
one of the ſittings at his tribunal, his weakneſs was 
ſo conſpicuous, that it was determined hence for- 


ward, through the propoſal of Monſicur de Duras, 
the meetings ſhould be adjourned and held by the 


next in ſucceſſion. This was Monſieur de Biron, 
who, lamenting che act, fearful it might influence 
on the quiet of his old friend, in his laſt moments, 
rejected it; and it then deſcended to Monſicur de 
Contades, who had the decency of not removing 
the gvards and Enfigns of office cuſtomary to be 
poſted with the preſident. 

Tart Duke de Biron's ſuſpicion was juſt. In 
thoſe moments nature ſeemed as again intending to 
work her miracles in his favor, the old Mareſcha!, 
environed by the pomp of authority, thought a mcet- 
ing had been convened, and himſelf prepared to 
prefide. Diſappointed of thoſe not atteading, who 
were then preſent to his memory, he inſenſibly re- 
laxed into a ſtupor, apparently aſtoniſhed, by a 
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marked profound ſigh, not to find himſelf the man 
he had been. 

Towaxps the beginning of 1788, he was 
approaching faſt to his end. An abſceſs was form- 
ing, in his Lungs, imperceptibly and without pain. 
Providence terminated his career with that paternal 
care, which had uniformly watched over, and con- 
ducted, his good fortune, through a long courſe of 
years. Unable to expectorate the matter, that had 
collected, the veſſels were choaked and without 
a pang he reſigned his laſt breath. 

His Horoſcope, that had fixed the month of 
March for his diſſolution, and had rendered him 
through life peculiarly cautious and uneaſy ducing 
that Month, did not verify it's prediction, ſince the 
Month of Auguſt, 1738, at the great age of ninety 

two, tranſlated this celebrated Man to a better 
world. 
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LETTER FROM THE MARESCHAL DE RICHE- 
LIEU, TO THE COUNT OF BROGLIO. 
Lurenburg, November 27, 1756. 

I navz received, Sir, the Letter you honored 

me with under date ſeventh of this month. The 
fatal day of the $th,* has unhappily verified the 
apprehenſtons I entertained, in the purſuit of the 
vain hope of penetrating this year into Saxony. I 
truſt however, the misfortune, that has ariſen, will 
not have ſuch ſerious contequences, provided our 
Miniſters will earneſtly ſet about a fixed and well di- 
geſted project for the enſuing campaign. But to 
do this, it requires, what they have hitherto not ma- 


nifeſted, for, in their conduct alone, has appeared 
a contempt to preconcert, and diicuſſions in their 
council, inſtead of firm reſclutions. 

Ir is, Sir, from this rea{on, that I exprefled to 
you my {urprize, of the facility you thought there 
would be, in diſlodging his Pruffian Majeſty from 
Saxony, and for our army to enter Dreſden. An 
operation of ſuch magnitude, as ought not to have 
yielded a proſpect of ſucceſs in it's undertaking, but 
at the cloſe of a long and arduous campaign, ſigna - 


iz ed, to our arms, by diſtinguiſhed advantages, and 
— — — — _ — — — — 


* The Battle of g eſbach. 


aided 


11 


aided by the conjuction of the ſeparate Force, 1 
command. | ü 

Ou difficulties are not yet at an end, ſince 
notwithſtanding the late defeat, I am ordered to act, 
with the Troops under me, again in the Field. 
Whilſt all this has been paſſing, added to the obſta- 
cles of our Court in ratifying the capitulation of the 
roth September, and conſtantly endeavoring, to in- 
troduce new clauſes, the activity of the Pruſſian and 
of the Engliſh Miniſters, have been employed in ef- 
fectually perſuading the King ot England, to ſacri- 
fice his own Country to the general intereſt of the 
objects in view. Accordingly, the Hanoverians, 
agreeable to the Treaty, confined to the walls of 
Stade, have infringed their limits, and, by their 
movements, have announced an intention of viola» 
ting the terms. Judging therefore, that oppoſition 
alone could compel them to abide to thoſe condi- 
tions of Neutralicy, their General pledged his faith 
for the obſervance of, has induced my march to this 
place ; and the poſition , that I occupy, is ſuch, as to 


prevent the junction of the Pruſſian Troops, with 
the Army of the Allies, which Priace Ferdinand of 
 Brunfwick is gone to command. 


Hacnpouks 
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Haz nov is inveſted by the Hanoverian:. 
i have a ſtrong aid, in Winſen, but events 
rauſt determine, how far the power of doing 
us ſervice will be afforded him. My Negociation, 
on a ſimilar bafis, was equally forward with the 
Heſſians ; but the Diſaſter of the 5th has led me 
to defprir, and, idced, to conclude, ali hope of 
tacir efficiency has thereby been fruſtrated, 
I ſhall regularly inform you of every ſubſe- 


quent occurrence, and with the trneſt ſ:ntuments of 


citecm, 
have the honor to be, &c. &c. 


—_— — — — ——— 


LETTERS FROM MARESCHAL DUKE DE RI. 
CHELIEU, DURING HIS CAMPAIGN IN 
HANOVER, TO THE MARQUIS OF PAUL- 
MI, SECRETARY AT WAR, TO M. THE 
ABBE OF BERNIS, AND TO THE COUNT 
OF BROGLIO: ALL RELATIVE TO THE 


TREATY OF CLOS FERSEVEN. 
Cleſterſerren, September 5, 1757. 

T 1xFoxMED you, Sir, in my laſt Letter, of 

the reaſon, which has cauſed the ſuſpenſion of the 
purſuit of the Enemy, and that I haye not the 
{auileſt doubt but they will continug their route af- 
ter having abandcucd ſuch ſtrong poſts as the camp 


A at 
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at Rotemberg as alſo that at Otterberg. I ordered 
Monſieur de Saint Pern, to cauſe a detachment to 
purſue them, the command of which he gave to 
Monſieur de Poyanne; with ſome carabineers and 


2 body of choſen light troops. Monfieur de Poy- 
anne found the enemy encamped at Elneulein, of 


which circumſtance I gained intelligence, as I was 
paſſing through Otterberg, which place I had felt 
a great inclination to viſit, 

I 1MMEDIATELY determined to march with 
the Grenadiers, who were at Rotemberg, and the 
brigade of Alface, that was at Cloſterſeven. At 
about the diſtance of fix leagues I ordered Monſieur 
the Duke of Broglio to join me with the body of 
reſerve, and I made Monſieur de Po; anne puſh for- 
ward with his detachment. Learning yeſterday 
morning, that the enemy had decamped, I directly 
repaired to the detachment of Monſieur de Poyanne, 
for the purpoſe of reconnoitring the country and the 
poſition, which the Enemy had taken. I went near 
the village of Bevern, I ſaw the Enemy encamped 
on the other ſide of the Country, and their choſen 
troops in poſſeſſion of the place, which was attack- 
ed by Monſieur de Berchini and Monfieur de Cha- 
bot, and the 200 dragoons of the regiment of Har- 
court, who had their ſhare of the action on foot. 


This 
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This Village was ſoon carried, but the enemy hav- 
ing made a fortie with a vaſt number of their re- 
gular troops from 4 little wood, which faced the 
village, I did not think ſit proper to purſue, further, 
an advantage, which it might not have been in my 
power to have ſupported, eſpecially ſince I ad no 
Infantry; beſides I was inclined to believe, that all 
the army of the Enemy were in that camp, of which 
I faw a part; and effectively they were there poſted. 

I nab iTucd orders to the Troops, which were 
in the village, to retreat, and after having gained e- 
very information, that I could have wiſhed to have 
obtained, of the village of Bevern, the rivulet, that 
paſſes near it, and the poſition of the enemy, I told 
M. de Poyanne to fall back to the village of Selffen, 
and to halt for that night, protected by twelve com- 
panies of Grenadiers and four pieces of cannon, un- 
der the command of the Prince de Chimai, whom I 
had poſted, at the diſtance of a league from the vil- 
lage, in a wood, to ſupport, in caſe of neceſſity, the 
Cavalry in it's retreat. 

Moxs:izux de Poyanne had not gained above 
halfa league on his way, before he perceived, that a 
column of Infantry, compoſed of 1,500 Heſſians, and 
commanded by Monſieur de Sartrow, in perſon, 


with a nu nerous body of Cavalry, opening from 


the 
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che village and having croſſed the Rivulet, wers 
endeavoring to impede Monſieur de Poyanne, who 


kept bending gradually and collectedly towards the 
corps, with which he was ordered to form the junc- 
tionz the Huſſars, in particular, affecting an indiffe- 
rence to accelerate their ſpeed, inſpire:l tac enemy 
with a greater degree of confidence, that they might, 
with impunity, attack our little body of Men. This 
drew them completely into the ambulcade, that had 
been planned, and they were received, with a {mart 
and regular diſcharge, from the Prince de Chimai's 
Troops. At the ſame time the Grenadiets and Vo- 
Il: ateers of Chabot charged the head of their Infan- 
ny, who, being attacked unexpectedly, and not 
prepared to meet our's, were ſoon difordered and 
their ranks broken. 

A PEasaxT, who arrived here, reports, that he 
has {een a great number of waggons loaded with the 
wounded, and among them a General; and that, 
which makes this worthy of credit, is, what a 
volunteer told Monſieur Poyanne, that he ſaw 
a perion in a rich uniform, who fell. This is 
all, that I know at preſent. Towards the ap- 
proach of niglt Monſieur de Poyanne fell back, 
into the Village, with his troops ; at which 
place they reſted tranquilly, The army of 

the 
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the enemy occupied the encampment, Which they 
tmerly poſſeſſed. 

MonstEur de Berchini and his regiment have 
done wonders, Our warmeſt thanks are due to 
kim. , Monſieur de Chabot and his regiment be- 
haved like foidiers. It is impoſſible to below too 
great a praiſe on the meaſure, that was io honorably 
decided and ably executed. I owe honorable men- 
tion alſo to Monſieur de Poyanne, and to the Carabi · 
neers, who acted with their uſuai Intrepidity. 

Ar about 3 P. M. there arrived here a flug ot 
truce from the Duke of Curaberland, who has ft. 
me a Letter from Monſieur the Count of Lyazr, 
a Copy of which I do myſelf the pleaſure to trant- 
mit, as allo that oi mine, and another, which Ire. 
ceived about two days ago, from Nlonſieur Ogier. 
To this propoſition, I neither think it, for the Ho- 
nor or Intereſt of his Majeſty, to accede. Until 
a material advantage is gained, I am againit an 
armiſtice, or giving up an inch of that ground, of 
which we are in poſicſtion; but I 2pprekend, 1: the 
Count de Lynar would engage for the neutrality of 
Städe, remaining in Statu quo on either fade, I 


ſhouid do well to accept of thcie terms proviſional- 


Iy ; for it could be no otherwile, un! was favored 


with the King's orders, which, 1 Cold unreſerv- 
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edly declare, had not been received to this effeR. 
| You are not ignorant, Sir, of the utter impoſ- 
ſibility of my taking a Voyage to Stade; for al- 
though I might cauſe Meflrs. de Valori and Fon- 
tenaĩ to diſpenſe with one fourth of the Artillery, 
which they have requited, withdrawing that, de- 
ſtined for the ſiege of Hamlen, and ordering the 
heavy Ordnance to join that, which till is at Brunſ- 
wick, it would yet occupy a period of five weeks, 
before I could open the Trenches. 

ArTtx having therefore well weighed every 
thing in my mind, I find, that there would be no 
way for me to effect this purpoſe, and, even with 
the means detailed, the delay, it muſt neceſſarily be 
attended with, would render the meaſure ineffici- 
ent. On the contrary, I ſhould deem what 
I have ſuggeſted, as both honorable and of Utility 
to his NIajeſty's ſervice. 

I 50>z to ſee Monſieur de Lynar, either this 
Evening or to-morrow morning, and I ſhall ſend 
you an exprels to inform you of the reſult of out 
converſation; the army, that I command, ena- 
bling me to attack, with a proſpect of ſucceſs, that 
of the Duke of Cumberland, If he ſtill perſiſts to 
remain in the poſition he now has, that will be an 


inducement to the Court to conſider my expedient, 


a3 
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as reafonable. I have forced every means to make 
the firſt line of our army march towards Nottem- 
burg, and I am equally anxious to accelerate the 
motion of the ſecond. I have further commanded 
Bourgade's attendance, that I may ſatisfy myſelf 
with him, if a poſſibility does not exiſt, without riſk- 
ing our ſubſiſtence, to enable me to bring the whole 
Army to this Poſt. 

I cannot help expreſſing to you, how much 
I am hurt by the Heſſian and Brunſwick troops, 
always being with the army, contending with our's, 
in ſpite of all the overtures of the Land-grave of 
Heſſe Caſſel and the Duke of Brunſwick; and that, 
it ſeems to me, ſo treacherous a conduct is deſcrv- 


ing of the King's ſevereſt reprehenſion to thoſe 
Princes. 


— ____n@ 
Claſterſeven, September 9, 1757. 
Is the plan, formed for the Winter Quarters 
of the Troops, the poſition, which has governed 


the direction given, has been for the left to extend 
forwards to Bremen, along the Aller and the Lock- 


er, and the right of the Army inclining towards 
Heſſe. 


Tux ſucceſs, wich which the laſt Military o- 
perations have been attended, ought to alter this de- 


ternuination, 
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termination, by cauſing the left to occupy Harbourg, 
whence the line, paſſing through Lunenburg, Ul- 
zen, Gyphorn, and Brunſwick, would equally co- 
ver Heſſe; whilt Halberſtadt might ſtill be main- 
tainec!, if this diſpoſition is approved. 

he neutrality of Swedcn, the ſituation of the 
Caſtle of Harbours, which may herendered very ca- 
pable of defence; that of Lunznburg ſerving for an 
vnportant ob ect, wluch was the principal point of 
Monſicur Ce Champeaux's Negociation, for reſour- 
ces of forage, which, this Country neither exhauſted 
or affected by the vicinity or ſojourament of Troops, 
vet affords; mec er the proximity of the Elbe, 
which enables the motions of the Enemy, during 
inter, to be more clearly aſcertained, and thereby 
tending to our operations being commenced. with 
more eſſect, in the ſpring, are all motives, which 
powerfully unite to render this chang? of quarters 
more eligible, than any hope or advantage, which 
an be derived from the other Poſition. 

Au totheſe may be further added, that the 
cation of the enemy cannot allow them to vade:- 
take any thing upon the lower Elbe, even it the 
de cauſed the palling of this River Practicable, if 
Lunenburg c can be only protected, from a Coup 


Je Main attack, With what eale may ovr troops 
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be reaſſembled to act in force, and hoy much more 
will it terd to their convenience, and the reſources 
of proviſions, with which they muſt abundantly be 
ſupplied ? This point particularly merits conſidera- 
tion. For after the fatigue they ſuffered from laſt 
Campaign, harraſſed by continued marches and 
countermarches, with the want and dearneſs of pro- 
viſions they experienced, the officer has been ruined ; 
| andit requires a good winter eſtabliſhment, to enable 
him to commence the eaſuing Campaign, together 
with a facility of providing thoſe neceſſaries which, 
are indiſpenſable for the recruiting and ſupplying 
of his troops. Theſe ſupplies are of different kinds, 

1. Tur recruiting ſervice, for which a 
certain number of men, from each battalion, muſt 
have leave of abſence granted; and care mult be 
taken for victualling theſe Recruits on the Fron- 
tier, that they may join their Regiments as effective 
men. 

2.—Tur Cloathing of theſe troops. The 
intereſt of the kingdom does not permit an atten- 
tion to be given to the propoſitions made by ihe 
Merchants of Hamburg to ſupply this article. 
The Manufacturers in France exact, that this provi- 
ſion ſhould depend ſolely on them; and the king's 


benevolence will direct, that the Carriage, requiſite 


B b for 
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for the conveyance of this indent to 1's deſtination, 
be furniſhed at the public expence. 


Tag Number of General O.Ticers to be em- 
ployed en the Staff may be greuly reduced by con- 


centering our force in the manner propoſed. In- 
derd the conſumption, that would attend their 
reſidence, would be impolitic in a Country, where 
the neceſſicies of life muſt be managed with pru- 
dener and eaution, ſo as to prevent a ſcarcity to the 
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Maſs quartered ; and in the approaching Carn- 
paigns | foreſee, that, with the efficient ſervice of 
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twenty Lieutenant Generals, and forty Mareſchals 
of Camp, it will be ſufficient to ail and give * 


| 
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O EV cry operation, 


Taz Equipages cf thoſe, who may be ſele&-. 
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ed to return, muſt be, in the mean while, entitled 
to ſupplies. The expence would fall too great y on 


them, were it not provided by the public funds 
during their temporary abſence. On this point 
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you will be ſo goad to give your orders to Mon- 


— * 
- —ͤ 


e ee 


4 —— 

- << he 

PA. - 
& ©. + 


of n N , 3 _ * 
. ary > — 2 i c 


ſieur de Luce. | 
I cannot end this Letter without pointing out 


0 
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another eſſential conſideration, relative to the diſpoſ- 


BER 


al of the Army in Winter quarters. This is the 
retreat of the Prince de Soubize into Heſſe, if the 
King of Pruſſia, advancing, compelled him to this 


meaſure, 
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meature, Independent of the confuſion, ſuch 2 
movement would create, amongſt the troops, already 
quartered in this principality, I ſubmit ta your 
judgment, whether it would not be preferable to 
keep entire and open the line of communication from 
the Mein ta the Lohne. 5 

Ir is this latter poſition, that it ſeems to me, 
Monſieur de Soubize ſhould take, in the event of 
the neceſſity of his falling back; but, as I doubt not, 


this point, ſhould it occur, will command the moſt 
mature conſideration in the Council of war, I ſhall 
not dwell upon it any longer, and ſkill end with 
claiming your indulgence for the liberty I have 
taken, in offering my ſuggeſtions. 


J have the honor, &c, 


— — — 
— — — 


September 11, 1957. 

I 1NFORMED For, Sir in my laſt Letter, of 

the paſſport, which had been requeſted, from me, 
by the Count de Lynar, his Daniſh Majeſty's Mi- 
niſter, who, upon his arrival, propoſed various ar- 
ticles of treaty, which I comprized into thoſe, 
that 1 had the honor of ſending to you by the Duke 
de Duras, which Gentleman, having been preſent 
gn every occaſion, will give you a fuller detail, than 


1 
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I could within the compaſs of a Letter. I made 
known, to Monſieur de Lynar, the diſpoſition, 
which, I was ſenſible, His Majeſty wonld teſtify by 
every mark of friendſhip and attention to his Sove- 
reign's Mediation. Thus. and the apprehenſion, 
I entertained, that it might unjuſtly be ſurmized, 
] wiſhed to acquire, to my reputation, the hope of 
a victory, made me not heſitate to acquieſce fully 
in the mediation propoſed ; well underſtanding, 
however, that I was not conſidered bound to relin- 
quiſh any advantage, which, the ſituations of the 
reſpective armies had already afforded me, and 
agreeable to that conſideration I drew up unmedi- 
ate articles, to which, I added, no alteration in 
their purport would be admiſſible, | 
Monst tvs de Lynar thought them rather ſe. 

vere, but, ſuch as they were, he took them, witl: 
him, to the Duke of Cumberland; who adviſed me, 
that however repugnant it was to his feelings to ac- 
cep: of ſuch preſcribed conditions, yet he would 
ſign them, if they were returned with the alterations 
he had dictated. 

I REPLIED inſtantaneouſly, to his Highneſs, that, 
if there had been any thing impracticable, in what I 
had thought proper to require, I would willingly lend 
an ear to explanations; that theſe might be introdu- 


ed 
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ced by ſeparate articles, but that I would hear c: 
none, in the preſent moment, nor receive any propo- 
fition, or written document, but zuch as was accom- 
panie q with the ſignature of his Royal Highneſs, to 
thoſe articles, that had beer Eiſcufſed, and agreed 
upon, in iny conference with the Count de Lynar ; 
and that the time was otherwiſe too precious to waſte 
and miſpend ia fruitleſs negociation. I ordered, in 
conſequence of this deciſion, the grenadiers to 
march to the advanced poſts, occupied by Monſieur 
de Poyanne, which motion, I thought, ſufficient 
to convince the enemy, that they could not alter 
their poſition, or retice, without incurring the great- 
eſt riſk. 

The articles were, in ccniequcnce, ſent hack to 
me, as I had defired ; and on my part, to evince ny 
good faith, I ſat about drawing a ſketch for ſeperate 

clauſes, which are ſent encloled for your intpeciion. 
A truſt, that it will be prouounced, I coul nt Ho- 
ny thing more glorious for the Monarch“ ttryice or 


& « „ 


more ſalutary tor the pre ler ation of thiol troops, 
entruſied to my command, than by aſſen: ing to this 
mcalure, 

Tux troops of Her, Bruntwick, and Saxe Gotha 
ere too decided in their intention: of ſupporting . c 


Duke of Cumberland in calc I kad attack him. E 


conceive, 
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conceive, it was every way preferable to ſpare the 


ſpilling of human blood, when the very capitulation 
obtained me as favorable an iſſue, which a reference 
tothe articles will prove. Thus is this army of allies, 
formidable in number and well known as to courage, 
diſperſed and rendered incapable of ſerving this war, 
Viewing them in this light, it would have been inde- 
licate and inſulting, to the feelings of men and ſol- 
diers, to have exprefily ſtipulated, that they ſhould 


lay down their arms. Such an expreſſion, I felt, as 
too offenſive, and the literal aſſent, to ſuch unquali- 
fied terms, in every probability, would have turned 
out, as precarious, as the execution. An army, reſ- 
pected, ought never to be driven to deſpair, and the 
quick {ſenſe of a military man will ſuggeſt to him, 
that no ſtep, equal to humiliation, is more productive 
of inſpiring that fury. 

THe paſſports, l have furniſhed them with, are 
ſufficient to render them ſenſible, that leaving them 
at the diſcretion of his Majeſty, who was in poſſcſſ-, 
ion ot the Country, for what reſpected their future 
ſtate ; and being diſinĩſſed by the Engliſh, they could 
only be admitted amongſt our troops but in ſmall 
diſperſed bodies and diſarmed. 

IT is now, Sir, in your province to give your 
fiat therevn, in regard to the troops ot the Landgrave 
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or Heſſe, of Brunſwick, and Saxe Gotha. What res 
mains of ihe troops of Hanover, within the precinds 
of Stade, are in a ſtare of neutrality, from the guaran- 
tee of the King of Denmark, and the precautions I 
have taken to ſecure it. But you ought to reflect, 
how eſſential it 15, that this important affair hould be 
brought to the ſpeedieſt concluſion, to obviate the 
poſſibility of theſe troops, by an adherence to the ar- 
ticles expreſſed, again being embodied and making 
head againſt us; and to embrace the moment offered, 
of terminating, by other operations, the war, 12 3 
manner as honorable, as unexpected. 


J have che honor to be, &c- 


The 15th. 

I rave already given you my full ſentiments 
on the poſition of -Huberſtadt. I wiſhed more than 
any other perſon, to be able to maintain myſelf there, 
and you know, tat my views, from the commences 
ment of the campaign, have ever tended to that ul- 
timat? end, perſuaded as ] was, that it was the moſt 
deſirable ſituation to effect. You mull therefore do 
me the juſtice to allow, that 1 arrived there with eve- 
ry prejudice in it's favor, and it can only be, from 


the danger, nay the impoſſibility, I fee, ot holding 
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ic in winter, that I have determined on openly decla- 
ring my ſentiments to you on the ſubject, indepen- 
dent of it's inutility, if the ſiege of Magdeburg 19 
finally and poſitively reſolved. 

Is this opinion, I can aſſure you, that I am 
ſeconded by every perſoa in this Army, whoſe judg- 
ment on any point of military operation is deſirable 
to receive. Yet ſhould it ſo happen, that you had 
eſtabliſhed a ſuperior confidence in the opinion of 
any other, that led you to determine this poſt to be 
maintained, in deſpite of every kazard and incon- 
venience, which might attend, you may be aſſured, 
that, in your orders being ſignified to that purport, 
they will ve obeyed®; however, I muſt add, that no 
General officer would undertake a reſponſibility of 
this nature, without an expreſs and ſpecific order, 


Taz works, that you recommend to me to 


throv round Halberſtadt, are very practicable. It's 
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® This is the Commander of an Army, who expreſſes bhimſelf with 
ſuch deference to the Miniſter of the War department. It is evident, how 


pornicious the ſyſtem was, that could ir fluence and direct the Military ope- 
rat. ons of a Campaign, from the receſs of a Cabinet! What reſulted ? orders 
were conveyed originating in abſur dity. The General complained Eis diſ- 


Jen tions were counteracted. The Miniſter excuſed his ignorance upon the 


will and plraſure of his Majefly; thus all miſconcud, in office, was paſſed o- 
ver, and the evil encreaſzi, From the delay of deciſion, notorions in Mefrs, 
de Faulmis and de Berni“: Adminitratiens, from their incapacity aroſe: 


great! the feilure of brilliant Carcels in the Campaign of 17 57. 


ſituation 
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ſituation, in point of others, is certainly preferable, 
but in viewi upon the Map the circuit it occu- 


pies, you will eafily judge how tar theſe are to be 
effected, ſo as to render the place, ſtrong enough 
to ſufficiently Garriſon in the Winter. particularly 
Gince the Retrenchments, that are to be thrown up, 
mult commence as late as October. I thought, in 
the ſame light with you, of thoſe, you propoſed to 
me to erect along of the Bode; and on the 
moment of my arrival, I directed Monſieur de Fon- 
tenay to examine the poſition, and have the works 
neceſſary inſpected by Engineers. They have been 
aſſiduous in the taſk, aſſigned to them, and have 
drawn up a ſtatement, which I ſhall have the plea- 
ſure to tranſmit. But, independently of the length 
of time theſe works would take, the fioſt of this 
country is ſo ſevere, that, for the ſpace of two months, 
the advantage, which would reſult, from the inun- 
dation of this river, is oby:ated, by it's being frozen. 
Even the Elbe, which, in it's confluence with the 
Sea, has an extent of two leagues in breadth, is 
paſſable for carriages of the greateſt weight. If a- 
ny doubt therefore remains, or hope of it's being 
made a place of that utility, wiſhed for, I ſhould 
have felt a gre-: ſatisfaction, in finding, ſupported, 
that opinion, which I entertained of it's favorable po- 

Cc ſition 
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ſition to ſupply the Magazines with the means of 
reinforcing, if occaſion demands, the Troops deſ- 
tined for the fiege of Magedeburg. But convinced 
myſelf, and my opinion corroborated, that it will not, 
J muſt, in it's ſtead, recommend Wolfenbutel, al- 
tho! it's diſtance is much greater, but this is of no 
conſideration, oppoſed to the danger of maintaining 


| $8 the former. 

* 
. * . 
&* I pzs1GN writing to Monſtzur de Hamilton, 
Li and ſend my letter by Monſieur de Montalembert, 


* 
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5 5 who, as a man of ſcience in his profeſſion, will be of 

| A! great ſervice, in rendering, to me, a faithful account 

EL : of what paſſes ; this gentleman will offer, to Mon- 

. | 1 1 fieur de Hamilton, the charge of the regiment of 
41 the Huſfars of Turpin, which you direct me 
Fl to inveſt him with the command of, and even to 

| 14 add another of that nature, leaving it to his option 
+ 3 to accept. This aſſiſtance appears but feeble, in 


reſpect to what their requiſition will be; and will 


4 - 


operate as a certaia privation to the force under 
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my orders, as you muſt be ſenſible, that my winter 
quarters will demand the vigilance of light Horſe 
around them. 
Monstzux de Chabot, with his regiment, is 
Charged with the preſervation of Notemberg, and 
Oſterburg, 
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Oſterberg, and this will be enough to command his 
attention. The Volunteers of Hainault and Flan- 
ders are greatly reduced in their complement. Ber- 
cini's have been active all the Campaign, and re- 
quire reſt, The regiment of Turpin would have 
been the one, which I ſhould have converted to the 
greateſt uſe; and if it is to be detached from me, 
and in company with another, it muſt be that of 
Pollorezki, who, being an elder Brigadier, than 
Turpin, would diſguſt the latrer. I really do not 
foreſee any advantage from this ſeparation of our 
force, and, in ſuch ſentiments, I muſt be pardoned 
in the ſtep I have taken, which has b<en to iuſtruct 
Monſicur de Montalembert to expreſs himſelf in 
general terms in his interview with Monſicur de 
Hamilton, until your ſubſequent pleaſure is known. 
I am ſo much of accord with Monfieur L. 
Abbe de Bernis, upon that article, he treats of, in the 
capitulation with the Duke of Cumberland, thar, 
when his letter arrives, I ſhall only have to repeat 
the ſentiments, ke manifeſted on this point, in an 


diſcuſſion with you. 


I cannot paint the diſtreſſing ſituation of my 
Army, until it is poſitively determined, what winter 
quarters will be aſſigned to them, | ſee them pe- 

riſning 
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riſhing every day, without the poſſibility of admi- 
niſtering relief to the intenſeneſs of the climate, 
otherwiſe, than by quitting their poſition in the 
ficll, The of inducement to keep the army 
encamped is to cover the mations of the Prince de 
Soubize, and operate as a certain Reſtraint to the 
deſigns of the King of Pruſſia, but theſe, being only 
probable events, fink, in compariſon to the preſerva- 
tion of a whole Army's health. In your reſolution, 
will depend, whether this conſideration is to hold 
good, or that I muſt remain at the mercy of the ſea- 
ſon, until Monſieur de Soubize deems it convenient 
to fortn a junction, and both Armies to g into winter 


quarter 3. 


Ir is my intention within theſe few days to ora 
der a conſiderable detachment to march, for the 
purpoſe of keeping, in awe, the littie encampment 
formed by Prince Ferdinand, beyond Magdeburg; 
and which force will co-operate with that, I am 
ſending to Gardeleben, to puniſh this town, for 
having failed in it's engagements, by not furniſhing 
the quota of contributions, the inhabitants were 
aſſeſſed at ; for being guided in this breach of faith, 
by the injunctions of the king of Pruſſia ; fot bar- 
ricading itlelf, in conſequence ; and for firing on a 


Body 


E 


Body of Huſſ ars I had deputed for the ſervice of 


railing and recciving this ſupply. If ſuch perfidy 
was not to mect with an examplary vengeance, 
there would be no Security in the further receipt 


from thole places dependant on the territory of 
Brandenburg, 


— — 


Hallerſtadi, Octoler 11, 1757. 


I rave known, Sir, that Monſieur de Vau- 
ban had erected the Chapel, of which you com- 
plain with Juſtice, and without eicher conſulting 
me or Monſieur de Bercini, under whoſe immedi- 
ate orders he was placed. However, as no formal 
complaints were made to me of this act, and that 
the matter was without remedy, I avoided further 
enquiry into an affair, which 1 ſhould have moſt 
certainly forbidden, had I been informed of the in- 
tention, in time. I ſhall now communicate, to him, 


His Majeſty's orders, which you have forwarded 


I am very ſenſible of the form, neceſſary to 
be obſerved in reſpect to the requiſitions to be 
mae, for the purpoſe of entering the Imperial towns, 
and garriſoning or quartering them with Frenciu 


troops; but not having near me any imperial Com- 


miſſary, 
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miſſary, the celerity of militzry operations will not 

admit of ſuch delay, and I am obliged, in perſon, 

to teſtify my wiſhes to that effet, as I did, in regard 
to the quarters already occupied by the troops at 

Gorlard and at Northauſen. 

I ſhall examine very minutely into the infor- 
mation, given by the individual, yu mention, of the 
place, which he indicates as the depoſit of the king 
of England's treaſures, however doubttul I conceive 
his intelligence. It was before reported to me, 
through a channel deſerving of credit, that his Br.-. 
tannick Majeſty had cauſed a part to be tranſported 
into Denmark, and the remainder, he had ſecured 
in England. Recently, a Saxon Colonel has arriv- 
ed with Letters from the king of Poland and the 
Count of Bruhl. This Officer is inſtructed to col- 
lect together all thoſe of his Countrymen, . deſert- 
ers from his Pruſſian Majeſty's ſervice. I haves, 
permitted him accordingly to ſearch for them, and 
J ſhall be glad to ſee the Camp ſwept of them, as 
well as of the Ruſſians and Danes, neither of which 
deſcription will, in my opinion, be a facrifice to the 
general good. - | 

Tux King of Poland and M. de Bruhl unite 
in hope, that Magdeburg will ſoon be taken, and, 
on this ſuccels, founds an expectation of ſeeing ſhor:- 


ly, 


195 J 


ly, all Sazony ſubdued, and their coalequent ent:y 


into Dreſden, as certain and ſpeedy. I could will 
tor this event, as much as eicher of them, but, not 


viewing it's poſſibility, with any appearance of flat- 
tering aſſurance, I truſt, this Prince will be induc- 
ed to 2wait, patiently, the effect of another Cam- 
p?'gn, and the termination of the enſuing year, 
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1 5¹ October, 17 57. 

By tlie courier, that arrived yeſterday, I was ho- 
nored with your letter of the 6th inſtant, containing 
tu\l powers, from your excellency, to put the finiſhing 
hand to the capitulation of the roth of September, 
but the want of inſtructions, accompanying them and 
dire<ed to thoſe points, thatretarded it's completion, 
equally, as betore, obviateit's performance being ful- 
filled. 

Ix the eleventh article of the capitulation, it is 
expreſſly ſtated, that the auxiliary troops ſhould re- 
turn into their Countries and diſperſe, and hereafter 
be regulated in ſuch manner, as may be agreed upon 
between the Court of France and their reſpective ſo- 
vereigns; and, in the very firſt clauſe of the ſeperate 
articles, it is poſitively ſtipulated, that theſe troops 
ſhall not be conſidered, as priſoners of war, 
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You have ſeen, Sir, what ſentiments, in regard to 
this point, the Landgrave of Heſſe pretends to main- 
tain, in which opinion he is ſupported by the Duke 
of Cumberland. Theſe tend to a declaration, that 
thoſe troops, not priſoners of war, could not, in juſtice, 
he diſarmed; and that I might not underſtand ſuch 
as equivocal, the Count Donop, on the part of the 
Landgrave has told me decidedly, that the troops 
were in value more to his Highneſs, than any part of 


his territorial revenue; and that it was his prizce's 
determination ſooner to ſubject himſelf to all the mi- 


ſeries, with which war could afflict his principality, 
than allow of his troops being diſhonored by the in- 
capacitation intended. | 

I was apprehenſive from the moment this 
queſtion was agitated, that matters would come to 
the point they have now. I begged of you parti- 
cular inſtructions, in conſequence, and urged you to 
accelerate their trat. ſimiſſion. They are now render- 
ed more requiſite, and muſt be drawn as truly expli- 
citas poſſible. The clauſe, in the convention, ſpeak- 
ing ot theſe troops retiring and diſperſing, deman- 
ded a diſcretionary power being veſted in me, to re- 
gulate their future motions, if it had not been 
thought adviſable by his Majeſty's council to decide 
preciſely and fully on the ſubject. 
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I wrsntD alſo for definitive orcers in reſpect 
to the ſtationing of the Hanoverian troops in the 
dutchy of Lawenburg. On the firſt receipt of this 
c2pitulation, you informed me, his Majeſty's allies 
had been alarmed with the thoughts of ſuch a num- 
ber of troops in the vicinity of their territories, where 
it was impoſſible to admit of their remaining ; and 
that particular clauſes were requiſite to cauſe their 
ſtate of ination to laſt ſo long as the preſent war, 
which, it ſeemed, had been underſtood, and was the in- 


tent of the contracting parties of the treaty of Cloſter- 
ſeven. You muſt have obſerved, that there is no 


difficulty in even ſtating it in a clearer manner, but, in 
this clauſe, was included the reciprocity of the neu- 
trality of the Dutchy of Laweaburg, where theſe 


troops were to be quartered, which was expreſſly re- 
quired. 


T apviteD you, from the firſt, that this clauſe 
might be productive of other confequences, and feel- 


Ing no alarm from the Hanoverian corp's, that were 
to pals through that Dutchy, I had rejected aſſenting 


to it. 

Is the interim of this explanation, His Daniſh 
Majeſty has off:red, that the Hanoverian troops 
ſhould withdraw into his territories, and I have even 
ſeen, in a note of your hand writing, that you did not 
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diſapprove of this propoſition, but ſimply awaited 
the reſult of my ſentiments e're it met wich your fizal 
approbation. I am todeduce from chis, that you foreſay 
the neceſſity of divining an expedient to tranquilize 
the minds of our Allies, excited Ly the!e T. oops 
being in their neighbourhood, at the ſame time 
preſerving to us the privilege of the riglits of war in 
every thing, that regarded the limits of that Dutchy. 


Yet, by your laſt expreſs, it appears, that you 
think, it is only incumbent to confine the ordering 


of the Hanoverian troops to the other fide of Hefle ; 


and you do not, at the ſame time, ſpecify, whether, 
in exacting their not acting till the war ceaſcs, I may, 
on my part, ſtipulate for the neutrality of the Du:chy 
of Lawenbhurg, an article of fo much importance as 
not to be omitted in the detail of iaſtru ions, to be 
ſent me. But if it was poſſible for me to judge of 

the probability of your wiſhes, it would be out of my 
power to act according to them, at preſent, tne 
Duke of Cumberland, having fignified his affirma- 
tive in ſupport of the Heſſians not being diſarmed 
and continuing inactive, declaring he ſhould conſider 
any ſuch meaſure as an infraction of the articles agreed 
upon, by the reaſons, that have been alledged; and 
-oncluded, if we mauileſt an intention of encroaching 


O 


1 £99 ] 


on the capitulation, he will no longer deem himſelf 
bound to preſerve his part of this treaty. You will 
therefore be convinced, that your reflections on the 
third claule cannot be maintained, viz. that you ſee 
no obſtacle therein, ſince it piexſes his Majeſiy, to al- 
low, to the Landgrave of Heſſe and other allies of 
the elector of Hanover, the fame conditions, as have 
been granted to the Duke of Brunſwick, for you 
muſt perceive, by what I have now the honor of ſta- 
ting, how far the Landgrave is diſpoſe d to reſt ſatis- 
tied and acquieſce in the latter's determination. 

THe ſeaſon is already far advanced, and the in- 
certitude, that has prevailed, relative to the execution 
of the ſeveral articles of this capitulation, has been 
already too great not to induce you to reſolve defi- 
nitively, and to forward me inſtructions, with the 
molt preciſe detail, in which every poſſible caſe is 
provided for, that can arife, | 

iſt. Tux Hanoverian troops going into the 
Dutchy of Lawenburg; am I authorized to guarancee 
tae reciprocal neutrality of this Dutchy ? In order 
that the troops, remaining ſtationed in it during the 
war, may not be moleſted, whillt it laſts. 

2d. Au I to obſtinately contend, that the 
ti oops ſhall be diſarmed, maintaining, that though 
mis 15 not expreſſed in the capitulation, it ought to 

have 
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have been, as being a condition mutually under- 
ſtood; and in caſe the Landgrave, conjointly with the 
Duke of Cumberland, inſiſt as they have heretofore 
done, that it 15 folly to think any conſtruction can be 
admitted on theſe articles, other than what is literal- 
I; expreſſed ; adding, that as it is ſpecified ir a po- 
ſitive clauſe, theſe troops are not to be conſidered, as 
priſoners of war, and conſequently are not to be diſ- 
armed? If without allowing of any qualification 
. whatſoever they perſiſt in this pertinacity of opinion, 
and puſh matters to that extreme, as to declare the 
capitulation annulled, what are to be the meaſures 


58 J am to follow? In this deciſion, I entreat your atten- 
ih . | 
n tioa, to the reſult of ſuch a ſtep, in regard to the 
ot 10 a troops of the Landgrave, as well as thoſe of Hanover. 
7 3 Tx E is no ſort of difficulty reſpecting the 
0 5. Hanoverian invalids, ſtationed in the diſtricts of the 
N 


Duke of Mecklenburg, nor any du plicity on the part 
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of M. de Lynar in having urged this point. The 
ſame reaſons, that actuate you in apprehending this 
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15 Y Privilege being confirmed, induced him to think, 
a2. | * . . 
| ' 3 that, if it was ſtipulated, no Hanoverian troops ſhould 
7 - remain 1n the faid Dutchy, theſe invalids would be 
18. c . | 
8 compelled to withdraw, I recolle® perfectly well, 
14-4 this was his ſuggeſtion, when the writings were draw- 


ing 


Ea 


ing and interchanged betveen us; of courſe, there 
cannot now be any obſtacle, to denoting it clearly, 
that matters will reſt, in regard to this Duchy, in eve- 


ry point, ſimilar, to what has been regulated for the 
dutchy of Lawenburg. 


Ir I am to give my opinion, and my ideas are 
adopted, I conceive, that the] Hanorerian troops, 
once diſperſed in the Dutchy of Lawenburg, no op- 
politien ſhould be made to thoſe of Heſſe withdraw- 
ing into Denmark; and no fear of their return can 
exiſt, unleſs a great reverſe of fortune obliged us to 
abandon that Landgraviate. It appears, to me, very 
evident, that, in this caſe, it would require much more 
time to reaſſemble thoſe troops, either diſperſed with, 
or without arms, and to eſtabliſh them again, on the 
reſpectable footing they were, than to draw an ade- 
quate proportion from Holſtein ; which would, both 
on the part of his Daniſh Majeſty, and thoſe troops, 
give riſe to two manifeſt deviations from a ſolemn 
treaty inſtead of one. I am ſorry to obſerve, that [ 
conſider your ſuggeſtions, and diffidence of 
reſolving on a matter, in my mind ſimple, are 
too refined. Once more, Sir, it is the cleareſt poſition, 
that the farther the troops, which can cauſe us 


umbrage, are removed, the better it is for that 
body, who can perſcribe ſuch terms. 
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I agree, that this matter may be viewed in va- 
rious different points, and that it is very poſſible you 
may be influenced by conſiderations, I am ignorant 
ef ; yet, | cannot but refle&, that this capitulation 
would, already, in full, have been executed, If I had 
been veſted wich diſcretional powers to ratify ard 
terminate, in the moment afforded ; where an enemy, 
particularly, were diſpoſed to aſſent, without any 
reſervation, to every condition, that might have been 
exacted. | 

I SEE, with pain, that, in this indeciſion, a 
conſiderable time has elapſed, during which, new 


queſtions have aroſe, and, poſſibly, others may, e- 


qually, ſtart up, inſtigated dy thoſe powers, whole 


intereſt ic is to impede the conclufion. All theſe 
may be accompanied by unpleaſing events, which 
might throw you into a dilerama, that I tremble at 
the idea of. This would poſſibly produce an evil, 


ſuch as might not eaſily be overcome, and it is my 


duty to give you this fore waruing. 


Tnksk obſervations proceed, more from 2 
man, a Citizen, and Soldier, than from one verſed in 
Politics. They are not, I beg of you to be con- 
vinced, thoſe of a perſon, opiniated with what he 


has effected. I cruſt, they will be aſcribed alone 


bt 
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tn tlat zeal, which governs my conduct, and to that 
lamentable ſenſation of miſtakes and doubts, hav- 
ing been created in this buſineſs, that poſſibly may 
have occurred, through an inadvertence of mine. 

I Have had a recent converſation with M. 
de Lynar, and have requeſted of him to ſtate in 
writing, what paſſed at our conference, that, by us 
tranſmiſſion, a greater weight may be given, than 


what you can gather from my ſimple information.“ 


October 20. 

Uros the receipt of yo ur Courier, Sir, I had 

dire ted Melts, de Valori and de Fontenai to deter- 
mine on what was neceſſary to do at Halberſtadt, 
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* ly the Hanovertin troops had been rapidly dif, erfed in th: Dutchy 
of Lawenburg, and thoſe of Heſſe had paſſed into Denmark, agreeable es 
Kichelieu's wiſhes and intentions, their future inaction would have been 
complete; nor couid they have reaſſembled as they did after the battle of 
Roſbach, Anothercapital error, reſulted from the indeciſion of Miniſters, 
witich was, in compelling Richelieu to maintain the poſt of Halberdtad', un- 
til circumſtances obliged him to abandoa it, however he objeRed, from the 
beginning, agalnſt it's being tenable. By their want of energy, and not ade 
raittiag ot᷑ the operation of that knowledge, which prompts the Commanuee 
of an Army to avail timielf of a favourable turn, were miſerably ſaciificed 
all is advantages, tat night have accrued from the Capitu'ation of Cloſter- 
ſeven; and Voltaire was fully juſtified in obſerving, in bis Hiitory, chat, ta 
an intrigue of Court, was to be attributed the loſs of the fruits of that ſuc» 


ceſs, with which the commencement of the Campaign of 1 757 opened. 
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conformably to what the king had ſignified, as his 
pleaſure. They had prepared a ſtatement, very 
elaborate, which would have taken ſome time for 
yourſelf to go through the Minutiæ of, and it was 
copying fair, for the purpoſe of tranſmiſſion, when 
your Courier arrived, informing me of the expecta · 
tion of ſeeing Monſieur de Cremille, whoſe arrival 
will remove my anxiety, and afford me much ſa- 
tisfation. Thus, Sir, until this Gentleman ap- 
pears, notking definitive will occur. He will hun- 
{elf be able to aſcertain the propriety of my remarks, 
and, when we have conſulted together, 1 ſhall re- 
ſolve on the moſt expedient mode of putting the 
king's orders into execution, which, I judge, muſt 
have been formed, in regard to the maintaining of 
this poſt, and placing it in a ſtate of defence, from 


motives, that ſupercede any ſuggeſtions of the Ge- 
neral of an army againſt the meaſure, 


I z£G of you, Sir, however, to recollect the 
uniform oppoſition, I have manifeſted to it's being 
held, either as to it's neceſſity, from any view, 
that may actuate the enſuing Campaign, or any 
tendency it might have to facilitate the Siege of 
Magdeburg. It behoves a man, veſted with the 
truſt, Jam, to ſpeak his mind clearly on the poſſibi- 

uy 


lity of every event, even to ſupport it, if incidents to 
change it do not occur; & this in defiance of every pre- 
ſumptioa entertained, that rat yielding to it may ſub- 
ject me to the mortificaticn and hazard of removal. 
I carr ct, at this moment, anticipate what M. De 
Cre wille's thoughts will be, when local experience 
will have given him the facility of judging, but I ſhall 
be much 8 if they are not correſpondent to 
my Own. 


You will have obſerved, by my laſt letter, that 
I have done every thing, that depended on me, to 
carry His Majeſty's orders into effect, as much, as had 
they been the conſequence of what had originated 
from me. In the number of General Officers, I only 
found two, whoſe opinions inclined to the practibility 
of holding it for a certain time. Of theſe, one was 
NM. the Dulce of Broguo, who was ordered by me to 
examine it minutelr, and who became afterwards 
entirely of my opiclon, declaring, that, without 2 
ſpeclal order, he wound rot take upon bimfelf it's 
defence. 
Tux otl:-r Genera Officer was NM. de Vorer, 
waoke intimate knowledge of the local ſituations of 
every part of tis country, and the ſcetches he has 


drawn oſ them, vive ws decided preponderance 
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ja this branch, and to his talents I cannot render a+ 
dequate juſtice. 

Arrrx having reconnoitred it on every fide, 
and formed his judgment in the proſoundeſt manner, 
that his ſkill and ability could afford, he fat down to 
write the letter to you, or M. de Cremille, of which 
I ſhould have ſent you a copy, if, at the inſtant, your 
expreſs had not arrived. 

Accour AxvIRN O is the copy of the cartel a- 
greed upon between Prince Ferdinand and myſelf, in 
regard to the Auſtrians. 

I await impatiently the arrival of your cou- 
rier, by whom I am led to expect your final deciſi- 
on reſpecting W inter Quarters, and marking the 
preciſe time I am to enter into them, and agreeable 
10 what circumſtances that may ariſe and influence 
you accordingly. 

NM. BouvET is come, deputed by M. de Sou- 
bize, to arrange matters in concert with me, 
for the ſupport of our mutual Winter Quarters, as 
ſoon as you have fixed and laid down the points, 


whence this arrangement may be eſtabliſhed, Both 


that Prince and myſelf can only be governed by a 


reciprocal zeal for the public good, and, when once 


the difficulties are acknowledged, in any poſitior 


obiect ed 


209-3 


obiected to, it will be eaſy to obviate them, and w 
ſhail coacur heartily in diſpoſing of our joint armies 
in the beſt poſhizle mode, that can accelerate the 
ſervice. 

Ir is my duty, though incurring the chance of 
offending, from the predilection I remark for the 
poſt of Bernburg, chat neither that quarter, or thoſe 
of La Salt, treated with equal importance, ought, in 


my opinion, to occupy, for one moment, the atten- 
tion of the Council. They are, in every reſpect, 
o inſigniticant to be thought of. 

I zap notified to vou the propoſition made to 
XI. Dufmeml by the Magiſtrate of Halberſtadt; 
and, in how earneſt a manner it was repeatedly urged 
and the ſtreſs laid on it, the three accompanying co- 
pies of ierters from Prince Ferdinand will evince. 
I have made it a part of Dulmẽnil's inſtructions, to 
give you the fulleſt information thereon, becauſe I 
neither withed to appear in it, or would undertake 
any thing regarding it. I thought the anſwer pro- 
per, that I made to letters, in wuich I could not 
help remarking much duplicity, aad I hail be nap» 
py x it meets your approval. 

Tus propoñtion, if meant to be literally obſer- 
ved, is, in my 0507, advantageous, becaule it u- 
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nites and ſecures the tranquillity of Halberſtadt, 
which is ſo much your with, and will lkewife facili- 
tate the engagements, taken from the cguateu, to 
provide for the ſubſiſtence ofthe troops. 


I zxTagar your attention to the eaſe with 


which his Majeſty of Pruſſia undert2'ies this guaran- 
tee; a circumitance well proving the little impor- 
tance he attaches to this city. It may be alledged, 


t ſome reaſons lay dormant to ſuſpect the enemy 


ol the reAitude of their intentions and profeſſions; 


yet, as being made, { think they ough: to diſpel 
thoſe objeRions, that have been fouade i on the par- 
üality for it, hither:o entertained. It will remain 
wich voa to examine, how far this military agree- 
ment weighs a gainſt, or can coaduce to, the political 


reaſons, that exit. It reſts no: wich me to determine 


on chis ground, and I have therefore only to abide by 


the nature of the inſtructions, NI. de Cicmille will be 
charged with. 

I x.ve the honor to tranſmit 2 Kttemeat of the 
ſeveral corps of the gendatmerie, that demand to 


be employed this winter, ana have that of reqaiming, 


Ke. Ne. 


NI. LE MARQUIS 


1 209 1 
M. LE MARQUIS DE PAULMY. 


IT appears, Sir, to me, from the advices I 
have juſt received from M. de Bercini, that the 
Heſſians abuſe the confideration hitherto held 
of tazm, and that their manner of acting approach- 
es nearly to an intention of revolting. I have di- 
reed that 9facer in conſequence to act with firm - 
nets, aad where he ſees ſack a diſpoſition, to im- 


——— PIs | ate 


mediately crak the effect by puniſments of the 
CVErcle natur 

1 7x ZOR: try 50%, Sir, that 2 Huſſar officer 
$4 Ci ine Empreſs Queen had arrived at Oldendorf, 
and announced, to me, that two regiments ot one 
thouſand ſtrong each had reached Frankfort, with 
In ot joining me; requiring to know, from 
me, che route, they were to purſue, which I indi- 
cated accordinglyv. 

Arz having entertaned this expectation, 
Ifcel a greater diſapppintment 1a the news I juſt 
receive, that theſe regiments are commanded to 
a: ther deſtination. I muſt requeſt that if I can- 
no: have the Aſſiſtance of both, l, at leaſt, may have 
that of one of them. The aid they would be of to 
meis gleat. They could be employed, whilt ! 
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am cantoned at Halberſtadt, in ſcouring the Do- 
minions of Pruſſia, and laying all that Country 
under contribution to the borders of the Elbe, and 
to the very gates of Magdeburg. They would 
like iſe lerve as a leſſon to our light Troops, who 
are not fy expert as themſelves, in this predatory 


mio o wartate. 


The ef November, 1757. 
M. L'AB3E DE BERNIS. 


You mult be ſenüble, Sir, that all the Troops, 
which compoled the army of IAis Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of Cumberland, had begun their march, 
alter the capitulation of Cloſter-ſeven had been ſign- 
ed, to periorm, on their part, the ſeveral articles 
and ſtipnlations, that regarded them; and that, 
when you diſpatched a Courier to me, requiring 
tome widitions and exylanations relative to this 


treaty, it was further agreed, that theſe Troops 


ou LCN Statu quo, wherever they might be 


cicampcd, and halted, on the notification of this 


Expicts, until every diff culty, to it's ratification, 
wa iemoved, That, in conſequence, the Heſſian 


Jr gobs, forming a detachment from that body, 
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had reached as far as Ferden, a place, the diltancs 
of which from Stade, whence they ſet out, you can- 
not be ignorant of, as being very great. The 
day before yeſterday, a Major of theſe Troops ar- 
nved, with a letter, from MI. de Zalroy, of which 
T tranſmit a Copy. M. Le Comt: de Lynar an- 
nounced to me his approach, and I ſhewed an evi- 
dent difpleaſure, that he ſhould have come withaut 
2 paſſport; which I manifeſted the more, when J 
learnt the object of his miſſion, and of the retreat 
of the Heſſians. M. de Lynar could not but agrce 
with me, that this was a breach of the Guarantce, 


to the obſervance of which his word was pledged. 


I immediately ſat down and writ the Letter to M. 
de Zaſtrow, and another to the Landgrave of IIeſ- 
ſe, Copies of which accompany this diſpatch. In 
the Interim, a Letter from this Prince was on it's 
way to the Count Dunhop, which he brougi to me 
yeſterday to peruſe, but would not leave it in my 
hands. I catched however enough, on the 1.8 
reading, to have it in my power to inform yo, 
that the ſubſtance related to tl;e purport of the 
advances, which had been made to him by M. de 
Packeben, and to ſound, if through my Medium, 
he could not obtain better grounds to determine 


his 
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his judgment, than truſting to more remote contins 
gencies on points of ſuch delicacy. His profeſſions 
of meriting his Majeſty's good graces were equiva- 
lent to the deſire, he ſhewed, of his Troops paſ- 
fing into our ſervice, provided, conditions are of- 
tered to him: Such as he can deem acceptable. 
After this, he enlarges on the ſituation of his Coun- 
try, the revenue he draws from the well known 
valour and deſirable aid of his Troops, and then 
follows a Paragraph, which will attract your atten- 
tion, as much as it did mine. I am ignorant, ob- 
ſerves he, if the king of Great Britain, as Elector 
of Hanover, will ratify the capitulation of Cloſter 
Seven. His Britannick Majeſty's Miniſters contend- 
ing, chat, in no manner whatſoever, the Duke af 
Cumberland was authorized to diſpoſe of Troops, 
ſubſidized by Engliſh money; and further, I heſi- 
tate not to mention for your information, that l an 
urged preſſingly to join my Troops, to thoſe of 
the King of Pruſſia, which circumſtance made me 
{o deſirous of their being ſtationed in His Daniſh 
Majeſty's territories, that I might avoid ſo embar- 
raſſing a dilemma. Learn, he adds, from the 
Mareſchal de Richelieu, how and where my troops 
are toaQt, in the event of my acceding to the pr o- 
poſition 


33 


poſition made by his Sovereign. He finally en 
hances on the difficulty, he will feel, to pay the ar- 
rears due on his Roman Months, and that Contin- 
gent, which, it ſeems, the Court of Vienn SXPE<: 
from him, and that without every part of what he 
has ſtated being fully explained and underſtcod, 
It was impoſlible he could come to any definitive 
agteement, however much at heart he had, that 


one of this nature might be concluded, which 


would reſtore him to the protection and friendſhip 
of a Monarch, whom he greatly eſteemed. 

I RePLIEeD to M. Dunhop, that, without a 
doubt, the King would exact whatever the Court 
of Vienna thought right to claim; that, in fat, 
both the quota of Roman Months duc by the 

Landgrave, and the Contingent, he was aflefieqd at, 
for the ſupport of the War, devolycd to his Majeſty 
to receive, as the ſhare of the contribution, beim ther 
it was impoſſible then to decide where t: wou. | b- 
thought beſt, the moſt deciſive warlixke operation 
ſhould commence; yet, if his High was vill 
the influence of the fame apprehenſion, 2 the DD. 
of Brunſwick, viz. mat of his Troops, hen be- 
coming auxiliaries, Deng tranſporteg to act beyord 
ſea, I could veptu-e, bowever dH of inflcuc- 
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tion on this head, to aſſure him firmly, that not a 
thought, to this purport, was, at this moment, enter- 
tained. 

Hz then ſuid to me, be had been adviſed, that 
we had an intention of joining them to the Swedes. 
] anſvered, that I was as much at a loſs in clearing 
up his doubts, on this head, as I was on other mat- 
ters, that J awaited definitive inſtructions upon 
them, but that I really believed, no fixed reſolution 
had yet occurred reſpecting the diſpoſal of theſe 
Troops; that even, I conceived, it was undecided, 
whether we ſhould take them into our ſervice, but 
if we did, I thought their aſſiſtance bought ſo dear, 
as miult admit of our employing them, wherever 
the neceſſity of their ſervice directed. He rejoined 


nothing poſitive thereon, but if I could form an 
idea of the turn of his diſcourſe, J muſt conclude, 


he wiſhed to impreſs me with the confidence, that 
it was his defire they ſhould fervethere, in prefer- 


ence to any other place, and that his ſole object of 
apprehenſion was, their being brought together to 

act againſt the King of England. I appeared to 
| pay no regard to what he let drop on this ſubject, 


and inſenſibly diverted the converſation to other 
boints. | 


1 . 


1 


I was thus far advanced and ready to cloſe 
my diſpatches, hen your Courier arrived, I have 
read and read over again, what you have written 
to me, ſince the 6th of October, and viewing the 


importance of the preſent jJuntXure, when it is in- 


diſpenſable io determine, either on puniſhins 


g Or 
remitting, the laſt ſtep, taken by the FHeſliwns, of 
which, in the beginuing of this letter, you have am- 
ply the detail, | have thought it effential, if it was 
{till poſſible to cauſe, to be rigorouſly oblerved, 
the ſerious conditions, annexed to the capitu'ation, 
and not to admit of freſh doubts ariſing, 


to the arrangement of words, conſequences, of 


nor leave, 


which the effect may be ot conſiderable injury. 
I accordingly repaired to M. the Count Dunlop, 
who, being laid up with the gout, had cxpreſſed his 
forrow he could not wait on me. I found there 
M. de Lynar, and as it would have avpoarcd az 
affectation not to ſpeak, before him, on 2 matter! 
was very certain, he would ſoon kn, I did nor 
heſitate to diſcuſs the point to them both. I ther:- 
fore told M. the Count Dunhop, thit, what reha 
ed from my letter and the inftrukvions, I hid jul 
received by the laſt Courier, com aged wi. the 
recent Meaſure, adopted by the Hetlans, was tn 
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penetrate into the actual ſentiments of the Land- 
grave, without awaiting aay ſubſequent elucidations. 
That I challenged, and reclaimed of him, in conſe- 
quence, to ſee, executed, the whole of the articles, in 
ſoll, as inſerted and warranted by the capitulation, 
the peiformence of which {id conditions had only 
dera ſulpended, from a pretext, or cauſe, of fear 
from the diſarmament of the Troops; and that, in 
virtue of the full powers, which had been delegated 
o me, and viewing how urgent the moment was, 
tat it might immediately be aſcertained, from the 
lateneſs of the ſcaſon, being the month of Novem- 
ber, whether we were to have peace or War? 
I would not, to enſure the importance of this de- 
c:Lon, decline paling my word, that they ſhould 
not be dlſarmed, as all, I wiſhed, was to be 
enabled to give my king the fulleſt and moſt ſa- 
tistactory explanation, on the tendency of the 
latter march of the Heſſians, which, otherwiſe he 


might think, I had connived at, and might deem 


ce culpable, or thoſe ſubjected to my orders, of 


great negligence; and that I muit have the fulleſt 
ſatisfaction thereon, unlels it had proceeded, as 
he aſſured me, from the wantonneſs of M. de 
Zaſtrow, 


authorized in ſuch act. I accompa- 


nied 


( a17 1 

ried this declaration, with a lively repreſentation 
of the diſaſters, that would inevitably enſue, from 
the renewal of a war, occalioned by breach of 
faith, and of the immediate danger, in this event, 
that would accrue to him, however advanced the 
ſeaſon of ation was; and I further aſſured him, 
that if the Landgrave was ſincere in the fear he 
entertained of the diſhonor he might ſuffer by 
che diſartaing of his troops, and was equally ſo in 


his with ot recovering the favorable opinion ot his 
Najefty, I could, in this caſe, pledge mytelf, that 


witz marks of kindneſs and humanity; and 
that the belt mode, he could remedy to his pre- 
ſent ſituition, would be, to ſubmit with good 
grace and rely on the King's generoſity, of which 
he would not be long in experiencing the good 
elfe k. On the other hand, he might eaſily figure 
to himſelf, how ſevere the indignation and re- 
ſentment would be, 1t a conquered Prince, whoſe 
Territories we were in poſſeſſion of, ſhould ob- 
ſerve ſuch a conduct as refuſing the acceptation 
of the capitulation, under the frivolous pretext, 
that might be alledged, of the diſtinction of the pow- 
er, that effected it, having been granted alone in the 


capacity of ele tor of Hanover. 


ce © MF. OO a I nm © — —— - —_— - 


= 


>: 


* Wu 


PPP 
C —_ we - 4 : * 


— - = 
— * 2 — * 2 wm 
** — 2 1 


FTE. 


— 


D 
Pw 
— 


F, 


— — — 


* 


* 4 | 
. . — of be * * 


————— 
. 
832808 82 
— * 
mg 


| 218 J 


Is Juſtice to M. the Count of Lynar, I muſt 


add, that he ſupported, in the moſt carneſt manner, 
the reaſons, I adduced, and omitted nothing to per- 
ſuade the Count Dunlop of the immediate neceſſity, 
incumbent on his maſter, to execute, without further 
delay, every article, that the capitulation contained, 
and in their full and liberal ſenſe as they were then 
underſtuod by the parties; without ſeeking any 
mean ſubterſuge to evade a compliance, whereby 
he declared the dignity of the king, his Maſtzr, 
woul.l ſuſſer in his office as Mediator. He even 
amplificd ca many particulars of his Court, to ma- 
nifeſt the deſire, the king of Denmark, both from 
honor and intereſt, had to ice the end and whole of 


this capitulation performed. If in dwelling on 


theſe, he concealed his real ſentiments, I can only 


lay, the joy, expreſſed in his countenance, when 
he ſaid he regardel the affair as terminated, be- 
lied very much his inward agitation of mind. 
And NI. de Dunhop, with an air, breathing his fa. 
tisfaftion, aſſired me, he would inſtantaneouſly ex- 
pedita a Courite, of whoſe return, he would be a⸗ 
anxi5c*, as Mond. This expreis, I am informed, 
effectively lef- this, 12% night, with letters from NI. 
de Leer tots e of the Hanoverian 
Troops æt Stade, witch contain, agrecable to the 


former 


1 


— — 


former declaration, a ſummons to the latter, to 
execute the capitulation, in the dect and moſt 
ample manner, I have required. 

IcANNor anſyzr, if lam deceived, but from 
the pretent aſpect I have every reaſon to conclude, 
the return of the Courier, from the Landgrave, 
will bring an account cf the actual march of the 
Heſſians, into their principality, to be there diſper- 
ſed and diſpoſed of as future contingencies may oc- 
cur. This effected, and the Hanoverians brought 
into the dutchy of Lavemburg, will give every 
advantage, that the capitulation affords, ſince the 
Heſſians will be placed in the midſt of our Troops, 
and at his Majeſty's diſcretion. It will moreover 
facilitate the acquiſition of theſe Troops to his 
Majeſty's ſervice, and upon conditions as rcaſona- 

le, as the King, in his Juſtice, will accord. 

Yor already enjoy the advantage cf the ſeceſ- 
ſion of thoſe of Bruniwick, by the effect of anotl:er 


treaty ; and it is a fait inference, that thoſe of Saxe 


— * 


Gotha, of which, in your inſtructions, you have hi 


therto taken no particular notice, will conform to 
whatever you think proper to preſcribe. At any 
event, they are not deſer vin g of much conſideration, 


either from their quality, or number, nor are the 


Hanoverianz, 


(#20 0 


Hanoverians, however, iſolated, united or ſeparat- 
ed, as they may be, entitled to greater eſtimation, 


when it is reflected, their Country, which we hold, 
is entirely at our merey and diſpoſal. 

Tux more I examine the articles of capitula- 
tion, and compare them with the explanation on 
thoſe points you requeſted, together with the 
new project for a Convention, that you ſent to me, 
blending the whole with the nature of the Aſſurance 

and Anſwers given by M. de Lynar, I am the fur- 
ther convinced, that it is only in the ſtyle and ar- 


rangement of the matter, whence any variation 


ariſes. But, however it may be, this does not ex- 


clude a new agreement in different terms, if ſo is 
your pleaſure? Thus, Sir, you will be, as is deſerib- 


ed, in a ſtate of pleading and negociation, with every 


means afforded you, and, in fact, in poſſeſſion of the 
ſubſtance, whilſt your advertaries contend with emp- 
ty hands for the mere conſtruction and effect of 
words. But, in this critical moment, where every 
day is precious, I could not fign any new terms 
propoſed, ſince you had expreſsly cautioned me 
againſt committing myſelf with Monſieur de 
Sporcken, delegated by the Duke of Cumberland, 
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« perfon to his Royal Hizhnels. This conſideted, 
I embraced the happieſt mode I could think of, to 
terruinate, in ſome manner, the whole of this weigh- 
ey Buſineſs; the Jundture was too critical to rifl: 

-ne benefit, already obtained, for the proſpect ot 
another ſtill greater, though precarious in its iflue ; 
and I flatter myſclt, that, aftuated by this motive, 
I have, in what I have brought to bear, done his 
MMajclty more ſervice, than what, ſubedcd to 
chance, might eventually have reſulted. 

Lor may believe, Sir, that I ſhall await, 
with great anxiety the return of the Courier, convey- 
ing, as I truſt, your approbation ; and, in the interim of 
mis arrival, I mall, without ſigning, content my- 
ſelf, 1a leaving matters, to that preciſe Point they 
have come to. I mall only urge, in conformity 
to the ſummons given, the complete czecution of 


Le capitulation, with that tone of au hotity ag 


command, which the receot movement af the Heſ- 


14 Y PE -" * * . ' Fe. * 
fans, and the letter of the treaty, concur in giving, 


me the advantage of inſiſting upon, mall not be 
| eee = nal 1mpaticnce, the return 


5 L ſhall have the 1 ot communicating 
to vou the reſult of his miſſion. 
(Ge: . 
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LETTER FROM MARESCHAL DE RiChHfIAxEu, 
TO TLEWIS XVL 


Morn tr Bertin has informed me, that it is 
your Majeſty's pleaſure, I ſhould not return, or ap- 
pear, in my Government, without the Mareſchal 
de Mouchy being preſent, your orders, Sire, are 
Laws to me, which 1 ſhall ever implicitly obey, 
without murmuring ; yet, when, in their tendency, 
they convey a mark. of diſgrace, that, I cannot bring 
my ſelf to believe, was your Majcfly's intention to 
inflict on your farlful ſervant; I truſt to be excuſ- 
ed, in the hope, I entertain, of an appeal to your 
Juſtice, and in tele fentiments, I burmbly implore 
of your Majcity, to take into conſideration the 
foliuwiny, circumſtances. 

I nave hitherto obſerved, that, in general, the 
Governors of Provinces have only been intent on 
remaining at Paris, in the enjoyment of the Sala- 
ries annexcd to their appointments ; but no inſtance 
has occurred within my knowledge, when Go- 
vernors, deſirous of acting in perſon locally, have 
received their Sovereign's Commands to deſiſt 
from ſuch purpose. | 


Qs 
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On the death of the late Muelchal de Bouſ- 
flers, who had poſſeſſed the Government of Flan- 
ders, this charge devolved to his Son, who although 
but four and twenty years of age, declared his in- 
tention of taking, on himſelf, the immediate execu- 
tion of this truſt. From the number of Geacral of- 
ficers employed in that province, it was appre- 
hended, a reluftance might acile, in according to 
the injunctions of ſo young a man. Every Ait 


was employed to diffuade him from perſiſting in 
this reſolution, but the Monarch and his Miniſters, 
actuated w:th liberality of ſentiment, decided, that 
as the rever ſion had fallen to him, froin the gra- 
cious reward which his Father's merit deſer ved, it 
would, however his youth, be au injuſtice to deprive 
him from exerciſing ws ſunctions, ſo long as no 
cauſe of complaint occurred to render requifte and 
juſtify, the withholding, from him, ſuch authoricy. 
The Chevalier de Pefen, a Nephew of the late 
Mareſchal de Choiteul and a Lieutenant Geacral in 


the Army, acting in that Province as Coramandant 


of the Citadel of Lifle, atte mpticd to contend and 


evade obedience, to the orders, dictated by ſo 
young a Governor, Your Majeſty knows the re- 
ſolt. The Officer in command of that {oruficl , 


ci: 
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city was come led to confermimpcitiy. In my 


recollection, likewiſe, Sire, Monfeur de Villais 
had many o>Cacies to parry in returning to his 
Government of Provence, chi different bodiss 
of Troops, deſtined for the Arm in Itily, were in 
motion and purſuing that rovie. he groimde 
however, he ated von, were fo forcibly adduced 
in ſupport of his pretcations, as removed every ob- 
jection. 
rox theſe precedents, I cannot, Sire, 
be condemned, in having regarded my re- 
turn to that ficuation, as a natural ſtep within my 
own pleaſure to execute, when occarrences might 
make it convenient, and eſpecially, as I have uni- 
formly repaired there each year, and hitherto with- 
out impediment to fruſtrate my intention and mo- 
ti7es. I beg leave, Sire, to call to your obſervance, 
that, when i abſented myſcil, it was upon leave a- 
lone, and induced only from the neceſſity of attend- 
ing, in Perſon, the ſuit inſtituted againſt me, of 
which your Xlajeſty is not uninformed ; nor could 
J have harbored an Idea, that, at my age, aad the 


elcelt in the Tribunal of the Mareſchals of France, 


alter Monſieur de Tonnere, I ſhould have great- 


C2 


er diſfculty to ſurmount, than, in like inſtances, 
Meſſis. de Villars and de Boufflers had experien- 
ced. 

I casxor conclude, without ſupplicating your 
Majeſty's attention, that, often having been honor ed, 
by your Predeceſſors, with important truſts, and 
commands, I have invariably found, that the moſt 
formidable of my opponents were concenter>1 in 
the verge of the court, at Verſailles; that the di i- 
ty of Martha! of France was contcrred on mu by 
Iclection, and did not ariſe by any claim from the 
date of ray commiſſion as Lieutenant General; and 
that the perſon, now put in competition with me, the 
NMaréſchal de Nlouchy, was only a Mareſ(chal de 
Camp, acting under my orders, when 1 was veſted 
with the diſtinction of Marcſchal of France. He has 
never yet held any command; and muſt it fo ha p- 
pen that he ſhould enter on this career, in my imme- 
diate government? What will the public think of 
this affair? Will they not aſcribe fuch a meaſure to 


proceed from the ſevereſt diſpleaſure of your Maſeſ- 


ty? And as nothing could equal the bitter anzuſh 


of ſo unmerited a diſgrace, your Myefty will pardon 


_ the liberty, I aſſume, of laying, at the feet of your 


throne, my moſt humble remonſtrances, againſt it's 
effect. 
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To rut HoxoukaBLs J. Brxc, Es d. 
Aux aelices tres de Geneve, January 2, 1767. 
S1, 


Touch I am almoſt uunhnown to you, tis my 
duty to ſend you the copy of the letter, which I have 
Juſt reccived fron the Mareſchal Duke of Richelieu. 
Hen-r, humanity, and equity, order me to convey it 
into your hands. This noble and unexpected teſti- 
mony from one of the moſt candid, as well as the 
moſt generous, of my countrymen, makes me pre- 
ſume your judges will do you the ſame juſtice. 

I am, with reſpect, 
your moſt obedient humble Servant 
VOLTAIRE. 


——— Kw — 


Tranſtation of the Copy of A areſetal Richelieu s Letter to 
Folhaire, dated Paris, the 2646 December, 1756. 


&« ADMIRAL Byng's faruation gives me great 
concern. I do aſſure you, all, that I could fee, or 
jearn of him, ſhouldl rather redound to his honor, 
which ought not to be attacked, merely becauſc he 
was beat, after having done all, that could be expec- 
ted of him. When tro men of honor engage, it 


muſt 
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muſt neceſſarily happen, that one of them ſhould 


have the woiſt, without being liable to injurious 
imputations. To ſpeak the ſentiments of all our 
marines, Admiral Byng's diſpoſitions were really ad- 

irable. The fire th of the flects was nearly e- 
qual, tune Engliſh having thirteen ſhips, and we only 
twelve, but better formed, cleaner, and better man - 
ned. Fortune, that always preſides in warlike ope- 
rations, particularly at ſea, favored us fo far, as to 


make our ſhot take place among the enemy's tack- 
ling; and I believe, it was univerſally underſtood, 


that, if the Engliſh had obſtinately perſiſted, their 
whole fleet would have been loſt ; fo that the injuſ- 
tice, intended to Admiral Byng, is unparallelled, and 
ſuch as every man of konor, more eſpecially the gen- 


tlemen of the ſword, ſhould intereſt themſelves a- 
bout.“ 


I KECELVED this original letter from Mareſcial 
Duke de Richelieu, the iſt January, 17 57, in wit- 


neſs ot witch I have ſigned my name, 


(Signed) VOLTAIRE. 


LETTER 
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1 
LETTER FROM TRED ERIC THE SECOND, 1a 
VOLTAIRE, 
Dated Berlin, December 13, 1746. 


Tux Nlarquis de Paulmy ſhall be welcomed, 
as the ſon of a French Miniſter whom I edleem; 
and as a diſciple of Farnaſſus, with Apollo's own 
paſſport. 

I azz much vexed, that the route of the Duke 
de Richelieu does not lead him through Berlin. 
He has the reputation of uaiting, ſuperior to any man 


in France, the talents of wit and of erudition with 


' the charming blandiſhments of politeneſs. He is 


the moſt advantageous model of the French na- 
tion, that his maſter could have choſen tor the em- 
baſſy; a man of all countries, a citizen of all 
places, and who would, in every age, receive the 
ſame ſuffrages, that are granted him in Paris, 
France, and all Europe. 

A accuſtomed to live without many of the 
pleaſures of this life, and ſhall eaſily ſopport the 
want of that good company, tte coming of which 


the Gazettes have announced. 


As long as you die only in metaphor, I ſhall 
leave you thus to die, Confeis your fins; greate 
your 
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your face wich the holy oil; reccive the Seven Sa- 
craments, all at once, if you pleaſe; for to me 
theſe are things of ſmail conſequence. However, 
in your ſaid agonies of death, I ſhall take care 
not to be as ſecure as the Dutch have been, re- 
lative to Marefchal Saxe. Certainly you French- 
men are aſtoniſhing beings; your heroes gain vic- 
tories with death trembling on their lips, and your 
poets write inmortal works while exvicing. 
What would you not do, ſhould nature ever, ia 


caprice, render you ſane and robult, 


Tas Aneciotcs, or the private life of Lots 
the Great, have giver. me muck pleaſure, thong, 
in reality, I did not ind any thing new in them. 
I with you were not to write the campaign of 1742; 
but that you would put the fiaimiag hand to the 
age of Louis the Great. Contemporary authors 
have been accuted, by all ages, of having tullen 
into the error of writing ſatires, or of the rolly ot 
flattery. Were it poflivie r von to write a ba. 
work, it would be, by obliging you... fo Witte 
that, which you have undeitaken. It is ior ten 
do perform great deeds, aud tor partial PO eritv 
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Tax my advice: fiaith your Maid of Or- 
leans. It were better to unwrinkle the foreheads 
of werthy people than to write Gazettes for tae 
mob. Hercules, in chains, encumbered by his 
ſhackles, maſt loſe his ſtrength, and become more 
nervcleſs than the cowardly Paris. 


I7 ſhould ſeem the Dauphin marrics only to 
exciciſe your genius. Semiramis is, as famous in 
Germany, as the new Dauphinets is in France. E- 
nable me therefore to judge eithet of one or both, 


Iwill :Gcin my ſuffrage to the ſuffraves of Ver- 


NIAUEERTCLS recovers from his illneſs. The 
Snole city is intereſted in his fate; he is our Palla- 


dium, and the Snett conqueſt I ever made in my 
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ungrateſul, peradious; nav, I know not what I 
„ et P rend! 
Foul 5 7 cid I nor forgive 502, and all 1 rennen 
men, out of my reipect to Louis XV. 
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don in every profeſſion, in every art; for this rea- 
fon | cannot reſuſe my eſteem to the author of 
the Hearlade, 

{S:3ned,) FREDERIC, 


_ _— — — —ͤ—ñ—— —— <A IEC — — „% — — : « _ 


: 
* 


„ 
> ho 
— 


. 
* 
* 10 
Tt 
1 
+ 4 
4 5 K | 


3 _ 
i ERRATA TO THE THIRD VOLUMT. | 
|: — 
1 
"Wa 
N Page 20, Read reigning for teſgalng. 
5 N — 7, — nis — Lis. 
* — 3:2, — Tabouret — Fabourets 
9 8 — 2%, — Art — Ac. 
i — 1282, — Court — Courts. 
— gy — receiyd a renewed, 
— 118, - fruſtrate — fuſtrate. 
— 139, — Leue — L'Evecue- 
— 14, — greater — greal. 
— — 148. — Subliſtence = Sublſiſtance. 
— cl, 3 premature = permatute. 
— 15 — Vicwing — Vewing. 
— 1 , — Communion — Conjucion. 
— 185. — menge 300: — aleng e: tie Bede. 
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